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Aww, rats! 

Investigators: Poop, pop bed evil 
Air Force rocket program || 


By Tom Boeder 

The (Colorado Springs, Colo.) Gazette 

P entagon investigators have found that Air 
Force rocket programs have a problem with 
messy factories and sloppy procedures 
that could endanger military launches. 

The new report found animal feces in an 
Aerojet Rocketdyne test area for rocket mo¬ 
tors used aboard the military’s Atlas and Delta 
rockets. At rocket upstart SpaceX, investigators 
found bottles of soda and personal items in a 
rocket-testing area that was supposed to be kept 
clear of debris. At United Launch Alliance, inves¬ 
tigators found workers didn’t follow procedures to 
prevent electrostatic issues, leaving rocket parts 
vulnerable to damage. 

The 26-page report, which found 
181 distinct quality control issues, 
slammed the Air Force Space Com¬ 
mand’s rocket-buying program, saying 
leaders “did not perform adequate qual¬ 
ity assurance.” The command is head¬ 
quartered at Peterson Air Force Base 
in Colorado Springs, Colo. 

The Defense Contract Man¬ 
agement Agency, which oversees 
SEE ROCKET ON PAGE 5 


A Falcon 9 rocket stands ready for liftoff at the Kennedy Space Center’s Launch Complex 39A in February. The historic launch site 
now is operated by SpaceX. Investigators found bottles of soda and personal items in a SpaceX testing area that was supposed to be 
kept clear of debris, according to a 26-page report that slammed the Air Force Space Command’s rocket-buying program. 

Courtesy of Glenn Benson/NASA 


DNA test completes daughter’s quest to find father 


By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Hair¬ 
stylist Chikako McMaster had strug¬ 
gled with abandonment issues for 
more than a half-century because she 
never knew her father, an American 
servicemember. 

He was in a relationship with her 
Japanese mother during the 1960s 
and, for whatever reason, left Okina¬ 
wa after she got pregnant and never 
returned. McMaster, 55, never even 
knew his name. 


m 


Dorris 


“It was tough,” said the married 
mother of three who owns a salon just 
outside Camp Pendleton, Calif. “I al¬ 
ways felt that I was left behind.” 

Four months ago, McMaster took a 
DNA test at the behest of her daugh¬ 
ter, who was interested in tracing 
their heritage. It was the start of an 
odyssey that came full circle last 
month when McMaster stood at Camp 
Courtney, Okinawa, and witnessed 
the Marine Corps honor her birth fa¬ 
ther — Marine Staff Sgt. Claude Dor¬ 
ris — by naming a newly renovated 
barracks building after the Navy 


Cross recipient. 

While assigned to 3rd Marine Am¬ 
phibious Force, Dorris was killed by 
an enemy rocket Jan. 7,1968, in Thua 
Thien province, Vietnam, as he led a 
successful effort to repel a superior 
attacking enemy force. 

Friends and relatives on Okinawa 
say McMaster’s story resembles a 
Hollywood movie. 

She grew up in Uruma — specifical¬ 
ly, in the area where Camp Courtney 
now stands — and attended Japanese 
SEE FATHER ON PAGE 12 
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Air Force nears 
end of air-policing 
mission in Baltics 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

The U.S. will hand over the 
lead in NATO’s Baltic air-policing 
mission to Denmark next week, 
concluding a four-month stay in 
Lithuania that saw U.S. fighter 
jets scramble about 30 times to 
identify Russian aircraft flying 
near NATO airspace, officials 
said. 

That number was comparable 
to past air-policing rotations, 
said Capt. Kay Nissen, a U.S. Air 
Forces in Europe-Air Forces Af¬ 
rica spokeswoman. But, she said, 
there was increased activity in 
the beginning of the rotation be¬ 
cause of a Russian military exer¬ 
cise at the time. 

With the mission winding 
down, USAFE on Friday released 
two video clips of “safe and stan¬ 
dard” interceptions that occurred 
during the U.S.-led rotation. The 
footage was captured from cam¬ 
eras mounted inside the cockpits 
of F-15s from RAF Lakenheath, 
England, Nissen said. 

The U.S. rotation began in late 
August, just ahead of the Zapad 
2017 exercise, a large Russian 
war game that took place across 
the border from Lithuania, in Be¬ 
larus and western Russia, for six 
days. 

About 140 airmen and seven 
F-15C Eagles from the 493rd 
Expeditionary Fighter Squadron 
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at RAF Lakenheath deployed to 
Siauliai Air Base, representing 
one of the largest air-policing 
contingents in the mission’s his¬ 
tory; countries typically deploy 
four jets for a rotation. In Novem¬ 
ber, the squadron scaled back to 
four deployed aircraft, Nissen 
said. 

Since 2004,17 NATO countries 
have participated in policing the 
airspace over 
NATO Estonia, Lat- 
. . via and Lithu- 

requires at 
least two 
aircraft 


to be on 
standby 
around 
the clock 
for the 
duration 
of the 
rotation. 



ania, which 
don’t possess 
fighter jets. 
The U.S. Air 
Force has led 
five rotations. 

The mission 
involves safe¬ 
guarding the 
airspace over 
the Baltic na¬ 
tions for about 
120 days. 
NATO re¬ 
quires at least 
two aircraft to 
be on standby around the clock 
for the duration of the rotation. 

NATO jets typically scramble 
whenever aircraft operate in an 
unusual, unsafe or unidentified 
manner near allies’ airspace. The 
interception takes place over in¬ 
ternational airspace, Nissen said, 
and could be in response to an 
aircraft that’s not using its tran- 


H. SvAN/Stars and Stripes 

Airmen from the 493rd Fighter Squadron at Royal Air Force Lakenheath, England, participate in a 
ceremony at Siauliai Air Base, Lithuania, in August that marked the transfer of the control of the Baltic 
air-policing mission from the Polish military to the U.S. Air Force. 

sponder, is not in radio contact 
with civilian air traffic control or 
has not filed a flight plan. 

Nissen said the Lakenheath jets 
scrambled about 30 times to iden¬ 
tify aircraft that did not follow in¬ 
ternational flight regulations and 
approached Baltic airspace. All 
aircraft intercepted were from 
Russia, she said. 

All interceptions, she said, 
were “safe and standard,” mean¬ 
ing they were in accordance with 
International Civil Aviation Or¬ 
ganization guidelines. 

Lakenheath pilots also com¬ 
pleted more than 560 flight hours 
and 270 training sorties during 
the four-month deployment. 



An F-15C Eagle from RAF Lakenheath, England, sits next to a Polish 
F-16 at Siauliai Air Base, Lithuania, in August. 


STARSOSTRIPES 



ADVERTISING 


However you read us, 
wherever you need us. 


Mobile • Online • Print 



kimmel.kristi@stripes.conn | 

1 +49(0)631-3615-9013 


[ ADVERTISING | 

kimmel.kristi@stripes.com | 

1 +49(0)631-3615-9013 


PACIFIC 

YUKO SAITO I CustomerHelpOStrif 


+81(3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 


Stars and Stripes: ~ 

your one sou roe J or^g 1 1 Jhe 
military news jthdtIfngttersfB 


STARS«»STRIPES. - AC 

Updated 24/7 for the military community at home and abroad. 

Check out Stripes.com today! — 


















































Monday, January 8,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 3 


PACIFIC _ 

Carl Vinson leaves San Diego for Western Pacific 


By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 

More than 6,000 sailors have left the West 
Coast for the tension-filled Western Pacific. 

The aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson, 
along with the guided-missile cruiser USS 
Lake Champlain and guided-missile de¬ 
stroyers USS Wayne E. Meyer and USS 
Michael Murphy, are heading to the region 
on a regularly scheduled deployment, the 
Navy said Friday. 

The Hawaii-based Michael Murphy will 
link up with the San Diego-based ships later. 
The Carl Vinson brings with it Carrier Air 
Wing 2, which includes over 70 aircraft. 

The strike group is deploying to the re¬ 
gion under the Third Fleet Forward initia¬ 
tive, the Navy said. That will allow the ships 


to remain in the 3rd Fleet chain of command 
while operating in 7th Fleet waters. 

“I look forward to the strike group fur¬ 
ther demonstrating Third Fleet’s evolving 
operational role across the Indo-Pacific 
region,” Rear Adm. John Fuller, the strike 
group’s commander, said in a Navy state¬ 
ment. “We are trained and ready to execute 
our mission.” 

Chief of US. Naval Operations Adm. 
John Richardson told Stars and Stripes last 
month that more ships from the 3rd Fleet 
could be deployed to the region. 

“We will continue to assure that we meet 
all of our missions here in the Asia-Pacific 
area,” he said. “It could be something com¬ 
ing forward from 3rd Fleet or something 
like that to meet those requirements.” 

The strike group’s deployment comes at 


a time when the 7th Fleet is facing a ship 
shortage after two deadly collisions and 
a delayed deployment. Collisions over the 
summer involving the USS Fitzgerald and 
USS John S. McCain put the destroyers out 
of commission for the immediate future. 

The destroyer USS Milius, which was 
scheduled to join the 7th Fleet last summer, 
had its deployment pushed forward to an 
unknown date in 2018 while the ship un¬ 
dergoes a modernization process that will 
outfit it with the Aegis Baseline 9 combat 
system. 

The Lake Champlain was involved in a 
collision with a South Korean fishing boat 
last spring that a Navy investigation released 
in November declared was “avoidable.” The 
report said failures in watch-standing and 
navigation were the main causes of the 


collision, which resulted in administrative 
and disciphnary actions against the Lake 
Champlain’s captain, executive officer and 
several other crew members. 

The Carl Vinson strike group conducted a 
dual-carrier training exercise with the USS 
Ronald Reagan group last summer in wa¬ 
ters near the Korean Peninsula. The Carl 
Vinson’s deployment irked North Korea, 
which threatened to target the ship with 
“merciless ultra-precision strikes” and 
later released a propaganda video showing 
missiles striking the carrier and sinking it. 

The ships wrapped up a three-week train¬ 
ing exercise in late November that included 
“a series of at-sea drills, missile shoots, and 
strike operations using a variety of naval 
platforms and weapons,” the Navy state¬ 
ment said. 


Navy finds aircraft that 
crashed in Philippine Sea 



Corwin CoLBERi/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 

The USS Wasp arrives at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, for a port visit on Dec. 28. 

USS Wasp joins 7th Fleet after 
finishing Caribbean relief efforts 


By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 

The USS Wasp entered the 7th 
Fleet’s operations area Saturday, 
moving closer to its new homeport 
in Japan. 

Navy officials announced that 
the amphibious-assault ship will 
soon pull into Sasebo Naval Base 
— an arrival that was delayed 
after the Wasp was diverted to the 
Caribbean in September to assist 
with disaster-relief efforts. 

The Wasp is joining the Navy’s 
7th Fleet as its forward-deployed 
amphibious-assault ship and will 
serve as the flag ship of the fleet’s 
amphibious forces. It’s replac¬ 
ing the USS Bonhomme Rich¬ 
ard, which has been homeported 
in Sasebo since April 2012. The 
bulk of the ships in the 7th Fleet’s 
amphibious force are based in 
Sasebo. 

The ship departed Naval Station 
Norfolk, Va., in August and was en 


route to Japan when it was divert¬ 
ed to the Caribbean to assist with 
relief efforts in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands and Dominica after Hur¬ 
ricane Irma. The Wasp was then 
tapped to provide aid to Puerto 
Rico after the island was struck by 
the Category 5 Hurricane Maria. 

Aircraft aboard the Wasp flew 
108 missions in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands and Puerto Rico, totaling 
385 hours of flight time and mov¬ 
ing 1,129 passengers along with 
26,720 pounds of equipment and 
1,718,200 pounds of various lo¬ 
gistical support items, including 
328,100 pounds of food and water, 
a Navy statement said. 

In October, the ship resumed its 
voyage to Japan, with stops in Bra¬ 
zil and Hawaii along the way. The 
Wasp also conducted drills during 
the transit that covered damage 
control, combat systems, aviation 
and casualty response. 

The Wasp brings new capabili¬ 
ties to the 7th Fleet and can sup¬ 
port the next-generation F-35B 


Lightning II fighter, which is ca¬ 
pable of short takeoffs and verti¬ 
cal landings. The stealth jets are 
flown by Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron 121, which arrived last 
year at Marine Corps Air Station 
Iwakuni. 

“This move ensures that our 
most technologically-advanced 
air warfare platforms are forward 
deployed,” Capt. Andrew Smith, 
the Wasp’s commander, said in a 
previous statement. 

The Wasp typically includes a 
crew of about 1,000 sailors and can 
embark more than 1,600 Marines. 
The 844-foot flattop ship employs 
31 aircraft, as well as Marine am¬ 
phibious craft out of its well deck. 

The Bonhomme Richard will 
remain in Sasebo along with the 
Wasp for an undetermined pe¬ 
riod in 2018 before heading to its 
new home in San Diego, where it 
will undergo maintenance and 
upgrades. 

hiavac.tylerdistripes.com 


By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — The Navy has located the 
C-2A Greyhound that crashed into 
the Phihppine Sea in November, 
killing three sailors. 

Deepwater salvage experts op¬ 
erating out of a contracted salvage 
vessel found the aircraft the last 
week of December using a system 
to hone in on the downed plane’s 
emergency relocation pinger, said 
a Navy statement issued Friday. 

The Greyhound is about 18,500 
feet down, which would make the 
aircraft recovering operation the 
deepest ever attempted, the state¬ 
ment said. In the coming weeks, 
salvage teams will begin map¬ 
ping the debris field and attaching 
heavy lines to the ship to bring the 
aircraft to the surface. 

“Despite very challenging con¬ 
ditions, every effort will be made 
to recover the aircraft and our 
fallen sailors,” the statement said. 

The Greyhound was carrying 
11 passengers and cargo from 
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni 
to the aircraft carrier USS Ronald 
Reagan when it crashed on Nov. 
22. It was assigned to Carrier Air 
Wing 5, the aviation component of 
carrier’s strike group. 

The Yokosuka-based Ronald 
Reagan was conducting an annual 
bilateral maritime field-training 
exercise with the Japan Maritime 
Self-Defense Force at the time of 
the incident. 

Shortly after the crash, eight 
people were rescued by Navy 
Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 
12. US. and Japanese ships and 


aircraft spent two days searching 
for the three missing sailors — Lt. 
Steven Combs, Seaman Matthew 
Chialastri and Seaman Appren¬ 
tice Bryan Grosso — over an area 
of nearly 1,000 square nautical 
miles. 

The Navy is considering a post¬ 
humous award for Combs, whose 
flying has been credited with pos¬ 
sibly saving the lives of the other 
passengers. 

“Lt. Combs’ co-pilot was ef¬ 
fusive in his praise. He said, ‘He 
flew the hell out of that plane,”’ 
Navy Cmdr. Ronald Flanders, a 
spokesman for Naval Air Forces, 
told Stars and Stripes. “It was he¬ 
roic. A remarkable piece of flying 
that was instrumental in saving 
eight lives.” 

The Navy has yet to announce 
the official cause of the crash. It 
appears the Greyhound suffered 
a rare double engine failure, two 
Navy officials previously told 
Stars and Stripes on the condition 
of anonymity because they were 
not authorized to discuss the on¬ 
going investigation. The officials 
said it was unclear what would 
have caused the engines to fail. 

The crash capped off a deadly 
year for the Navy’s Japan-based 
7th Fleet that included a series of 
high-profile accidents and mis¬ 
haps. In January, the USS An- 
tietam ran aground and spilled 
roughly 1,100 gallons of hydrauhc 
fluid into Tokyo Bay; in June, a 
collision between the USS Fitzger¬ 
ald and a merchant ship killed 
seven sailors; and in August, the 
USS John S. McCain ran into an 
oil tanker, kilhng 10 more. 
hlavac.tyler@stripes.com 



Alex Corona, Courtesy of the U.S. Navy/AP 


The U.S. Navy has located a C-2A Greyhound transport aircraft deep 
on the Pacific Ocean floor where it crashed in November. 
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PACIFIC _ 

8th Army welcomes 
a new commander 



Marcus FicHTL/Stars and Stripes 


In his final act as 8th Army commander, Lt. Gen. Thomas Vandal 
passes the unit’s colors at Camp Humphreys, South Korea, on Friday. 


By Marcus Fichtl 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South 
Korea—The 8th Army welcomed 
a new commander to lead its sol¬ 
diers on the tense Korean Penin¬ 
sula during a ceremony Friday at 
its new home south of Seoul. 

Lt. Gen. Michael Bills accepted 
the unit’s colors inside Collier Fit¬ 
ness Center at Camp Humphreys 
saying he would do his best to 
maintain the Army’s “fight to¬ 
night” posture. He replaces Lt. 
Gen. Thomas Vandal, who is 
retiring. 

The highest Army headquar¬ 
ters unit on the peninsula, the 
field army overseas the 2nd In¬ 
fantry Division, 19th Expedition¬ 
ary Sustainment Command and 
other brigades, including the air- 
defense brigade. 

Bills — who previously served 
as US. Forces Korea’s assistant 
chief of staff of operations — will 
be charged with overseeing the 
final touches of a $10.7 billion 
expansion at Humphreys, which 
will eventually replace Yongsan 
Garrison in Seoul as the main U.S. 
military base in South Korea. The 
expansion had been frequently 
postponed since Washington and 


Seoul agreed in 2004 to move U.S. 
forces south of the Han River, 
which runs through the capital. 

Overseeing transformations is 
something the New York native 
has experienced often during his 
34 years in the Army. As com¬ 
mander of the 3rd Armored Cav¬ 
alry Regiment in 2006, Bills led a 
unit refitting after it moved from 
Fort Carson, Colo., to Fort Hood, 
Texas. As Fort Carson’s senior 
commander from 2013 to 2014, 
he headed up the transformation 
of the 4th Infantry Division as it 
deactivated one armored brigade 
and transitioned another to a 
Stryker brigade. 

During Friday’s ceremony, 
USFK commander Gen. Vincent 
Brooks praised Bills’ war record, 
which began with a deployment 
to Saudi Arabia during Operation 
Desert Storm. Vandal said Bills is 
the right man for the job. 

“Our combined, multigenera- 
tional commitment to the defense 
of [South Korea] will remain rock 
steady under [Bills],” he said. “I 
can personally attest that his ex¬ 
perience [with USFK] gives him 
the in-depth, strategic insight 
needed to succeed.” 

Bills will have to maneuver a 
dense media landscape as a com¬ 


mander in a geopolitical hotspot 
that saw North Korea conduct an 
underground nuclear blast and 
fire more than 20 ballistic mis¬ 
siles last year. 

His dealings with the press 
have garnered him negative at¬ 
tention in the past. In 2014, while 
serving as the 1st Cavalry Divi¬ 
sion’s commander. Bills banned 
the military editor of a small 
Texas newspaper from covering 


the division after a disagreement 
over wording in a redeployment 
story. The ban was quickly lifted. 

The United States maintains 
about 28,500 servicemembers 
in South Korea, which remains 
technically at war with the North 
after the Korean War ended in 
an armistice instead of a peace 
treaty. 

fichtl.marcus@stripes.com 
Twitter: @MarcusFichti 


Warning light forces helo to make emergency landing 



Shohei Seki, Kyodo News/AP 


U.S. military personnel remove a part of the main rotor on a Marine Corps’ UH-IY helicopter 
from a beach in Uruma, Japan’s southern Okinawa islands, Sunday. The helicopter made an 
emergency landing Saturday after indications the main rotor was moving too fast. 


By Hana Kusumoto 
AND Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

There were no injuries after a U.S. military 
helicopter made an emergency landing Satur¬ 
day on Okinawa, Marine Corps and Japanese 
officials said. 

The Marines told Japanese officials that a 
UH-IY Venom from the 1st Marine Aircraft 
Wing made a “preventive landing” just after 
4 p.m. on an Ikei Island beach after a warn¬ 
ing light came on indicating excessive speed 
from its main rotor, said a spokesman for the 
Okinawa Defense Bureau, which is part of 
Japan’s Defense Ministry. 

There were no reports of damage or inju¬ 
ries, including to the Venom’s four crewmem¬ 
bers, the spokesman said. The aircraft was 
still at the beach Sunday being checked by the 
Marines. 

A witness told Okinawa Prefectural Police 
there was no fire or smoke coming from the 
helicopter after the incident. 

Marine officials confirmed that the land¬ 
ing was made because of indications that the 
aircraft’s main rotor was moving too fast. 

“We are grateful that all crew members 
are unharmed, no one was hurt and no prop¬ 
erty was damaged,” Marine 2nd Lt. Gregory 
Cronen told Stars and Stripes in a statement 
Sunday. 

The Marine Corps vowed to “rigorously” 
investigate the cause of the incident. 

“We care deeply for the safety of both our 
pilots and crew in our aircraft as well as the 
communities around which we operate,” he 
said. 

The incident is the latest in a string of recent 
U.S. military aircraft mishaps on or around 
the southern Japanese island prefecture that 
have led to heightened safety concerns among 
Okinawa’s local population. 


On Dec. 13, a CH-53E Super Stallion’s win¬ 
dow inexplicably became separated from the 
aircraft and landed on an elementary school 
sports field adjacent to Marine Corps Air 
Station Futenma’s fence line. More than 50 
schoolchildren were playing at the time, and 
one boy was slightly injured from a pebble 
that flew up during impact. 

On Dec. 7, a plastic part thought to belong to 
a U.S. military helicopter landed on the roof of 


a local day care facility, leading to protests in 
front of U.S. military facilities. 

In October, a 1st Marine Aircraft Wing 
Super Stallion made an emergency landing in 
a farmer’s field outside Okinawa’s Northern 
Training Area after an inflight fire. The air¬ 
craft was an almost total loss. 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 

burke.matt@stripes.com 


More stray 
rounds 
found near 
US range 

By Marcus Fichtl 
AND Yoo Kyong Chang 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South 
Korea — More than 10 stray 
rounds from an Army training 
area have been found at a South 
Korean base near the Demili¬ 
tarized Zone, according to offi¬ 
cials from the country’s Defense 
Ministry. 

The bullets, which the officials 
say are .50-caliber rounds, were 
discovered at a small base in 
Pocheon, just a few miles from 
Rodriguez Live Fire Range — a 
3,390-acre U.S. complex near 
the heavily fortified border with 
North Korea. 

A joint investigation into the in¬ 
cident between the Defense Min¬ 
istry and the U.S. military was 
underway on Friday. 

Eighth Army spokeswoman 
Christina Wright confirmed the 
investigation to Stars and Stripes 
in an email Thursday but said no 
other information was available. 

Last month, the 8th Army 
hosted a town hall meeting in 
Pocheon to address a bullet fired 
from Rodriguez that was found 
inside a local home in November. 
It was the third incident, includ¬ 
ing a fire, at the range that year. 

Then-8th Army commander 
Lt. Gen. Thomas Vandal said new 
safety procedures were in the 
works; however, the command 
has yet to provide details about 
those measures. 

Lee Kil Yun, a local resident 
who serves as chief of the Po¬ 
cheon Live-fire Range Counter¬ 
measure Committee, said Friday 
that his group plans to meet 
Monday on Mount Bulmu, which 
overlooks the training range, to 
prevent units from firing unless 
their concerns are addressed by 
the South Korean government. 

“The government has been 
treating these incidents too light¬ 
ly,” said Choi Myungsoon, a group 
member from Yami-ri. “So, we’ll 
be asking the prime minister to 
have face-to-face talks with us. 
We can’t trust [the government] 
unless the prime minister or 
president comes and talks with 
us.” 

Such incidents have been on the 
decline over the past few years, 
according to statistics obtained 
last month from Pocheon’s city 
hall. Wednesday’s stray round 
was the first of 2018. 

Rodriguez Live Fire Range is 
the Army’s premier training site 
on the Korean Peninsula and one 
of the few places where troops 
have space to maneuver and train 
with live munitions. 

fichtl.marcus@stripes.com 

kyong.chang@stripes.com 
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Rocket: Report finds 
quality control issues 
in Air Force program 



United Launch Alliance 





Technicians with United Launch Alliance assist with preparations for a resupply mission from Cape 
Canaveral Air Force Station in Florida to the International Space Station. 

I 


A Falcon 9 rocket stands ready for liftoff at the Kennedy Space 
Center’s Launch Complex 39A. The rocket will boost a Dragon 
resupply spacecraft to the International Space Station. 



FROM FRONT PAGE 

military contractors, said it “is¬ 
sued corrective action requests to 
each contractor. Each contractor 
submitted corresponding correc¬ 
tive action plans and they are well 
underway in implementing those 
corrective actions.” 

Air Force Space Command’s 
top rocket man, Col Robert P. 
Bongiovi, director of launch sys¬ 
tems, praised the report. 

“Our priority is mission success 
on every launch and we appre¬ 
ciate the [Defense Department 
inspector general’s] diligence in 
ensuring our provider’s quality 
systems and processes are tuned 
to ensure continued launch suc¬ 
cess,” he said. 

Issues like those highlighted 
in the report can create big prob¬ 
lems in a business with little room 
for mistakes, said John Pike, who 
runs the Virginia-based think 


By Jeff McMenemy 
Portsmouth (N.H.) Herald 

PORTSMOUTH — US. Air 
Force Brig. Gen. Trent Edwards 
believes the United States has “to 
be prepared as a nation to conduct 
a conflict or a war that extends to 
or begins in space.” 

“I don’t think it’s a matter of 
if; I think it’s a matter of when a 
conflict will extend into space,” 
said Edwards. He spoke during 
an interview last week with Sea- 
coast Sunday. “And so we need to 
protect the satellites that are in 
orbit.” 

Satellites are important not only 
to the military, Edwards stressed, 
but also “our way of life.” 

“How many times do we use 
Google; how many times do we 
use GPS? Those satellites are fly¬ 
ing in orbit, and if we can’t pro¬ 


tank GlobalSecurity.org. 

“There’s a reason they call it 
rocket science,” Pike said. 

Pike said they also point to big¬ 
ger problems. 

Two decades of successful 
launches. Pike said, may have 
bred complacency in the Air 
Force’s rocket enterprise that 
could lead to failures. 

“If it seems to be working, they 
aren’t going to go looking for 
problems,” he said. 

In the late 1990s, the Air Force 
suffered a string of spectacu¬ 
lar launch failures — six in nine 
months. The service was ordered 
by Congress to probe the prob¬ 
lems, and the service found a 
series of issues, many based on 
faulty quality control procedures 
by contractors. 

This time, the Pentagon has or¬ 
dered a “root cause analysis” to 
figure out why pop cans and poop 


tect them and defend them, then 
it’s easy for an adversary to dis¬ 
rupt or deny our access to those,” 
Edwards said. 

Edwards, who visited the Sea- 
coast with his wife, who grew up 
in Portsmouth, and his family, 
served until recently as director 
of programming, financial man¬ 
agement and comptroller at the 
Air Force Space Command head¬ 
quarters at Peterson Air Force 
Base in Colorado. 

He pointed to a troubling sce¬ 
nario about how some country 
could potentially affect the US. 
economy by targeting our coun¬ 
try’s satellites. 

“If an enemy were to disrupt 
satellites that affect trading on 
Wall Street, the time ... of when 
that trade was impacted,” Ed¬ 
wards said. “That’s all possible 
if we don’t pay more attention to 


were allowed in the same room as 
rocket engines. 

The report found more than pop 
and poop problems. 

Investigators delved into wheth¬ 
er contractors complied with a set 
of rules with a title only the Pen¬ 
tagon could love: Aerospace Stan¬ 
dard 9100C. 

That set of regulations controls 
everything from product testing 
and materials safety to control of 
debris and keeping track of expi¬ 
ration dates on equipment. 

In one example, the investiga¬ 
tors found expired glue at a rocket 
plant run by Aerojet Rocketdyne. 

At SpaceX, investigators say 
they spotted workers using 
tools that weren’t specified in a 
manual. 

At United Launch Alliance, in¬ 
vestigators say workers weren’t 
taking precautions to avoid static 
electricity and to control humidity 
around rocket parts. 

Of the 181 issues found, 64 were 
tied to United Launch Alliance, 75 
to SpaceX and 42 to Aerojet Rock¬ 
etdyne. In all, 68 of the issues were 
deemed “mqjor.” 

Any issue could cost the Air 
Force big bucks. With a rocket 
launch running around $400 mil- 


protecting satellites in orbit.” 

He believes Congress needs to 
increase defense spending so the 
US. military can better defend 
against such attacks, whether 
they’re aimed at the military or 
disrupting the private sector. And 
he believes the military needs 
to “pay more attention in terms 
of resources and funding for 
cyber resources across the entire 
DOD (Department of Defense) 
network.” 

There were 1.3 billion “mali¬ 
cious connection attempts” in 
2016 to just the Air Force net¬ 
work, he said. “Our cyberopera¬ 
tors are out there defending the 
network every single day, but 
we need more of them, and we 
need more resources dedicated to 
cyberoperations.” 

If North Korea were to launch 
a missile at the United States, it is 


hon and some military satellites 
topping $1 billion, any failure 
could take a bite out of the Pen¬ 
tagon’s $8 billion in annual space 
spending. 

The military has promised to 
determine how the problems arose 
within 90 days. 

Pike said the solution to the issue 
is simple: Make sure airmen and 
contractors don’t slack off when it 
comes to quality standards. 


space defense systems that would 
stop it, he said. 

“We have the ability to stop (it), 
but we need to invest more to in¬ 
crease the probability of defeat¬ 
ing or taking out that missile,” 
Edwards said. “That will include 
increased budget share to in¬ 
crease that probability, which re¬ 
ally just amounts to reducing the 
risk. We need to reduce the risk.” 

He pointed to the Precision 
Navigation and Timing system, 
or PNT, which does things like 
allow “the carrier strikes groups 
in the Navy to be at certain places 
at certain times.” 

“That allows the KC-135, which 
is the refueling aircraft, to meet 
up with the F-22, which is the 
fighter aircraft at the right point 
at the right time and give them 
gas,” Edwards said. “If that is dis¬ 
rupted, we’re in trouble.” 




Aerojet Rocketdyne/NASA 


Four RS-25 engines stand ready to be integrated with a rocket. 

Air Force general: War in space is coming 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Haqqani network is unfamiliar threat 


By Ann M. Simmons 

Los Angeles Times 

When the Trump administration an¬ 
nounced last week it was suspending mili¬ 
tary aid to Pakistan until the country takes 
more aggressive action against terrorist 
organizations targeting Americans, one 
of the groups it named was the Haqqani 
network. 

Compared with other extremist groups, 
it is unfamiliar to many people in the U.S. 

Jalaluddin Haqqani was an Afghan war¬ 
lord and a leader of the insurgency against 
Soviet forces in Afghanistan in the 1980s, 
when he formed his Sunni Islamist militant 
organization, which the U.S. government 
did not designate as a foreign terrorist or¬ 
ganization until 2012. 

Today the group is based primarily in the 
North Waziristan region of Pakistan, from 
which it conducts cross-border operations 
into eastern Afghanistan and Kabul, ac¬ 
cording to a counterterrorism guide pub¬ 
lished by the U.S. government’s National 
Counterterrorism Center. 

One of its m^or goals is to reassert the 
Taliban’s control in Afghanistan and re¬ 
establish the Islamic Emirate of Afghani¬ 
stan, experts said. 

Haqqani aligned himself with the Tal¬ 
iban in the mid-1990s and served as its 


minister of tribal affairs until it was dis¬ 
lodged by the U.S. invasion in 2001. He was 
also a mentor to al-Qaida leader Osama bin 
Laden, according to the U.S. counterter¬ 
rorism center. 

Media reports in 2015 that Haqqani had 
died have never been confirmed. But at 
some point, he handed leadership of the 
network to his son, Sirqjuddin, who in 2015 
was named as a deputy of the Taliban lead¬ 
ership council. 

Experts have mixed opinions about the 
extent of the network’s relationship to the 
Taliban. 

The Haqqani network’s high-profile at¬ 
tacks target “anyone who they deem to be 
in their way of re-establishing the Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan and bringing the 
Taliban back to power,” said Bill Roggio, a 
senior fellow at the Foundation for Defense 
of Democracies. That includes Afghan 
security forces, government buildings, ci¬ 
vilians, and Western forces and interests, 
including the U.S. Embassy and military 
bases. 

The group is known to maintain close 
ties to al-Qaida, the Pakistani Taliban and 
to the Pakistani military intelligence ser¬ 
vices, experts said. 

It is “well-respected amongst the jihadist 
circles,” Roggio said. “Sir^uddin Haqqani 
has been used to solve disputes between 


various factions.” 

He said that respect comes in large part 
from the group’s support for global jihad 
— the armed conflict to expand the Islam¬ 
ic world — by providing shelter, training 
camps and financing in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. 

Experts said it’s impossible to know the 
size of the group, but some estimates put 
its membership at upward of 10,000 peo¬ 
ple, with many recruits coming from the 
northern Pakistan region where the group 
is based. 

The network is believed to be financed 
by some Gulf states, including Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, and by the Pakistani establishment. 
The elder Haqqani reportedly speaks flu¬ 
ent Arabic and is well-connected in the 
Arab Gulf region. One of his two wives is 
reportedly from the United Arab Emirates. 
Money generated through the network’s 
illicit activities, including trafficking in 
drugs and minerals, also fund the group, 
experts said. 

It aims to create ungovernable areas in 
eastern Afghanistan where it can safely 
run its criminal enterprises, said Ahmad 
M^idyar, a fellow at the Middle East 
Institute. 

But its trademark is the sophistication 
of its assaults. The group is known to have 
effective tactical fighters, expertise in car 
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Jalaluddin Haqqani is the founder of the 
militant Haqqani network. 

bombs and suicide attacks, and influence 
in recruiting foreign jihadis, experts said. 

“What has made the Haqqani network 
stand out and also become very much fa¬ 
mous is its lethality and also its ability to 
conduct... attacks in the most secure and 
most strategic locations across Afghani¬ 
stan but, most importantly, in the capital, 
Kabul,” M^idyar said. 

Notable attacks in recent years include 
the June 2011 assault on the Kabul Inter¬ 
continental Hotel and suicide bombings in 
2008 and 2009 against the Indian Embassy 
in Kabul, according to the counterterror¬ 
ism center. 


Protesters put spotlight on Iran’s involvement in Syria 



Ebrahim Noroozi/AP 


People attend the state funeral in Tehran, Iran, of Mohsen Hojaji, a young Revolutionary Guard soldier 
beheaded in Syria by Islamic State. Some protesters say Iran’s government is spending billions of 
dollars on the military when it should be focused on providing jobs and controlling the cost of living. 


By Philip Issa 

Associated Press 

BEIRUT — In demonstrations 
across Iran, chants are going up 
against the military’s vast and 
shadowy war in Syria, one of Teh¬ 
ran’s closest allies and a front-line 
state in its confrontation with its 
archenemy, Israel. 

Although the protests have 
focused on economic issues, 
demonstrators have also voiced 
opposition to the government’s 
policy of sending young Irani¬ 
ans to fight and die in Syria and 
spending billions of dollars on the 
military when, protesters say, the 
priority should be working to pro¬ 
vide jobs in Iran and control the 
rising cost of living. 

Their slogans include, “Leave 
Syria, think about us!” and 
“Death to Hezbollah!” the Ira¬ 
nian-backed Lebanese militant 
group that has been a key instru¬ 
ment of Tehran in Syria’s war. 

Syria saw its own anti-govern¬ 
ment protests in 2011. They were 
met with a brutal crackdown by 
President Bashar Assad’s secu¬ 
rity services. 

But as cracks appeared in 
Assad’s military, with soldiers 
refusing to fire on protesters and 
defecting, Iran and later Russia 
stepped in to support their ally. 

Iran’s theocratic leadership 
has cast the effort as a religious 
war for Shiite Islam, an epochal 
struggle to defend the shrine of 
the Prophet Muhammad’s grand¬ 
daughter in Damascus from 
Sunni jihadis, and to deal a crip¬ 
pling blow to what it says is a 
U.S.-Israeli conspiracy to destroy 
Syria. 

Syria, bordering both Israel 
and Lebanon, is also a key node 
to Iran’s network of deterrence 
against Israel. 


Tehran needs Damascus as 
both a conduit to and sponsor of 
Hezbollah, Iran’s vanguard force 
in the region. 

Today, Iran’s military and an 
array of regional militias under 
its command operate with wide 
latitude in both Syria and Iraq. It 
is also invested in the Gaza Strip 
and is accused of supporting Shi¬ 
ite rebels in Yemen. 

Military sacrifice 

Across Iran, banners honoring 
the young men who have died in 
Syria hang over public spaces as 
a reminder of their sacrifice. 


Imams memorialize the dead at 
Friday prayers, and media outlets 
pay tribute to the “martyrs” who 
have died “defending the holy 
shrine” of Muhammad’s grand¬ 
daughter, Sayyida Zeinab. 

In September, Iran’s supreme 
leader. Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
prayed over the casket of Mohsen 
Hojqji, 25, at a funeral broad¬ 
cast nationwide, followed by a 
rally in Tehran — moves crafted 
to stir patriotism in a country 
weary of the military venture 
in Syria. An image of Hojqji de¬ 
picted him being welcomed into 
heaven by Hussein, Muhammad’s 
grandson. 


Mohammad Ali Shahidi, the 
head of the Martyr’s Foundation 
of the Islamic Revolution, which 
supports veterans and families of 
the dead, says more than 2,000 
men have been killed, though 
roughly half are foreigners from 
Afghanistan and other nations 
fighting under militias organized 
by Tehran. 

Syrian rebels say the Revo¬ 
lutionary Guard has directed 
several mqjor battles on behalf 
of Assad’s forces and has bases 
across the country. 

Iran spends more than $12 
billion annually on its military, 
according to the Stockholm In¬ 


ternational Peace Research In¬ 
stitute. It is understood to spend 
millions more on subsidies and 
exports to Syria, whose economy 
has been shattered by the war. 

The protests now shaking Iran 
erupted after President Hassan 
Rouhani’s latest budget proposal 
disclosed cuts to local subsi¬ 
dies while preserving privileges 
for the military and religious 
institutions. 

Hezbollah and others 

Iran and Assad have relied on 
Hezbollah for some of the tough¬ 
est missions in Syria. But Tehran 
has also organized militias from 
Afghanistan, called the Fatimiy- 
oun, and Pakistan, called the 
Zeynabiyoun, to fight in Syria. It 
promises Afghan refugees living 
in Iran wages and citizenship in 
exchange for a tour of duty. 

Syrian rebels say they are bat¬ 
tling not just Syrian government 
soldiers, but Lebanese, Iraqi, and 
Afghani fighters 

Syria’s rebels, boosted by calls 
for global jihad, are supported by 
scores of foreign fighters of their 
own. 

Human Rights Watch says 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard has 
recruited Afghan refugee chil¬ 
dren as young as 14 to fight in 
Syria, identifiable by their tomb¬ 
stones in Iran. It says Iranian 
media memorialized child sol¬ 
diers and hailed Iranian fighters 
as young as 13 in the Syria battle. 

Iran also leans heavily on the 
battle-hardened fighters of Iraq’s 
state-sanctioned Popular Mobi¬ 
lization Forces, which has been 
instrumental in defeating ISIS 
militants on both sides of the 
Syria-Iraq border and opening a 
corridor of Iranian influence that 
runs from Tehran to Beirut. 
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Trump 
open to 
talking 
to Kim 

By Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

THURMONT, Md. — President 
Donald Trump, shelving compari¬ 
sons about the size of a “nuclear 
button,” said Saturday he is open 
to talking with the North Korean 
leader he’s called “Little Rocket 
Man” and hopes some progress 
results from upcoming talks be¬ 
tween the Koreas. 

Trump, who last year lambast¬ 
ed his chief diplomat for talking 
about negotiations with the nucle- 
ar-armedNorth, 
told reporters 
at Camp David 
that some dia¬ 
logue or direct 
conversation 
with Kim Jong 
Un was not be¬ 
yond the realm 
of possibility. 

“Sure, I al¬ 
ways believe in 
talking,” Trump 
said. “Abso¬ 
lutely I would do 
that; I wouldn’t 
have a problem 
with that at all.” But he was quick 
to add that any talks would come 
with conditions, which he did not 
specify. 

The first formal talks between 
North and South in more than two 
years are set to take place in a bor¬ 
der town Tuesday as the rivals try 
to find ways to cooperate on the 
Winter Olympics in the South and 
to improve their ties. 

“Right now, they’re talking 
Olympics. It’s a start; it’s a big 
start,” Trump said during a ques- 
tion-and-answer session after 
meetings with GOP leaders in 
Congress and Cabinet members 
on the administration’s 2018 leg¬ 
islative agenda. Kim “knows I’m 
not messing around. I’m not mess¬ 
ing around, not even a little bit, not 
even 1 percent. He understands 
that,” Trump said. 

Assessing this week’s discus¬ 
sions, Trump said that “if some¬ 
thing can happen and something 
can come out of those talks, that 
would be a great thing for all of 
humanity.” The president also 
said he had spoken with South 
Korean leader Moon Jae-in, who 
“thanks me very much for my 
tough stance.” 

“You have to have a certain atti¬ 
tude, and you have to be prepared 
to do certain things, and I’m to¬ 
tally prepared to do that,” Trump 
said, contending his tough words 
have helped persuade the North to 
sit down with the South. 
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Andrew Harnik/AP 


President Donald Trump’s chief of staff, John Kelly, right, listens as Trump and Republican 
congressmen hold a news conference after participating in a Congressional Republican Leadership 
Retreat at Camp David, Md., on Saturday. 


After book slams him, Trump 
bemoans ‘very weak’ libel laws 


By Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Plainly agitated by a new 
book portraying him as dysfunctional. President 
Donald Trump is bemoaning his country’s “very 
weak” libel laws and making the case that he’s 
“like, really smart” and, indeed, a “very stable 
genius.” 

Trump defense of his mental fitness in a series 
of tweets was a singular episode in a presidency 
rife with moments unlike any that have come be¬ 
fore in that office. 

He was pushing back against “Fire and Fury: 
Inside the Trump White House,” which paints 
him as a leader who doesn’t understand the 
weight of his office and whose competence is 
questioned by aides. 

“Actually, throughout my life, my two greatest 
assets have been mental stability and being, like, 
really smart,” Trump tweeted from Camp David, 
the presidential retreat in Maryland, a few hours 
before a strategy session on the 2018 legislative 
agenda with Republican congressional leaders 
and Cabinet members. 

When Trump addressed reporters later, the 
Ivy League graduate was ready for the question. 

“I went to the best colleges for college,” said 
Trump, who holds a bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Pennsylvania. “I had a situation 
where I was a very excellent student, came out, 
made billions and billions of dollars, became one 
of the top business people, went to television and 
for 10 years was a tremendous success, as you 
probably have heard, ran for president one time 
and won.” 

His ire was directed at author Michael Wolff, 
whose book draws a derogatory portrait of the 
45th president as an undisciplined man-child 
who didn’t actually want to win the White House 
and who spends his evenings eating cheeseburg¬ 
ers in bed, watching television and talking on the 
telephone to old friends. 

The book also quotes Trump’s former chief 
strategist, Steve Bannon, and other promi¬ 
nent advisers as questioning the president’s 
competence. 

“I consider it a work of fiction,” Trump told 
reporters. “The libel laws are very weak in this 
country. If they were strong, it would be very 
helpful. You wouldn’t have things like that hap¬ 
pen where you can say whatever comes to your 
head.” 


He went on: “I don’t know this man. I guess 
sloppy Steve brought him in the White House 
quite a bit and it was one of those things. That’s 
why sloppy Steve is now looking for a job,” Trump 
said. 

In one of his morning tweets, the president 
said critics are “taking out the old Ronald Rea¬ 
gan playbook and screaming mental stability and 
intelligence.” 

He said his journey from “VERY successful 
businessman,” to reality TV star to president 
on his first try “would qualify as not smart, but 
genius ... and a very stable 
genius at that!” 

Reagan died in 2004, at 
age 93, from pneumonia 
complicated by the Alzheim¬ 
er’s disease that had progres¬ 
sively clouded his mind. At 
times when he was president, 
Reagan seemed forgetful 
and would lose his train of 
thought while talking. 

Doctors, however, said Al¬ 
zheimer’s was not to blame, 
noting the disease was di¬ 
agnosed years after he left 
office. Reagan announced 
his diagnosis in a letter to the American people 
in 1994, more than five years after leaving the 
White House. 

Trump, now 71, was the oldest president ever 
when assuming office. Reagan was nearly eight 
months younger. 

Trump’s chief of staff, John Kelly, who has 
tried to bring order to a chaotic White House, 
said he had not seen the tweets until reporters 
showed them to him just before Trump spoke at 
about noon. 

But he said that Trump didn’t appear angry 
Friday or Saturday. “I thought he would be, 
frankly,” Kelly said. As for the tweets: “He feels 
he can go around the press and get his perspec¬ 
tive out by tweeting,” explained Kelly. “That’s 
kind of why he does it.” 

Chatter about Trump’s mental fitness for office 
has intensified in recent months on cable news 
shows and among Democrats in Congress. 

Trump is set to have his first physical examina¬ 
tion as president this Friday at Walter Reed Na¬ 
tional Military Medical Center in Bethesda, Md. 
This exam does not typically involve having the 
president undergo a mental health evaluation, as 
some Democrats have urged. 
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President 
to campaign 
only for GOP 
incumbents 

By Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

THURMONT, Md. — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump said he’s done 
campaigning for insurgents chal¬ 
lenging incumbent Repubhcan 
members of Congress. 

Trump told reporters after 
meeting GOP House and Senate 
leaders at Camp David on Satur¬ 
day that he’s planning a robust 
schedule of campaigning for the 
2018 midterm elections and that 
includes involvement in the Re¬ 
publican primaries. He’ll cam¬ 
paign for incumbents, he said, and 
“anybody else that has my kind of 
thinking.” 

But after a stinging loss in Ala¬ 
bama, Trump said he’s done sup¬ 
porting challengers, declaring, “I 
don’t see that happening.” Trump 
had supported Roy Moore after he 
won the GOP primary. Moore’s 
defeat in the subsequent special 
election handed Democrats an¬ 
other seat in the Senate. 

Trump spent much of Friday and 
Saturday morning hashing out his 
2018 agenda with GOP House and 
Senate leaders, top White House 
aides and select Cabinet members 
at the presidential retreat at Camp 
David. He described the sessions 
as “perhaps transformative, in 
certain ways.” 

A long list of high-stakes topics 
were on the agenda, from national 
security and infrastructure to the 
budget and 2018 midterm election 
strategy. Though Democrats were 
not included in the discussions, 
the leaders — some dressed casu¬ 
ally in jeans, khakis and sweaters 
— said they were optimistic that 
more Democrats would be work¬ 
ing with Republicans. 

“We hope that 2018’11 be a year 
of more bipartisan cooperation,” 
Senate M^ority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, of Kentucky, told re¬ 
porters, predicting a “significant 
number of Democrats” would be 
interested in supporting Trump’s 
agenda. 

It’s a reflection of reahty. Repub¬ 
licans hold a razor-thin majority 
in the Senate and will need Demo¬ 
crats’ support to push through 
most legislation. It’s unclear, how¬ 
ever, the extent to which Trump is 
willing to work with Democrats to 
achieve that goal. Trump, for in¬ 
stance, declared Saturday that he 
will not sign legislation protecting 
hundreds of thousands of young 
people who were brought to the 
US. illegally as children unless 
Congress agrees to fund his prom¬ 
ised border wall and overhaul the 
legal immigration system. 

Trump last year ended the 
Obama administration’s Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program — which shielded more 
than 700,000 people from depor¬ 
tation and gave then the right to 
work legally in the country — and 
gave Congress until March to find 
a fix. Trump said any deal must 
stop immigrants from being able 
to sponsor their extended family 
members and must end the diver¬ 
sity visa lottery, which draws im¬ 
migrants from under-represented 
parts of the world. 
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Cold provides rare 
chance to train for 
ice rescues in Va. 



Photos by Carolyn Van HouTEN/The Washington Post 


From right, Josh Wise and Jake Daniel dig in on Saturday to pull simulated victims from the ice of the 
Potomac River near the Columbia Island Marina in Arlington, Va. 



The water-rescue team warms up inside the Arlington County Fire 
Department's mass-casualty bus Saturday after the exercise. 


By Steve Hendrix 
The Washington Post 

This is what Capt. Mike Devine 
had been waiting for: the coldest 
stretch of winter in years, a thick 
coat of ice on the Potomac and 
the chance to throw some of his 
fellow firefighters — and one re¬ 
porter — into the water. 

Devine stood on the glistening, 
glacial surface of the river near 
the Pentagon’s parking lot Satur¬ 
day morning. The bright air was 
10 degrees, the black water was 
about a half-degree above freez¬ 
ing, one of his men was flailing 
about in a chain-sawed hole in 
the ice and all was right with the 
world. 

“This is great,” Devine said, 
rubbing his neoprene gloves to¬ 
gether, his Gore-Tex dry suit 
glazed with ice after his own 
repeated polar plunges. “This 
makes us 100 percent ready for 
anything.” 

Devine is the head of the Ar¬ 
lington County Fire Depart¬ 
ment’s young water-rescue team 
in Virginia. The squad, which 
began training four years ago and 
became operational in 2016, joins 
a consortium of regional water 
crews, including veteran units 
in Virginia’s Fairfax County and 
Maryland’s Montgomery County. 

The Arlington team routinely 
practices pulling swimmers from 
the white water below Great Falls, 
Va., and drivers from submerged 
vehicles, all the worst-case role- 
playing from rivers, lakes and 
floods. The piece that has been 
missing for most of the team’s 
52 men and women has been ice 
rescue, a scenario officials in 
this region of iffy winters refer 
to as a “low-frequency, high-risk” 
emergency. 

Already during this cold snap, 
other rescue teams have re¬ 
sponded to ice calls in the area, 
including a group of young people 
who drove their SUV onto — and 
then into — a Loudoun County 
pond and a man who was in criti¬ 
cal condition after being pulled 
Friday from a Frederick County 
pond. 

“We don’t see ice very often. 


but when we get it and someone 
goes through, it’s extremely dan¬ 
gerous for both the victim and the 
rescuer,” said Capt. Ken Bonicky, 
one of the founding leaders of the 
team. “This is just what we’ve 
needed to get more of our folks 
ready for the real thing.” 

Some team members got ice 
experience in 2015, when the 
river got enough of a coating for 
rescuers to venture out. A few of 
them promptly fell through — a 
little unplanned realism. 

“That definitely gets every¬ 
body on high alert,” said Bonicky, 
who was one of the ones who got 
dunked. “Instead of walking out, 
there’s going out on all fours like 
cats.” 

But this! The shockingly cold 
start to 2018 had produced a sheet 
of ice a firefighter could depend 
on — even jump on — although 
the professionals were too profes¬ 
sional for that. (The journalist, 
not so much). It was 6 inches thick 
and more than strong enough for 
four or five of them to stand con¬ 
fidently around the edge of the 
little, triangular lagoon they had 
cut Friday morning. It refroze 
overnight, and they had to open 
it anew. 

The exercise began back at 
Station 5, where the team mem¬ 
bers, all of whom had to pass 
swimming and endurance tests 
to qualify, helped each other with 
gear. The high-tech dry suits, all 
fail-safe zippers and rubber cuffs, 
can take two people to wrangle 
into place. 

“Make sure this one is tight,” 
Devine said, pointing to the big, 
lateral zipper at crotch level. “If 
you’ve got a leak there, you’ll 
know it instantly.” 

Waddling to and fro is tough 
enough; these folks have to be 
able to swim through white water 
in them. And it doesn’t take a 
freezing day to require the full 
rig. Prolonged exposure to water 
below 75 degrees is a hypother¬ 
mia risk, and the dry suits come 
out in September, or whenever 
hazardous materials might taint 
the water. 

The team lumbered aboard a 
mass-casualty bus for the quick 


drive to the river. Bonicky was 
waiting at the side of the hole. 
He had spent the previous morn¬ 
ing there as his fellow rescuers 
took turns playing hapless victim 
and determined hero. Now it was 
Devine’s turn to go back in. He 
struggled to get a nylon rope — 
now stiff as a tree branch — just 
so around the bobbing trunk of 
firefighter Jay Lin as they tread¬ 
ed water in conditions that would 
mean hypothermia in minutes if 
not for their gear. 

Nothing in the classroom lec¬ 
ture or the poolside drills had 
been as difficult as this. And both 
knew that a real victim — fight¬ 
ing mad with panic or, worse, un¬ 
conscious and sinking — would 
make it even harder. 


This was a placid backwater of 
the Potomac River, the Pentagon 
Lagoon, with the boats of the Co¬ 
lumbia Island Marina all locked 
in the icy armor of the polar vor¬ 
tex. But even here, the river cur¬ 
rent tugged the two swimmers 
against the side of the cut. Farther 
out, the river proper was too dan¬ 
gerous for training, even with all 
the safeguards. No one wanted to 
imagine being pulled under that 
slick, implacable ceiling of ice. 

“Even tethered up, trying to 
fight the current, we would lose,” 
Bonicky said. A chilling reality, 
indeed. 

Finally, Devine patted the top 
of his yellow helmet. Two team 
members on the bank began haul¬ 
ing on the lines attached to the 


sling he had gotten under Lin’s 
arms. “Kick your feet! Kick your 
feet!” Devine shouted at Lin, just 
as he would a real victim. 

Lin kicked, sending sparkling 
droplets into the air. The rescu¬ 
ers pulled and Devine, his arms 
around the designated victim, 
steered them over the edge. In 
a training pool, they use yoga 
mats to ease the friction. Here, 
they glided smoothly out of the 
water like a couple of Day-Glo 
walruses. 

Didn’t look that hard, actually. 

“You ready to try it?” Devine 
asked. 

And so this reporter found him¬ 
self hooked up, buttoned down, 
tethered to some reliable, iron- 
jawed first responders and climb¬ 
ing gingerly into a Potomac that 
was — according to the monitors 
at the Little Falls Pump Station 
— just 0.04 degrees on the wet 
side of frozen. 

Let the record show that Ar¬ 
lington Water Rescue got an ac¬ 
tual helpless victim to practice 
with Saturday. It wasn’t that cold, 
thanks to the outer wear, but still 
shocking. Especially as the cur¬ 
rent seemed to pull subtly from 
below the ice. 

Firefighter Pete Slattery 
plucked me twice from the peril, 
which didn’t feel so pretend after 
a few minutes. 

“How was that?” they all asked 
as we dripped and thawed over 
coffee amid the stretchers of the 
bus. 

That was cool. Very, very cool. 


to begin inching up after deep freeze, storm 


Temperatures 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The bitter cold that fol¬ 
lowed a massive East Coast snowstorm 
should begin to lessen as temperatures 
inch up and climb past freezing this week, 
weather forecasters said. 

Patrick Burke, a meteorologist with 
the National Weather Service’s Weather 
Prediction Center in College Park, Mary¬ 
land, said temperatures Sunday morning 
could hit record lows from South Caro¬ 
lina to Maine. But he said the wind won’t 


be as punishing as it was on Friday and 
Saturday. 

“With the wind dying down it will proba¬ 
bly feel significantly better although many 
of these areas will still be below freezing,” 
Burke said. 

Sunday afternoon’s high temperatures 
should range from the low-to-mid-20s in 
areas from Philadelphia to Boston. They 
are expected to reach the 30s and 40s on 
Monday and Tuesday. 

Many Northeast residents endured jaw- 
clenching temperatures and brutal wind 


chills on Saturday as cleanup continued 
from the storm that dropped as much 
as 18 inches of snow in some places on 
Thursday. 

As aviation crews at South Carolina’s 
busiest airport. Charleston International 
Airport, struggled to clear runways of 
snow and ice so they could be reopened, 
in New England water main breaks, fro¬ 
zen hydrants and burst pipes created new 
problems for officials. 

Hartford, Conn., registered 10 degrees 
with a wind chill of minus 20 while Burl¬ 


ington, Vt., was minus 1 degree and had a 
wind chill of minus 30. 

The temperature registered minus 37 
Saturday at the Mount Washington Ob¬ 
servatory in New Hampshire, one of the 
coldest places on the planet. The wind chill 
was minus 93. It tied for second place with 
Armstrong, Ontario, as the coldest spot in 
the world. 

Meteorologist Mike Carmon said people 
at the observatory were “layering up as a 
much as we can.” 
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States' water fight 
heads to high court 



Phil Sears/AP 


Rep. Steve Southerland, R-Fla., left, and Sen. Marco Rubio, center, listen to Florida 
Gov. Rick Scott announce a iawsuit against the state of Georgia while touring 
Apalachicola, Fla., in 2013. 


By Gary Fineout 
AND Mark Sherman 

Associated Press 

APALACHICOLA, Fla. — Reminders 
of the oyster’s pre-eminence in this slice 
of northwestern Florida are everywhere, 
from the shells that line the edges of down¬ 
town buildings to the paintings of oysters 
that dot the walls of Apalachicola’s art and 
history museum. 

It’s the oysters themselves that are hard¬ 
er to find these days, and Florida is hoping 
the Supreme Court can help fix that. The 
high court hears argument Monday in the 
long-running dispute between Florida and 
neighboring Georgia over the flow of water 
in the Apalachicola River, which runs from 
the state line to Apalachicola Bay and the 
nearby Gulf of Mexico. 

Florida sued Georgia in the Supreme 
Court in 2013, blaming farmers and boom¬ 
ing metro Atlanta for low river flows that 
harmed the environment and fisheries de¬ 
pendent on fresh water entering the area. 
Florida portrays the case as its last chance 
to “stem Georgia’s inequitable consump¬ 
tion” of water from the Chattahoochee and 
Flint rivers in Georgia, leaving too little by 
the time the rivers come together and pass 
into Florida. 

“It is effectively strangling the Apala¬ 
chicola Region and killing or threatening 
its animal and plant life,” Florida said in its 
Supreme Court brief. Although the justices 
usually hear appeals, lawsuits between 


states start in the Supreme Court. 

Georgia said Florida has failed to show 
that it would benefit from any cuts im¬ 
posed on Georgia, pointing to the conclu¬ 
sion of a court-appointed special master 
who recommended that the justices side 
with Georgia. Georgia also said Florida 
is asking for unreasonable reductions that 
would “threaten the water supply of 5 mil¬ 
lion people in metropolitan Atlanta and 
risk crippling a multibillion dollar agricul¬ 
tural sector in southwest Georgia.” 

Complicating the issue is the absence 
from the lawsuit of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, which manages dams on the 
Chattahoochee River. 

The agency has enough control over the 
flow of water that there might not be any 
increase in the water that reaches Florida 
even if the court were to cap Georgia’s 
use of water from the Flint River, special 
master Ralph Lancaster found. The Corps 
could decide to store more water in its 
Chattahoochee reservoirs and cancel out 
any increases from the Flint River, Lan¬ 
caster found. 

The states’ battle over water use dates to 
1990 and includes drawn-out negotiations 
and several lawsuits. Alabama, which has 
the Chattahoochee on its eastern border, is 
not part of the current lawsuit. 

For the tiny historic town of Apalachic¬ 
ola, the fight before the Supreme Court is 
more than some arcane legal struggle over 
water rights. Apalachicola wants to rescue 
its oyster industry, which collapsed in 2012 


because of decreased flows in the river, 
Lancaster found in his report to the court 
last year. 

The oyster harvest in the waters near 
Apalachicola plummeted from more than 
3 million pounds in 2012 to just under 
400,000 pounds in 2016, according to data 
collected by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission. 

Florida’s legal fight hasn’t been cheap. 
Since Gov. Rick Scott gave the green light 
in 2013 to take the case to the Supreme 
Court, the state has spent nearly $60 mil¬ 
lion on legal fees. 

“For 26 years and under five guberna¬ 
torial administrations, Florida has been 


fighting for its fair share of water on behalf 
of the families and jobs at risk in Apala¬ 
chicola Bay due to Georgia’s reckless 
water use,” McKinley Lewis, Scott’s depu¬ 
ty communications director, said. Georgia 
officials declined to comment. 

The Supreme Court decision isn’t likely 
to be the final word in the conflict, said Gil 
Rogers, director of the Georgia and Ala¬ 
bama offices of the Southern Environmen¬ 
tal Law Center. 

Rogers, whose group is not part of the 
case, said the Corps has to be part of any 
long-term solution. “It’s a complex river 
system that’s got a lot of pressure on it from 
a lot of different uses,” Rogers said. 


Winning $570M Powerball ticket sold in NH 


Associated Press 

MERRIMACK, N.H. — It’s been a bil- 
lion-dollar lottery weekend after a lone 
Powerball ticket sold in New Hampshire 
matched all six numbers and will claim a 
$570 million jackpot, one day after another 
single ticket sold in Florida nabbed a $450 
million Mega Millions grand prize. 

Since Reeds Ferry Market opened at 
5:30 a.m. Sunday, dozens of excited regu¬ 
lars have stopped by the small, indepen¬ 
dent convenience store in New Hampshire 
that sold the winning Powerball ticket to 
congratulate the owner and chat about the 
win, said store owner Sam Safa. He said he 
doesn’t know the identity of the winner, but 


United Airlines passengers found 
themselves in a fetid situation when their 
Chicago-to-Hong Kong flight made an un¬ 
scheduled landing in Alaska after a man 
had smeared feces all over some of the 
plane’s bathrooms, airport officials said. 

United Flight 895 was diverted to An¬ 
chorage on Thursday night, according to 
CBS affiliate KTVA, and police officials at 
Ted Stevens International Airport said the 
landing was due to a “passenger smearing 
feces everywhere.” 

More specifically, officials said the man 
had dirtied “a couple” of lavatories on the 


hopes one of the regulars from the more 
than 100-year-old store in Merrimack, 
about 25 miles south of Concord, won the 
nation’s seventh-largest lottery jackpot. 

“I’m very excited and overwhelmed,” 
said Safa. 

He said that by selling the ticket it felt 
like he himself had won. The store will re¬ 
ceive a $75,000 bonus for selling the win¬ 
ning ticket. 

The winning Powerball numbers drawn 
Saturday night were 12-29-30-33-61 and 
Powerball 26. 

The Florida Lottery said the winning 
Mega Millions ticket from Friday night’s 
drawing was bought at a 7-Eleven conve- 


plane, and had also tried to cram his shirt 
down a toilet. 

United said in a statement only that the 
flight was diverted due to “a disruptive 
passenger.” 

The airline said the passenger, who was 
reportedly cooperative, was met by author¬ 
ities in Anchorage. 

Staci Feger-Pellessier, a spokeswoman 
for the FBI in Anchorage, told NBC af¬ 
filiate KTUU that authorities were alert¬ 
ed that “an unruly passenger had caused 
some kind of disturbance” on the plane. 
The FBI, which is reportedly investigating 
the incident, did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment from The Wash¬ 
ington Post. 


nience store in Port Richey. The retailer 
will receive a $100,000 bonus for selling 
the ticket. The identity of that winner also 
had not yet been revealed. 

The winning numbers to claim the Mega 
Millions jackpot were 28-30-39-59-70-10. 

The jackpots refer to the annuity options 
for both games, in which payments are 
made over 29 years. Most winners opt for 
cash options, which would be $281 million 
for Mega Millions and $358.5 million for 
Powerball. 

The odds of winning the Mega Millions 
jackpot are one in 302.5 million. Powerball 
odds are one in 292.2 million. 


Airport police told the news station that 
no charges were filed against the passen¬ 
ger, but he was taken to a hospital for a psy¬ 
chiatric evaluation. 

According to local news reports, the plane 
was grounded overnight for maintenance. 

United said in its statement Friday that 
the other passengers were put up in hotels, 
and that the airline was working to get 
them to their destinations. 

The incident comes amid a number of 
onboard events that have diverted planes, 
created misery for passengers and flight 
crews and otherwise thrust airlines into a 
national spotlight — from allegations of in¬ 
fidelity and sexual misconduct to mechani¬ 
cal failures and severe weather. 


Astronaut Young 
dead at age 87 

Associated Press 

Legendary astronaut John Young, who 
walked on the moon and later command¬ 
ed the first space shuttle flight, has died, 
NASA said Saturday. Young was 87. 

The space agency said Young died Fri¬ 
day night at home in Houston following 
complications from pneumonia. 

Young was the only spaceman to span 
NASA’s Gemini, Apollo and shuttle pro¬ 
grams, and became the first person to 
rocket away from Earth six times. Count¬ 
ing his takeoff from 
the moon in 1972 as 
commander of Apollo 
16, his blastoff tally 
stood at seven, for de¬ 
cades a world record. 

He flew twice dur¬ 
ing the two-man 
Gemini missions of 
the mid-1960s, twice 
to the moon during 
NASA’s Apollo pro¬ 
gram, and twice more 
aboard the new space shuttle Columbia in 
the early 1980s. 

His NASA career lasted 42 years, lon¬ 
ger than any other astronaut’s, and he was 
revered among his peers for his dogged 
dedication to keeping crews safe — and 
his outspokenness in challenging the space 
agency’s status quo. 

Young spent his last 17 years at NASA’s 
Johnson Space Center in Houston in man¬ 
agement, focusing on safety issues. He re¬ 
tired at the end of 2004. 


Bathroom incident forces United plane to land 

By Lindsey Bever 
The Washington Post 
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Fla. foundry makes 
bronze alligator to 
'guard’ lighthouse 


Photos by Red Huber, the Orlando (Fla.) Sentinel/AP 

Mohammed Rababaah, operations director of American Bronze Foundry in Sanford, Fla., pours bronze 
into a cast of the head of an alligator that will be assembled with other parts. 


Shawn Ganim, the foundry’s sales manager, holds one of the legs of 
the 12-foot bronze alligator, which was made for the city of Mount 
Dora, Fla. 


By Stephen Hudak 
Orlando (Fla.) Sentinel 

SANFORD, Fla. — Reptilian 
behemoth “Old Joe” stretches 15 
feet from nose to tail, weighs about 
1,200 pounds and boasts a menac¬ 
ing mouth of teeth. 

But the bronze gator was meant 
to lure visitors to Mount Dora, Fla. 
— not scare them away. 

“Better that little kids climb on 
him and take pictures with him 
and not mess with the real ones,” 
said Shawn Ganim, of the Ameri¬ 
can Bronze Foundry in Sanford, 
where the lifehke alligator was 
created to “guard” the hghthouse 
on Lake Dora. 

Fashioned from molten bronze, 
the statue — expected to be in¬ 
stalled in February — is the latest 
piece of public art produced by the 
foundry, which was estabhshed 
about 25 years ago. 

Located near the Orlando San¬ 
ford International Airport, the 
foundry’s many works include 
“Victory Knight,” a figure of a 
knight on a rearing horse in front 
of the University of Central Flor¬ 
ida’s Alumni Center; the bronze 
effigy of Atlas on the clock tower 
at Crane’s Roost in Altamonte 
Springs; and a seven-penguin 
fountain at the Grand Floridian 
Hotel at Walt Disney World. 

The foundry creates its works 
with a staff of 16, using a 3,000- 
year-old technique called “lost 
wax” that was developed in the 
ancient Tigrus-Euphrates Valley. 

The multistep process converts 
clay sculptures into a ceramic 
mold in which molten bronze is 
poured. That allows the foundry to 
capture details as fine as a strand 
of a woman’s hair or as delicate as 
a feather on an eagle’s wing. Large 
projects like “Old Joe” must be 


created in sections that are welded 
together. The big gator took eight 
months to create, from sculpture 
to statue. 

Foundry artisans also crafted a 
statue of pioneering educator and 
civil rights leader Mary McLeod 
Bethune standing in Daytona 
Beach, and figures of late Apopka 
Mayor John 
Land near 
the entrance 
of City Hall 
and at Kit 
Land Nelson 
Park. 

“We’ve 
got sculp¬ 
tures all over 
the world,” 
said Ganim, 
the found¬ 
ry’s sales 
manager. 

The found¬ 
ry has cre¬ 
ated molds or 
poured busts 
of US. presi- 
Donna Shelley dents Barack 
Mount Dora Obama, 

(Fla.) Parks George W. 
and Recreation Bush, Bill 
Advisory Board chnton and 
Ronald Rea¬ 
gan. Other 
likenesses created at the foundry 
include US. Medal of Honor re¬ 
cipient Melvin Morris, of Cocoa 
Fla.; Civil War generals Ulysses 
S. Grant and Robert E. Lee; and 
iconic rehgious figures, includ¬ 
ing Jesus and an angel at Basilica 
of the National Shrine of Mary, 
Queen of the Universe. 

In addition, the foundry makes 
bronze memorials, plaques and 
statuettes. 

“Business was strongin 2017, but 


we are seeing a lot of larger proj¬ 
ects coming to fruition in 2018,” 
Ganim said. “We are seeing an 
increase in public art memorials 
at the moment. We are looking 
forward to a strong 2018.” 

The company got its beginnings 
with a handful of artisans forging 
jewelry, said Charlie Wambold, 
who founded the business with 
his wife, Renee. 

While visiting other operations, 
he saw those foundries creat¬ 
ing sculptures for museums and 
parks. 

“I ended up just loving it,” 
Wambold said. “I wanted to do 
more than just something small I 
could hold in my hand, and this is 
where we ended up.” 

The foundry crafted the land¬ 
mark statue at Veterans Memo¬ 
rial Park in Sanford — a majestic 
flying eagle overlooking Lake 
Monroe — and a female sailor 
statue that will be installed next 
year at Blue Jacket Park as a 
complement to the Lone Sailor 
Memorial to honor those who 
served in the Navy and trained at 
the Naval Training Center in Or¬ 
lando. The female sailor statue is 
named “Blue Jacket Recruit.” 

In May, the Army installed a 
bronze sculpture at Fort Bragg, 
N.C., to celebrate the mission of 


the Army’s Special Operations 
Aviation Command. 

The life-size sculpture, cast at 
the foundry, depicts the Greek god 
of war. Ares, with a sword raised 
riding a pegasus centaur — a half¬ 
human, half-winged horse — with 
its bow drawn and arrow aimed. 

The statue is all bronze except 
the tip of the arrow, which was 
forged from steel taken from the 
wreckage of a UH-60 Black Hawk 
helicopter that crashed during the 
Battle of Mogadishu in 1993. 

The sculpture bears the title 


“Volare Optimos,” Latin for “Fly 
with the best,” the unit’s motto. 

“Old Joe” cost $52,000 to design, 
sculpt and bronze, an expense 
split between two private donors 
— dentist Loyd “Mike” Kiernan 
and Richard MacSherry, a philan¬ 
thropist who died at 99 in October, 
said Donna Shelley, who heads the 
Mount Dora Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board. 

“I think it’ll be a hit,” she said. 
“I think there’ll be pictures sent 
all over the world and posted all 
over the internet of people posing 
with this ginormous alhgator.” 


^1 think 
it’ll be a 
hit. I think 
there’ll be 
pictures 
sent all 
over the 
world... 
of people 
posing 
with this 
ginormous 
alligator. ^ 




Experts try to prevent fading of Georgia O’Keeffe paintings 


By Morgan Lee 
Associated Press 

SANTA FE, N.M. — Chemical reactions 
are gradually darkening many of Georgia 
O’Keeffe’s famously vibrant paintings, and 
art conservation experts are hoping new 
digital imaging tools can help them slow 
the damage. 

Scientific experts in art conserva¬ 
tion from Santa Fe and the Chicago area 
announced plans last month to develop 
advanced 3-D imaging technology to de¬ 
tect destructive buildup in paintings by 
O’Keeffe and, eventually, other artists in 
museum collections around the world. 

Dale Kronkright, art conservationist at 
the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum in Santa 
Fe, said the project builds on efforts that 
began in 2011 to monitor the preservation 
of O’Keeffe paintings using high-grade 
images from multiple sources of light. 
That prevented taking physical samples 


that might damage the works. 

Destructive buildup of soap can emerge 
as paintings age. It happens as fats in the 
original oil paints combine with alkaline 
materials contained in pigments or drying 
agents. Tiny blisters emerge in the paint 
and turn into protrusions that resemble 
tiny grains of sand and can appear translu¬ 
cent or white. Thousands of the tiny blem¬ 
ishes can noticeably darken a painting. 

The creeping problem looms not only 
over O’Keeffe’s iconic paintings of en¬ 
larged flowers and the New Mexico desert 
but also the vast majority of 20th-century 
oil paintings in museums, in part because 
professional-grade canvases from the pe¬ 
riod were primed with nondrying fats or 
oils, Kronkright said. 

To develop imaging technology that can 
assess the growth of the protrusions, the 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
awarded $350,000 to the O’Keeffe mu¬ 
seum and a collaborative art-conservation 


center run by Northwestern University 
and the Art Institute of Chicago. 

The project aims to create a web-based 
system that allows any art conservator to 
upload and analyze images of paintings as 
part of efforts to limit damage from soap 
formation. 

Scientists still do not fully understand 
what triggers and speeds up the forma¬ 
tion — though changes in temperature and 
humidity during transportation are prime 
suspects, Kronkright said. 

The two-year project is likely to record 
paintings under light frequencies that 
stretch beyond the visible spectrum in 
search of clues about the chemical compo¬ 
sition of paintings. In the past, gathering 
that information would mean removing a 
postage-stamp-sized chip from the works. 

“It now gives us a way to analyze the en¬ 
tire painting without taking any destruc¬ 
tive samples whatsoever,” Kronkright said. 
“That’s a really big deal.” 



Courtesy of the Georgia O'Keeffe Museum/AP 


Dale Kronkright, head of conservation at 
the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum, reviews 
imaging data of an oil painting in Santa 
Fe, N.M. 
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Trump actions reignite states' rights debate 



Megan Farmer, Omaha World-Herald/AP 


Sam Nobbs votes Nov. 8, 2016, at the Dundee Presbyterian Church in Omaha, Neb. President Donald 
Trump disbanded a commission he assembled last year to investigate voter fraud in the 2016 elections. 



Tae-Gyun Kim/AP 


Marilyn Smolensk! demonstrates in 2016 how to pull a handgun out 
of concealed carry clothing she designs. The GOP-controlled House 
voted last month to prevent states from enforcing their own handgun 
permit laws against out-of-state visitors. 


By Ryan J. Foley 
AND Geoff Mulvihill 

Associated Press 

Lawmakers and others in 
Democratic-leaning states have 
been howling over the past year 
about actions by the Trump ad¬ 
ministration and congressional 
Republicans that they say have 
undermined states’ rights. That 
includes promoting concealed 
carry legislation and attacking 
sanctuary status for immigrants 
to last week’s decisions on legal¬ 
ized marijuana and offshore oil 
drilling. 

But it wasn’t too long ago that 
the shoe was on the other foot, 
with Republican states pushing 
back against the Obama adminis¬ 
tration’s intrusions on issues such 
as transgender rights and envi¬ 
ronmental regulation. 

Promoting the constitutional 
protections for states’ rights — 
outlined in the 10th Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution — has 
always been popular among poli¬ 
ticians. But it also is situational. 
Recent history shows that how 
strongly a party feels about states’ 
rights can depend on whether it’s 
in power and how a specific pol¬ 
icy affects other constitutional 
rights. 

There’s been a steady flow of 
lawsuits from mostly Democratic- 
controlled states opposing Trump 
administration policies, partly on 
states’ rights grounds. That fol¬ 
lows a pattern set by Republican- 
led states, which repeatedly sued 
the Obama administration. 

Following is a look at some cur¬ 
rent and recent battles involving 
states’ rights arguments: 

■ Marijuana. The federal gov¬ 
ernment’s position on state laws 
legalizing marijuana is the latest 
high-profile states’ rights fight. 

Last week. Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions rescinded a 2013 
Obama Administration policy 
pledging that federal authorities 
would not crack down on marijua¬ 
na operations in states where they 
were legal as long as the states 
maintained tight regulations. 

After Sessions’ announce¬ 
ment, U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner, a 
Colorado Republican, said Ses¬ 
sions was violating the will of the 
people of Colorado, a state where 
recreational marijuana is legal. 
Gardner threatened to hold nomi¬ 
nations to the Department of Jus¬ 
tice over the change. 

Before the Obama administra¬ 
tion’s announcement, states felt 
more risk in advancing laws to 
allow recreational or medical use 
of cannabis, which is classified 
under federal law as a danger¬ 
ous drug. Since then, state laws 
allowing marijuana have become 
more common. 

Currently, most states allow 
medical use. Recreational mari¬ 
juana is legal in eight states, in¬ 
cluding California, where legal 
sales began this month. 

Despite the federal policy 
change, the Vermont House 
passed a bill last week to legalize 
marijuana. 

■ Concealed carry. The GOP- 
controlled U.S. House of Rep¬ 


resentatives voted largely along 
party lines last month to pass 
the Concealed Carry Reciprocity 
Act, which would prevent states 
from enforcing their own hand¬ 
gun permit laws against out-of- 
state visitors. 

The measure, which is expect¬ 
ed to be debated in the Senate 
this year, declares that citizens 
with valid state permits to carry 
concealed handguns — as well 
as those who live in several other 
states that don’t require permits 
to carry — can travel with their 
weapons nationwide without fear 
of prosecution. 

Critics of the bill, including 
many Democrats and public safe¬ 
ty professionals, argue that the 
measure is a blatant attack on the 
rights of states, which currently 
have the ability to choose which 
out-of-state permits to recognize. 

They warn that popular tour¬ 
ist areas in states with strict gun 
laws, such as New York City, 
could see a surge of people carry¬ 
ing loaded weapons. Supporters 
of the bill say the hodgepodge of 
state laws undermines the con¬ 
stitutional right to bear arms for 
self-defense. 

■ Sanctuary states and cities. 
The Trump administration has 
threatened to withhold funding 
from states and cities that offer 
sanctuary status to immigrants, 
arguing that localities must co¬ 
operate with federal efforts to 
identify and remove those in the 
country illegally. President Don¬ 
ald Trump and Sessions argue 
that the sanctuary approach to 
immigrants allows some crimi¬ 


nals to be released instead of 
shipped back to their homelands. 

But supporters of sanctuary 
policies say state and local offi¬ 
cials should be allowed to decide 
how to treat noncitizens in their 
communities and how to best use 
their policing resources. 

They argue that such jurisdic¬ 
tions have lower rates of crime 
and improved safety because im¬ 
migrants who are victims or wit¬ 
nesses of crimes can report them 


without fear of deportation. 

In November, a federal judge 
issued an injunction blocking 
Trump’s executive order that had 
directed the government to make 
sanctuary cities ineligible for 
federal grants. The decision said 
Trump’s order would “violate the 
Tenth Amendment’s prohibition 
against commandeering local ju¬ 
risdictions” and other parts of the 
Constitution. 

■ Oil drilling. Some Republi¬ 


can and Democratic governors 
of coastal states have spoken in 
opposition to Trump’s plan an¬ 
nounced last week to allow oil 
drilling in the Arctic and off the 
Pacific and Atlantic coasts. 

The areas that would be opened 
are all federal waters — gener¬ 
ally starting 3 miles off the coast 
— and several of them have been 
closed to drilling for decades. 

State officials have warned of 
risks to their environments and 
tourism if drilling is allowed. 
Florida Gov. Rick Scott, a Repub¬ 
lican, said he opposes drilling off 
his state’s coast and wants Flori¬ 
da withdrawn from consideration 
of new leases. Maryland’s Larry 
Hogan, another Republican, said 
he also opposes drilling off his 
state. 

California Attorney General 
Xavier Becerra, a Democrat, said 
that state regulatory agencies will 
have a say in whether offshore 
drilling is allowed. If the federal 
government disagrees with that, 
it could set up another states’ 
rights legal dispute. 

■ Election commission. In 
another development last week. 
Trump disbanded a commission 
he assembled last year to inves¬ 
tigate voter fraud in the 2016 
elections, something he asserts 
without evidence cost him the 
popular vote. 

State election officials of both 
parties bristled when the com¬ 
mission asked for detailed voter 
information, including names, 
partial Social Security numbers, 
party affiliations and voters’ his¬ 
tory of participating in elections. 

Some states sued over the re¬ 
quest. Even after the administra¬ 
tion clarified that it was asking 
only for information that states 
considered public, more than a 
dozen still refused to comply, in¬ 
cluding several Republican-lean¬ 
ing states. 

Part of their argument was 
that running elections is the busi¬ 
ness of the states, not the federal 
government. 

■ Gay marriage. Opponents 
of marriage rights for gays and 
lesbians argued for years that the 
policy should be left to the states 
to decide. They argued that state 
lawmakers, not judges or Con¬ 
gress, were best positioned to 
decide whether to sanction such 
relationships in any given state. 

Dozens of states voted to amend 
their constitutions to outlaw 
same-sex unions, while courts 
and lawmakers in others started 
to legalize the relationships. Sup¬ 
porters of same-sex marriage 
argued that the bans were un¬ 
fair, calling the issue a matter of 
equality that should not be left to 
the whims of popular opinion. 

The U.S. Supreme Court agreed 
in a landmark 2015 ruling, find¬ 
ing that the Constitution requires 
states to issue same-sex marriage 
licenses and to recognize those li¬ 
censed in other states. 

The court rejected arguments 
from Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio 
and Tennessee, which sought to 
preserve their state laws defining 
marriage as between one man 
and one woman. 


Recent history shows that how strongly a party feels about states’ 
rights can depend on whether it’s in power and how a specific 
policy affects other constitutional rights. 
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Father: Woman learned dad 
had wanted to bring her to US 


DORRIS HALL 



Matt BuRKE/Stars and Stripes 

Chikako McMaster stands outside Dorris Hall at Camp Courtney, Okinawa, on Dec. 22 after a ceremony 
naming the barracks for her father. Navy Cross recipient Marine Staff Sgt. Claude Dorris. 



Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


Dorris, a Navy Cross recipient, was killed by an enemy rocket on 
Jan. 7, 1968, in Thua Thien Province, Vietnam. 



Matt BuRKE/Stars and Stripes 


Marines stand at attention during a ceremony Dec. 22 to name a 
new barracks building at Camp Courtney, Okinawa, for Dorris. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

schools on the island through 
fifth grade. She transferred to an 
American school after her moth¬ 
er, Fumiko Nakamura, married 
a Marine. She moved to Camp 
Pendleton at 18 when her stepfa¬ 
ther was stationed there. 

Years passed, and though Mc¬ 
Master stayed connected to her 
Okinawan roots, she got wrapped 
up in running her salon and rais¬ 
ing a family with her husband, 
David. She became resigned to 
the fact that she might never find 
her birth father. 

‘A dream come true’ 

In August, McMaster submit¬ 
ted a DNA sample to 23andMe 
— a genomics and biotechnology 
company that performs genetic 
testing and analysis — after con¬ 
stant prodding from her daugh¬ 
ter, Lena. 

“My daughter kept on insisting, 
‘I want to know my grandfather,’ ” 
she said. “I kept on saying, ‘If it’s 
meant to be, I will find him.’” 

The service came back with a 
hit. It said McMaster had a rela¬ 
tive — also registered with the 
company — living in the U.S. 
That relative turned out to be a 
second cousin who revealed that 
they had eight great-uncles who 
served in the U.S. military. 

But only one — Dorris — had 
been to Okinawa. 

The news was both exciting 
and heartbreaking when McMas¬ 
ter found out her father had been 
killed in Vietnam. 

“I was very emotional,” she 
said. 

Her family held one another 
and wept after seeing Dorris’ 
photo, McMaster said. The re¬ 
semblance was uncanny. 

“It was a dream come true,” 
she said. “I never imagined, at 
my age, finding my biological 
father.” 

McMaster then was put in 
touch with a half-brother, Oregon 
native Eric Schregardus, who re¬ 
vealed even more information. 

About three years ago, Schre¬ 
gardus’ mother, Helen, began to 
suffer from Alzheimer’s. Before 
she lost her faculties, she told her 
son that he had a half-sister on 
Okinawa. 

Through him, McMaster 
learned that Dorris had attempt¬ 
ed to visit her mother on Oki¬ 
nawa before going to Vietnam. 
After discovering from the land¬ 
lord that she had moved, Dorris 
went to the home of McMaster’s 
grandmother. McMaster’s Oki¬ 
nawan relatives then pointed out 
a 5-year-old girl with Western 
features. 

“He told his wife, ‘I have a 
daughter in Okinawa and I would 
like to bring her back to the 
states,’ ” McMaster said. “When I 
learned that he wanted me, it was 
just unbelievable.” 

Selfless devotion 

On Dec. 22, about 50 Marines, 
including a color guard, stood 
at attention for the dedication 
of Camp Courtney’s new bar¬ 


racks for staff noncommissioned 
officers. 

McMaster returned to Okina¬ 
wa for the first time in 15 years 
for the ceremony and to visit her 
Okinawan family, who also were 
in attendance. 

The “Marines’ Hymn” blared 
through tall speakers before of¬ 
ficials spoke about Dorris and his 
sacrifice. 

He was born Aug. 4, 1938, in 
Louisville, Ky, and went to Viet¬ 
nam as a squad leader and ad¬ 
viser for the Combined Action 
Program. CAP advisers were em¬ 
bedded in small numbers in re¬ 
mote villages in Vietnam, where 
they lived with the locals, got to 
know them and trained them as 
a militia to fight the communist 
Viet Cong insurgency. 

Dorris was sent to Nuoc Ngot 
Village. Early on Jan. 7, 1968, 
CAP Marines came under heavy 
bombardment from enemy mor¬ 
tar and rocket fire, according to 
Dorris’ Navy Cross citation. They 
were assaulted by a superior 
force. 

The enemy seized the northern 
wall of the compound as the Ma¬ 
rines and militia members moved 
to the sandbagged southern wall. 

Dorris was “shot in both legs 
and [was] still making sure all 
the Marines were out,” Marine 
Col. Giles Boyce, commander of 
camps Courtney and McTureous, 
said at the ceremony. 

“Then he came across a young 
Vietnamese boy who was injured 
and rendered first aid,” saving 
his life, he said. “I mean, do you 
have that kind of composure? Ev¬ 
erything he did is what we want 
Marines to do. He was focused on 
his Marines and sailors and the 
people he was there to protect, 
and he did all of it.” 

“He fearlessly remained in his 
dangerously exposed position in 
an attempt to halt the advanc¬ 
ing enemy force until he was 
mortally wounded by an enemy 
rocket round,” his Navy Cross 
citation says. “His heroic and 
timely actions inspired his men 
and prevented the enemy from 



Courtesy of Chikako McMaster 


Chikako McMaster is seen at 
age 5 iiving in Okinawa, Japan. 


overrunning the compound.” 

Dorris was one of three Ma¬ 
rines to die that day and to be 
honored posthumously with the 
Navy Cross, the nation’s second- 
highest award for valor in com¬ 
bat, next to the Medal of Honor. 

McMaster was overcome with 
emotion when she first heard 
about her father’s actions. 

Boyce said the Marine Corps 
looked at restarting CAP in Iraq 
in 2004 but wouldn’t accept the 
same risks that their forefathers 
had in Vietnam — small units, 
often in remote, enemy territory, 
with little to no quick-reaction 
forces or fire support. He said it 
was one of the most dangerous 
jobs of the war. 

‘Very special’ journey 

Throughout the ceremony, Mc¬ 
Master dabbed her eyes with a 
handkerchief When it was over, 
a piece of red fabric came down, 
revealing large, black, block let¬ 
tering that said “Dorris Hall.” 

McMaster thanked the Marines 
for welcoming her and honoring 
her father and then toured the 
building with her family, Boyce 
and his staff 

Marine 1st Lt. Ryan Lowcher, a 
3rd Marine Expeditionary Force 
spokesman, suggested naming 
the barracks after Dorris a little 
less than a year ago. His sugges¬ 
tion almost didn’t make the final 
cut, but he fought to keep it on the 
short list. 

“I immediately homed in on 
his story, specifically, because he 
was killed in action while trying 
to help others around him, and 
it’s representative of the mission 
we have here in Okinawa with our 
Okinawan and Japanese neigh¬ 
bors,” Lowcher said. “It really 
resonated with me.” 

Smiling, McMaster told Low¬ 
cher, “Because of you. I’m here, 
too.” 

Dorris had vowed to return to 
Okinawa for his daughter. But it 
was McMaster who had come 
back to find him. 

She clutched a bouquet of lil¬ 
ies given to her by the Marines. 
McMaster said they were the fa¬ 
vorite flower of her mother, who 


died in 2004 — something they 
couldn’t have known. 

“It was meant to be,” she said 


of her journey. “This is very 
special.” 

burke.matt@stripes.com 
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Mobile 


Mobile apps with constantly updating news, 
featuring breaking news and stories from reporters 
at overseas bases. Unique galleries of images 
available nowhere else presented in an uncluttered 
interface and a responsive, intuitive design. 

One iOS app serves both phone and tablet devices. 



Web 


Discover unique stories from reporters at bases 
around the world and embedded with downrange 
forces at Stripes.com, along with military news from 
every part of the country and photo galleries you’ll 
see nowhere else. DoDDs sports also gets good 
coverage online. If it concerns our U.S. forces, 
you’ll find it on our website. 
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UNBIASED NEWS WHATEVER 
WAY YOU WANT IT. 


In print, we serve military 
stationed overseas in 
contingency areas, Europe 
and Pacific. Daily editions 
focus on military news and 
include sports, comics and 
opinion. Available by mail 
delivery to any U.S. address. 
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Iran's Guard claims 
wave of unrest over 



South Korean Coast Guard/AP 


The Panama-registered tanker Sanchi is seen ablaze after a collision with a Hong 
Kong-registered freighter off China’s eastern coast Sunday. 

Freighter and Iranian tanker 
collide off China; 32 missing 

By Gerry Shih 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s Revolution¬ 
ary Guard said Sunday that the nation and 
its security forces have ended the wave of 
unrest linked to anti-government protests 
that erupted last month. 

In a statement on its website, the Guard 
blamed the unrest on the United States, 
Israel and Saudi Arabia, as well as an ex¬ 
iled opposition group known as the Mu- 
jahedeen-e-Khalq and supporters of the 
monarchy that was overthrown in the 1979 
Islamic Revolution. 

Price increases sparked protests in a 
number of cities and towns late last month, 
and at least 21 people were killed in scat¬ 
tered clashes. The protests, which vented 
anger at high unemployment and official 
corruption, were the largest seen in Iran 
since the disputed 2009 presidential elec¬ 
tion, and some demonstrators called for 
the overthrow of the government. 

The Guard is a powerful paramilitary 
force loyal to the supreme leader. Ayatol¬ 
lah Ali Khamenei. Many of the demonstra¬ 
tors protested against the Guard’s massive 
budget, its costly interventions across the 
region and the supreme leader himself 

Hundreds of people have been detained 
since the protests began. They include 
about 90 university students, reformist 
lawmaker Mahmoud Sadeghi was quoted 
as saying by the semiofficial ISNA news 
agency. 


ISTANBUL — Saudi Arabia said on Sat¬ 
urday that it had arrested a group of 11 
princes who held a rare demonstration at 
a royal palace after the government halt¬ 
ed payment of their electricity and water 
bills, according to a statement by the Saudi 
attorney general. 

The princes, who were arrested on 
Thursday after staging a sit-in, also were 
seeking compensation “for a death sen¬ 
tence that was issued against one of their 
cousins,” the statement said, adding that 
the cousin was convicted of murder and 
executed in 2016. 

The arrests were the latest sign of ten¬ 
sions within the Saudi royal family as the 
kingdom’s young crown prince, Moham¬ 
med bin Salman, assumes an increasingly 
dominant role in the country’s affairs. 

Mohammed, a close ally of the Trump 
administration, has introduced a raft of 
changes, including austerity measures and 
the easing of social restrictions that his 
supporters say are intended to modernize 
the country and diversify its economy. 

During his sudden rise to power, the 
crown prince has sidelined his most pow¬ 
erful rivals and moved to silence dissent¬ 
ing voices in an effort to consolidate his 
authority before eventually inheriting the 
throne from his father. King Salman, ana¬ 
lysts said. 

In November, the government arrested 
dozens of influential Saudis, including 
princes. Cabinet ministers and business 
tycoons, detaining them at the Ritz-Carl- 


It was emphasized that 
foreign elements, and 
in particular the United 
States, played a basic role 
in forming and manipulating 
the recent unrest. ^ 

Jalal Mirzaei 

lawmaker, as quoted by the Islamic Republic 
News Agency 


Iranian lawmakers held a closed session 
on Sunday in which senior security offi¬ 
cials briefed them on the protests and the 
conditions of the detainees, the state-run 
Islamic Republic News Agency reported. 

“It was emphasized that foreign ele¬ 
ments, and in particular the United States, 
played a basic role in forming and manipu¬ 
lating the recent unrest,” IRNA quoted 
lawmaker Jalal Mirzaei as saying. 

The United States and Israel have ex¬ 
pressed support for the protests, which 
began on Dec. 28 in Iran’s second-largest 
city, Mashhad, but deny allegations of fo¬ 
menting them. 

In recent days, government supporters 
have held several mass rallies across the 
country to protest the unrest. 


ton Hotel in Riyadh, the Saudi capital. 

Officials said the arrests were part of a 
determined effort to root out corruption, 
but the unprecedented sweep also threat¬ 
ened to upend the kingdom’s delicate and 
decades-old balance of power, analysts 
said. 

On Friday, Salman 
ordered the payment of 
bonuses to government 
workers and military 
personnel — a move 
intended to soften the 
blow of austerity mea¬ 
sures that included a 
reduction of gasoline 
subsidies and an in¬ 
crease in electricity 
prices, as well as the 
introduction of a value- 
added tax. 

The attorney gen¬ 
eral, Sheikh Saud A1 
Mojeb, did not release 
the names of the princ¬ 
es arrested Thursday. 
After they staged a sit- 
in at the Qasr al-Hokm 
palace in Riyadh, “the 
11 princes refused to 
leave the area, disrupting public peace and 
order,” the statement said. 

They were being held at a maximum-se¬ 
curity prison outside the capital, pending 
trial on a number of unspecified charges, 
the statement said. 

“No one is above the law in Saudi Arabia. 
Everyone is equal and is treated the same 
as others,” the statement added. 


BEIJING — An Iranian oil tanker collid¬ 
ed with a bulk freighter and caught fire off 
China’s east coast, leaving the tanker’s en¬ 
tire crew of 32 missing and causing it to spill 
oil into the sea, authorities said Sunday. 

Chinese authorities dispatched pohce ves¬ 
sels and three cleaning ships to the scene 
after the collision, which happened late Sat¬ 
urday. The South Korean coast guard also 
sent a ship and a plane to help search for the 
missing crewmembers — 30 Iranians and 
two Bangladeshis. 

The Panama-registered tanker Sanchi 
was sailing from Iran to South Korea when 
it collided with the Hong Kong-registered 
freighter CF Crystal in the East China Sea, 
160 miles off the coast of Shanghai, China’s 
Ministry of Transport said. 

All 21 crewmembers of the Crystal, 
which was carrying grain from the United 
States, were rescued, the ministry said. The 
Crystal’s crewmembers were all Chinese 
nationals. 

It wasn’t immediately clear what caused 
the collision. 

State-run China Central Television re¬ 
ported Sunday evening that the tanker was 
still floating and burning and that oil was 
visible in the water. 

It was not clear, however, whether the 
tanker was still spilling oil. The size of the 
oil slick caused by the accident also was not 
known. 

Earlier Sunday, Chinese state media 
carried pictures of the tanker on fire, with 
large plumes of smoke. 

The Sanchi was carrying 150,000 tons. 


6 Myanmar soldiers wounded 

BANGKOK — Six Myanmar soldiers 
were wounded in an insurgent attack in 
northern Rakhine state, where govern¬ 
ment troops have been accused of “ethnic 
cleansing” that forced hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of Rohingya Muslims to flee into 
Bangladesh, officials said. 

The military said in a statement on the 
commander in chief’s Facebook page that 
the attackers were from the Arakan Ro¬ 
hingya Salvation Army, the militant group 


or nearly 1 million barrels, of condensate, 
a type of ultralight oil, according to Chinese 
authorities. 

By comparison, the Exxon Valdez was 
carrying 1.26 million barrels of crude oil 
when it spilled 260,000 barrels into Prince 
William Sound off Alaska in 1989. 

The Sanchi has operated under five differ¬ 
ent names since it was built in 2008, accord¬ 
ing to the UN.-run International Maritime 
Organization. The IMO listed its registered 
owner as Hong Kong-based Bright Shipping 
Ltd., on behalf of the National Iranian Tank¬ 
er Co., a publicly traded company based in 
Tehran. National Iranian Tanker describes 
itself as operating the largest tanker fleet in 
the Middle East. 

An official in Iran’s Oil Ministry, who 
spoke to The Associated Press on condition 
of anonymity because he was not authorized 
to speak to reporters, said 30 of the tanker’s 
32 crewmembers were Iranians. 

“We have no information on their fate,” 
he said. “We cannot say all of them have 
died because rescue teams are there and 
providing services.” 

The official said the tanker had been 
rented by a South Korean company, Han¬ 
wha Total Co. 

Hanwha Total is a 50-50 partnership 
between Seoul-based Hanwha Group and 
the French oil giant Total S.A. Total did 
not immediately respond to a request for 
comment. 

It’s the second collision for a ship from 
National Iranian Tanker in less than a year 
and a half In August 2016, one of its tankers 
collided with a Swiss container ship in the 
Singapore Strait, damaging both ships but 
causing no injuries or an oil spill. 


blamed for attacks on police posts in Au¬ 
gust that prompted the crackdown that 
left thousands of Rohingya dead and more 
than 650,000 displaced. 

On Friday, more than 20 insurgents used 
homemade bombs to attack a truck trans¬ 
porting troops from Taungpyo township in 
northern Rakhine, the government said in 
a separate statement on its Facebook page. 

Six soldiers were taken to a military hos¬ 
pital, border guard police official Sann Oo 
said by phone Saturday. 

From the Associated Press 


Saudi Arabia arrests 11 princes who 
protested halt of government payments 

By Kareem Fahim 

The Washington Post 


No one 
is above 
the law 
in Saudi 
Arabia. 
Everyone 
is equai 
and is 
treated the 
same as 
others. ^ 

Sheikh Saud 
Al Mojeb 

Saudi attorney 
general 
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Thomas Frey, dpa/AP 


Flooding in Germany 


Above: The banks 
of the Rhine river 
are flooded Sunday 
in St. Goarshausen, 
Germany. Flooding 
on the Rhine has 
prompted authorities 
to halt shipping around 
Cologne, but regional 
officials hope that 
water levels will peak 
early in the week. 
Persistent rainfali and 
melting snow have led 
to a gradual rise in 
river levels in western 
Germany in recent days. 

Right: A staff member 
of a street-cieaning 
company wades through 
the water on a flooded 
quayside road aiong 
the Neckar river in 
Heidelberg, Germany. 



UwE Anspach, dpa/AP 


Sen. Flake: No 
evidence of sonic 
attacks in Cuba 


By Michael Weissenstein 
Associated Press 

HAVANA — Republican Sen. 
Jeff Flake says the U.S. has found 
no evidence that American dip¬ 
lomats in Havana were the vic¬ 
tims of attacks with an unknown 
weapon. 

Flake a Senate Foreign Rela¬ 
tions Committee member and a 
longtime leading advocate of de¬ 
tente with Cuba, met Friday with 
high-ranking Cuban officials in¬ 
cluding Foreign Minister Bruno 
Rodriguez and officials from the 
Interior Ministry, which over¬ 
sees domestic security and works 
with foreign law enforcement 
agencies. 

The Cubans told Flake the FBI 
has told them that after four trips 
to Cuba, its agents have found 
no evidence that mysterious ill¬ 
nesses suffered by U.S. diplomats 
were the result of attacks. 

Flake, of Arizona, told The As¬ 
sociated Press on Saturday morn¬ 
ing that classified briefings from 
U.S. officials have left him with 
no reason to doubt the Cuban 
account, although he declined 
to discuss the contents of those 
briefings. 

Cuban and FBI officials did not 
immediately respond to requests 
for comment on Saturday. 

Washington says 24 U.S. gov¬ 
ernment officials and spouses fell 


ill in Havana in their homes and 
some hotels starting in 2016. 

Secretary of State Rex Til- 
lerson has said he’s “convinced 
these were targeted attacks,” 
but the U.S. doesn’t know who’s 
behind them. The U.S. has with¬ 
drawn most of its diplomats from 
Havana, citing a health risk, and 
forced many Cuban diplomats to 
leave Washington. 

Cuba has decried the reduc¬ 
tions as an unjustified blow to 
US.-Cuban relations that were 
restored under President Barack 
Obama. 

“The Cuban Interior Ministry 
is saying the FBI has told them 
there is no evidence of a sonic 
attack; even though that term is 
being used, attack, there is no 
evidence of it,” Flake told the AP. 
“There’s no evidence that some¬ 
body purposefully tried to harm 
somebody. Nobody is saying that 
these people didn’t experience 
some event, but there’s no evi¬ 
dence that that was a deliberate 
attack by somebody, either the 
Cubans or anybody else.” 

Several of the 24 U.S. diplomats 
and spouses reported hearing 
loud, mysterious sounds followed 
by hearing loss and ear-ringing, 
leading some U.S. officials to 
describe the incidents as “sonic 
attacks.” But officials are now 
carefully avoiding that term. 


Kids encouraged to smoke 
in Portugal at Epiphany 


By Helena Alves 
Associated Press 

VALE DE SALGUEIRO, Portu¬ 
gal — The Epiphany celebrations 
in the Portuguese village of Vale 
de Salgueiro feature a tradition 
that each year causes an outcry 
among outsiders: Parents en¬ 
couraging their children, some as 
young as 5, to smoke cigarettes. 

Locals say the practice has 
been passed down for centuries 
as part of a celebration of life tied 
to the Christian Epiphany and the 
winter solstice — but nobody is 
sure what it symbolizes or exact¬ 
ly why parents buy the packs of 
cigarettes for their children and 
encourage them to take part. 

The two-day celebrations, 
which started Friday and ended 
Saturday with a Mass, include 
dancing around bonfires, a piper 
playing music and an elected 
“king” who distributes plentiful 
wine and snacks. 

The legal age to purchase to¬ 
bacco in Portugal is 18, but noth¬ 
ing prohibits parents from giving 
kids smokes, and Portuguese au¬ 
thorities don’t intervene to stop 



Armando Franca/AP 


A young boy smokes Friday in 
the village of Vale de Salgueiro, 
northern Portugal, during the 
local Kings’ Feast. 

the practice. 

Guilhermina Mateus, 35, a 
coffee shop owner, cites custom 
as the reason why she gives her 
daughter cigarettes. 

“I can’t explain why. I don’t 
see any harm in that because 
they don’t really smoke, they in¬ 
hale and immediately exhale, of 
course,” Mateus said Saturday. 
“And it’s only on these days, today 
and tomorrow. They never ask for 
cigarettes again.” 
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Drunken-driving suspect 
calls 911 on himself 

PI WINTER HAVEN 
r L — Authorities said a 
Florida man called 911 to report 
that he was driving drunk on 
New Year’s Eve and needed to be 
pulled over. 

Polk County Sheriffs officials 
said they got a call from Michael 
Lester. The op¬ 
erator repeat¬ 
edly directed 
Lester to pull 
over. 

When depu¬ 
ty’s caught up 
with him, they 
said, Lester 
first told them 
he’d had only 
two beers, but 
later admitted 
having several and swallowing 
methamphetamine. He also told 
deputies he’d barely slept in sev¬ 
eral days. 

According to a Facebook Post 
from the sheriff’s office, Lester’s 
history includes a previous DUI, 
aggravated battery, drug posses¬ 
sion and hit-and-run. 

Lawyer: Man thought 
TV host told him to kill 

LJ AKRON—A northeast 
Ohio man who report¬ 
edly believed he was instructed to 
kill his elderly mother by the host 
of “Wheel of Fortune” has been 
found not guilty in her death by 
reason of insanity. 

The Akron Beacon Journal re¬ 
ported that a judge made the rul¬ 
ing Thursday in the murder case 
against Derrick Williams, 48. 

Williams’ attorney, Brian 
Pierce, said the Akron man be¬ 
lieved he was getting messages 
from the TV game show when he 
heard his hometown mentioned. 
He thought that host Pat Sgjak 
was telling him to kill his mother 
when S^ak said, “Do it.” 

Pierce said Williams was off 
his medication and “clearly was 
psychotic.” 

Lawn-mowing man 
guilty in shooting spat 

I ly INDIANAPOLIS — An 
11^ Indianapolis-area man 
who was wounded when an argu¬ 
ment with a neighbor escalated 
into across-the-fence gunfire has 
pleaded guilty in the case. 

The Johnson County prosecu¬ 
tor’s office in July charged Jeffrey 
S. Weigle with criminal reckless¬ 
ness with a deadly weapon. He 
pleaded guilty Thursday in an 
agreement with prosecutors and 
a judge gave him credit for about 
six months already served in jail. 
He was released Thursday night. 

Video shows the two trading in¬ 
sults on their properties in Green¬ 
wood on June 27 before Weigle 
—apparently riding a lawn mower 
— pulls out a handgun. 

The video then shows India¬ 
napolis firefighter Dean Keller 
firing his gun and Weigle return¬ 
ing fire. Weigle suffered a chest 
wound. Keller wasn’t injured. 

Car plunges into river 
during police chase 

NIXA —Adiveteam 
I w I is searching for a car 


m 

Lester 


THE CENSUS 

O The number of homicides recorded in Nebraska’s capitai city, matching the mark Lincoln set in 1991. The 2017 mark and 
only five shootings with injury were “a testament to the expectations of those that live here and the fact that so many take a 
vested ownership in the quality of life in Lincoln, Nebraska," police Chief Jeff Bliemeister told the Lincoln Journal Star. The 
homicide toll in 2016 was 11, breaking a record that had stood for 30 years, according to police statistics. 


Jeff Taylor, The Winchester (Va.) Star /AP 

Popping in for discovery 

Briana Edelman, of White Post, Va. persuades her son, Benjamin, 6, to crawl into the pop-up planetarium Saturday inside the library at the 
Virginia Arboretum at Blandy Biperimental Farm in Boyce, Va. 


that crashed into a southwest Mis¬ 
souri river during a police chase. 

KYTV reported that the driver 
was unhurt. 

A Christian County deputy on 
Wednesday attempted to stop the 
car for speeding. Sheriff Brad 
Cole said the deputy suspected 
the car was stolen, and that the 
driver was intoxicated. 

A chase began. The car left 
the roadway on Highway 14 near 
Nixa and landed in the James 
River near an access area. 

Mayor-elect a no-show 
at swearing-in, loses job 

||i| T LAUREL — A differ- 
I w I I ent mayor of a south¬ 
ern Montana town was sworn into 
office a day after the mayor-elect 
failed to appear for a swearing-in 
ceremony. 

Former City Councilman Tom 
Nelson was sworn in as the new 
mayor of Laurel on Wednesday 
after mayor-elect Dave Wag¬ 
goner did not show up to the City 
Council’s Tuesday meeting. Nel¬ 
son had lost to Waggoner in the 
November mayoral election. 

Waggoner was asked to leave 
his position at the city’s waste- 
water treatment plant before he 


could take office. City officials say 
Waggoner did not submit a letter 
of resignation for his city job, so 
the council appointed Nelson. 

Man gets month in Jail 
over bathroom cameras 

||i|P YORK — A Massa- 

I w I b chusetts man was sen¬ 
tenced to a month in jail following 
his arrest for hiding small video 
cameras in a beach rental to spy 
on guests. 

WCSH-T V reported Joseph Mc¬ 
Grath, 32, of East Longmeadow, 
Mass., rented the home in York 
last September and placed four 
hidden cameras in bathrooms. 
He was staying at the home with 
his wife and children. 

Police said McGrath placed 
the cameras inside air fresheners 
atop the backs of the toilets. The 
cameras had clear views of show¬ 
ers. Police said McGrath was 
convicted of 10 counts of violation 
of privacy. 

Woman charged in 
shooting streamed live 

II CHICAGO — A Chicago 
I L woman has been charged 


in the nonfatal shooting of a 27- 
year-old woman as the victim 
streamed video live on Facebook. 

Police said Labritney Austin, 
29, of University Park, turned 
herself in a day after Tuesday’s 
shooting on the South Side. Po¬ 
lice announced Friday that she’s 
charged with aggravated battery 
by discharging a firearm. 

Police said Austin and the vic¬ 
tim were seen arguing in a car, 
and that Austin was observed 
pulling out a gun and firing mul¬ 
tiple shots, striking the victim in 
the arm. 

Police spokesman Anthony 
Guglielmi described the shooting 
as a “domestic-related incident.” 

Army veteran sentenced 
over mosque vandalism 

COLLINS — A 
former Army medic 
has been sentenced for throw¬ 
ing rocks and a Bible through the 
windows of a Colorado mosque. 

The Coloradoan reported Jo¬ 
seph Giaquinto, 36, was sentenced 
to three years in wellness court 
and six months of work release on 
Thursday. 

Prosecutors say Giaquinto’s ac¬ 
tions against the Islamic Center 


of Fort Collins in March escalat¬ 
ed to a hate crime because they 
were deliberate. 

The defense argued that Gia¬ 
quinto is a veteran suffering from 
post-traumatic stress and alcohol 
abuse disorders. 

3 hurt as ambulance 
is hit by tow truck 

nA MCKEES ROCKS — 
Authorities said an am¬ 
bulance carrying a Pennsylvania 
police officer from the scene of a 
house fire was struck head-on by 
a tow truck, injuring three para¬ 
medics and tossing the officer 
around in the back of the emer¬ 
gency vehicle. 

The police chief in McKees 
Rocks said the officer was being 
taken to a hospital for smoke 
inhalation when the crash hap¬ 
pened Wednesday morning. 

Chief Richard Deliman said the 
officer had been on patrol when 
she noticed the house ablaze and 
went to help. He said the officer 
suffered only minor bumps and 
bruises in the crash but he didn’t 
know the condition of the para¬ 
medics. The cause of the fire is 
under investigation. 

From wire reports 
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Super excitement 

Buzz surrounds upcoming 
Marvel flick, ‘Black Panther’ 




Marvel Studios, Disney/AP 

Chadwick Boseman stars in Marvel's “Black Panther.” The highly anticipated movie is due on big screens in the U.S. on Feb. 16. 


By Jesse J. Holland 

Associated Press 

here’s a Black Panther 
party going on all around 
the country. 

Superhero fans, movie 
fans and especially connoisseurs 
of black culture — American and 
African — are eagerly awaiting 
the debut of Marvel’s “Black Pan¬ 
ther” starring comic books’ first 
black superhero with an enthusi¬ 
asm not often seen in American 
cinema. 

“Black Panther” viewing 
parties are scheduled around the 
country for its Feb. 16 release. 
Clothing lines are being designed 
around the bright colors and 
Afrofuturism styles of Wakanda. 
And people are already calling 
the still-unseen movie one of the 
most important of 2018, despite 
the fact that the character that 
has only appeared once on the 
silver screen and until now, has 
not occupied the same pantheon 
as stalwarts like Superman, 
Batman and Spider-Man. But for 
some fans, none of that matters. 


“As the father of two little black 
boys I’m super excited to have a 
superhero that looks like them on 
screen,” said Glen Greezy of New 
York City, who plans to hit Times 
Square and see the movie on open¬ 
ing weekend along with more than 
900 of his friends on Facebook. 

“Other superheroes are great 
and I see their movies too, but 
something about having a black 
man as the main character 
in a superhero movie is extra 
appealing.” 

“Black Panther,” starring 
Chadwick Boseman, picks up the 
adventures of the newly crowned 
African king and superhero who 
debuted in 2016’s “Captain Amer¬ 
ica: Civil War.” 

Existing in the same universe 
as Iron Man, the Hulk, Captain 
America and Spider-Man, the 
Black Panther’s adventures cen¬ 
ter around his futuristic hidden 
homeland of Wakanda, consid¬ 
ered the most technologically ad¬ 
vanced nation on Marvel’s earth. 
In the new movie, T’Challa, the 
Black Panther’s real name, must 
battle long-time adversaries with 


the aid of his all-female body¬ 
guards and a CIA agent to main¬ 
tain control of his country and 
prevent a world war. 

Directed by Ryan Coogler, it 
also has an all-star cast including 
Angela Bassett, Lupita Nyong’o, 
Michael B. Jordan, Forest Whita¬ 
ker, Danai Gurira, Sterling K. 
Brown and more. 

For many people, the Black 
Panther movie isn’t just a movie; 
it’s a symbol of change. 

‘“Black Panther’ is just going 
to be really special.... I don’t plug 
into film anticipation. But I can 
feel it. A lot of my friends have 
asked me to go to the premiere! 
Everyone in my network is excited 
about it, and you can feel it when 
they’re not,” Daniel Kaluuya, the 
“Get Out” star who also is fea¬ 
tured in “Black Panther,” told The 
Associated Press recently. 

The internet explodes each time 
a trailer, poster or piece of artwork 
from the movie debuts, sparking 
hashtags like #BlackPantherSoLit 
and#WelcometoWakanda. Twitter 
declared “Black Panther” was one 
of the most tweeted-about movies 


of 2017, and the only movie on the 
list that hadn’t premiered yet. 

Groups like MALIK Fraternity 
Inc., the first collegiate fraternity 
founded on the concept of African 
fraternalism, in Charlotte, N.C., 
and the Intentional Community 
Building Collective and Leaders 
of a Beautiful Struggle in Balti¬ 
more, are assembling discussion 
panels on the movie’s themes. 

Created by Stan Lee and Jack 
Kirby, the minds behind Spider- 
Man, the Fantastic Four and 
other Marvel comics, the Black 
Panther holds a unique position 
in comic book history. While not 
the first black comic book hero — 
the first black character to head¬ 
line his own comic book was Dell 
Comics’ Western hero and gun- 
fighter Lobo in 1965 — the Black 
Panther is considered the first 
black superhero, introduced as a 
supporting character in Fantastic 
Four in 1966 and later featured in 
his own book. 

There has been a renaissance 
with black superheroes on televi¬ 
sion as well. “Black Lightning” 
debuts on The CW on Jan. 16 


Marvel enlists 
rapper for album 

The superhero universe is going 
all in for hip-hop with Marvel’s 
“Black Panther" film, for which 
rapper Kendrick Lamar will pro¬ 
duce the soundtrack. 

Lamar and Anthony “Top 
Dawg" Tiffith will curate and 
produce “Black Panther: The 
Album,” which does not yet 
have a release date. 

Beyond selecting songs for the 
album, Lamar and Tiffith will 
oversee new recordings for the 
film, “the first time in Marvel 
Cinematic Universe history that 
Marvel Studios will integrate 
multiple original recordings cre¬ 
ated specifically for the film,” 
according to the announcement 
Jan. 3 by Walt Disney Studios. 

It's also the first time Lamar 
will write, produce, perform and 
curate for a major film release. 
The first single, “All the Stars,” 
features Lamar and SZA. 

Los Angeles Times 


featuring an educator who gains 
electrical powers and becomes a 
superhero. “Luke Cage,” a televi¬ 
sion show about a former convict 
with superhuman strength and 
unbreakable skin, premiered on 
Netflix in 2016 and will begin a 
second season this year. 

There have been other black su¬ 
perhero movies — Wesley Snipes 
starred as the vampire slayer 
Blade in one of the first Marvel 
movies, and Robert Townsend 
starred in a comedic parody of 
superheroes in “Meteor Man” 
— but their movies did not bring 
out the enthusiasm that the Black 
Panther is seeing. “What is sig¬ 
nificant now, however, is that this 
age of convergence of film fran¬ 
chises with social media, a black 
superhero movie with an almost 
all-black cast conveys power, that 
we have arrived. It’s evolution,” 
said Christopher Chambers, a 
Georgetown University media 
studies professor. 



‘Jeopardy’ host Alex Trebek has surgery for blood clots on brain 


From wire reports 

Longtime “Jeopardy” host Alex Trebek 
had surgery for blood clots on the brain, 
but assured fans he’d be back reading clues 
to contestants soon. 

Trebek, 77, appeared in a video on the 
“Jeopardy” Facebook page Jan. 4 to an¬ 
nounce that he’d had the surgery during 
the show’s holiday break. 

Wearing a “Jeopardy” baseball cap and 
using the same tone he employs to explain 
difficult subjects on the show, Trebek says 
“I had a slight medical problem, subdural 
hematoma, blood clots on the brain caused 
by a fall I endured about two months ago.” 

“Surgery was performed,” he continues, 
“after two days in the hospital I came home 
and started recovery. The prognosis is ex¬ 
cellent, and I expect to be back in the stu¬ 
dio taping more ‘Jeopardy’ programs very, 
very soon.” 

He gave no specific timetable for when 
he might return. 

The Canadian has become an American 
institution in the decades since he started 


hosting “Jeopardy” in 1984. 

Obama to be Letterman’s 
first Netflix guest 

David Letterman has lined up former 
president Barack Obama to be his first 
guest when he returns to a TV talk show 
later this month. 

Obama will join Letterman on Jan. 12 
for the launch of the new “My Next Guest 
Needs No Introduction with David Letter- 
man” on Netflix. Other guests slated for the 
show include George Clooney, Jay-Z and 
Tina Fey. In each hour-long episode, Let¬ 
terman will conduct a long-form conversa¬ 
tion with a single guest and explore topics 
of his own outside the studio. It will be the 
first talk show Letterman has hosted since 
he stepped down from CBS’ “Late Show 
with David Letterman” in May 2015. 

Other news 

■ HBO said Jan. 4 that the final season of 
“Game of Thrones” won’t air until 2019. 


■ ABC announced Jan. 3 that a 
“ScandarV“How to Get Away With 
Murder” crossover episode will be staged 
this season. Stars Kerry Washington and 
Viola Davis broke the news with Instagram 
photos from each other’s set. 

■ ‘X-Files’ creator Chris Carter re¬ 
sponded to Gillian Anderson’s threats to 
quit after the 11th season, which premiered 
Jan. 3. “For me, ‘The X-Files’ is Mulder 
and Scully,” Carter told Collider. “I think 
if it were without Scully, I wouldn’t do it. 
That’s not my ‘X-Files.’” Anderson, who 
plays Dana Scully in the show with David 
Duchovny’s Fox Mulder, confirmed she 
won’t return after the current season. “For 
me, ‘The X-Files’ can go on, indefinitely,” 
Carter told Collider. “It’s really how long 
Mulder and Scully, and David and Gillian, 
want to do the show.” 

■ Steve Chaggaris, CBS News’ politi¬ 
cal director, has reportedly been fired two 
weeks after claims of “inappropriate be¬ 
havior.” “In the last two weeks, accounts of 
inappropriate behavior by Steve Chaggaris 
were brought to our attention and ... inves¬ 


tigated,” CBS said in a statement to CNN 
on Jan. 3. “As a result, CBS News has sev¬ 
ered ties with Mr. Chaggaris for violating 
company policy, effective immediately.” 

■ Country music artist Mickey Gilley 
and his son were injured in a car accident 
in Texas on Jan. 4, but both are recover¬ 
ing after minor injuries, a statement from 
Gilley’s pubhcist on Jan. 4 said. 

■ When Ben Vereen held auditions for 
“Hair” at a community theater in Florida, 
he said he wanted to break new ground with 
the rock musical. But several actresses in 
the show claim his sexually abusive behav¬ 
ior nearly broke them. The women — part 
of the Venice Theatre production outside 
of Tampa — say Vereen forced unwanted 
kisses, stripped naked during an acting 
exercise and made degrading comments 
about their weight, sex appeal and personal 
lives. In a statement to the Daily News on 
Jan. 4, Vereen did not deny the accusations. 
“I would hke to apologize directly to the fe¬ 
male cast members of the musical ‘Hair’ for 
my inappropriate conduct when I directed 
the production in 2015,” he said. 
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A sad poop emoji? There’s a process for that 


By Barbara Ortutay 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — We have a smil¬ 
ing pile of poop. What about one 
that’s sad? 

There’s a loaf of bread and a 
croissant. But where’s the sliced 
bagel? 

How can our emotional vo¬ 
cabulary be complete without a 
teddy bear, a lobster, a petri dish 
or a tooth? 

These are the kind of questions 
that trigger heated debates and 
verbal bomb tossing — or at least 
memos with bursts of capital let¬ 
ters — among members of the 
group burdened with deciding 
which new emojis make it onto 
our phones and computer screens 
each year. 

And now more people are get¬ 
ting in on the act. 

The Unicode Consortium is 
tasked with setting the global 
standard for the icons. It’s a 
heady responsibility and it can 
take years from inspiration to a 
new symbol being added to our 
phones. 

That’s because deciding wheth¬ 
er a googly-eyed turd should ex¬ 
press a wider range of emotions 
is not the frivolous undertaking 
it might appear to be. Picking 
the newest additions to our ros¬ 
ter of cartoonish glyphs, from 
deciding on their appearance to 
negotiating rules that allow vam¬ 
pires but bar Robert Pattinson’s 
or Dracula’s likeness, actually 
has consequences for modern 
communication. 

Not since the printing press 
has something changed written 
language as much as emojis have, 
said Lauren Collister, a scholarly 
communications librarian at the 
University of Pittsburgh. 

“Emoji is one way language 
is growing,” she said. “When it 



Jeff Chiu/AP 


Author Jennifer 8. Lee holds an 
image of a dumpling emoji in 
San Francisco. Thanks largely 
to Lee's efforts, the dumpling 
emoji was added to the Unicode 
Standard this year. 

stops growing and adapting, that’s 
when a language dies.” 

How did we get here? 

These tiny pictographs became 
a part of our online language 
with the ascent of cellphones, get¬ 
ting their start in Japan in 1999 
— “emoji” combines the Japa¬ 
nese words for “picture,” or “e” 
(pronounced “eh”), and “letters,” 
or “moji”. At first, there were just 
176: simplistic, highly pixelated 
icons such as a heart, a soccer 
ball and a rocking horse. Today 
there are more than 1,000. Be¬ 
cause none is taken away, their 
number only keeps growing. 

“Long after you and I are dust 
in the wind there will be a red 
wine emoji,” said Mark Davis, the 
co-founder and president of Uni¬ 
code Consortium who also works 
at Google. 

Anyone can propose an emoji. 


But for it to make it to phones 
and computers, it has to be ap¬ 
proved by Unicode. The nonprofit 
group, mostly made up of people 
from large tech companies such 
as Apple, Google and Facebook, 
translates emoji into one stan¬ 
dard, so that a person in France, 
for example, can send an emoji or 
a text message to a person in the 
U.S. and it will look the same, no 
matter what brand of phone or op¬ 
erating system they use. 

From the proposals to the 
design, a bevy of rules govern 
emojis. To submit a proposal to 
Unicode, you must follow a strict 
format, in writing, that includes 
your emoji’s expected usage 
level, whether it can be used as an 
archetype, a metaphor for a sym¬ 
bol (a pig face, for example, can 
mean more than the face of a pig 
and represent gluttony). 

Each year, a new version of the 
Unicode Standard is released. 
This year we got Unicode 10.0, 
which adds 8,518 characters, for 
a total of 136,690. It added the 
bitcoin symbol, a set of 285 Hen- 
taigana characters used in Japan 
and support for languages such 
as Masaram Gondi, used to write 
Gondi in Central and Southeast 
India. 

And then there’s the dumpling. 

An emoji takes shape 

Back in August 2015, journal¬ 
ist and author Jennifer 8. Lee was 
texting with her friend Yiying 
Lu, the graphic designer behind 
the iconic “fail whale” illustra¬ 
tion that used to pop up when 
Twitter’s network was down. It 
dawned on Lee that there was no 
dumpling emoji. 

“There are so many weird Jap¬ 
anese food emoji,” she said, but 
she didn’t understand how there 
could be no dumpling. After all, 
dumplings are almost universal. 


Think about it — ravioli, em¬ 
panada, pierogi, potsticker — all 
dumplings. 

The process took almost two 
years, including research, many 
meetings and a written, illus¬ 
trated proposal that reads a bit 
like an academic paper, complete 
with research on dumpling his¬ 
tory and popularity. 

But thanks largely to her efforts, 
the dumpling emoji was added to 
the Unicode Standard this year. 
And as part of her dumpling emoji 
lobbying, Lee decided to join the 
Unicode Consortium. 

It was an eye-opener. 

When she showed up at her first 
quarterly meeting of the Unicode 
Emoji Subcommittee, she ex¬ 
pected a big auditorium. Instead, 
it was just a conference room. 
Most people there, she said, were 
“older, white male engineers,” 
from the big tech companies. 

As part of their efforts to di¬ 
versify emojis, Lee and Lu 
founded Emojination, a group 
promoting “emoji by the people, 
for the people.” Emojination has 
worked with companies like Chi¬ 
na’s Baidu, GE and the Finnish 
government to help them submit 
emoji proposals. 

What makes the cut 

But when they proposed the 
frowning poop, they met with 
some resistance. 

“Will we have a CRYING 
PILE OF POO next? PILE OF 
POO WITH TONGUE STICK¬ 
ING OUT? PILE OF POO WITH 
QUESTION MARKS FOR EYES? 
PILE OF POO WITH KARA¬ 
OKE MIC? Will we have to en¬ 
code a neutral FACELESS PILE 
OF POO? As an ordinary user, I 
don’t want this kind of crap on my 
phone,” wrote Michael Everson, 
a linguist and typographer, in a 
memo to the Unicode Technical 


Committee. 

Another member, typographer 
Andrew West, wasn’t happy with a 
proposal for a sliced bagel emoji. 

“Why are we prioritizing bagel 
over other bread products?” he 
wrote. 

Got an idea for an emoji and are 
willing to fight for it? It’s not too 
late to submit one for the class of 
2019. As for 2018, stay tuned. We’ll 
know in a few months which ones 
made the cut. And while there’s a 
desire to be funny and quirky, the 
diversity of emojis is a real issue. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 8).$1.2372 

Dollar buys (Jan. 8).€0.8083 

British pound (Jan. 8).$1.39 

Japanese yen (Jan. 9).110.00 

South Korean won (Jan. 8).1,035.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3771 

British pound.$1.3548/0.7381 

Canada (Dollar).1.2386 

China (Yuan).6.4876 

Denmark (Krone).6.1906 

Egypt (Pound).17.7130 

Euro.$1.2029/0.8314 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8197 

Hungary (Forint).256.65 

Israel (Shekel).3.4385 

Japan (Yen).113.25 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3014 

Norway (Krone).8.0613 

Philippines (Peso).49.86 

Poland (Zloty) 3 46 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7509 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3276 

South Korea (Won).1,063.01 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9784 

Thailand (Baht).32.19 

Turkey (Lira).3.7444 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


1 INTEREST RATES I 

Prime rate 

..4.50 

Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate. 

..2.00 
.. 1.42 

3-month bill. 

..1.37 

..2.81 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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By Rekha Basu 
D es Moines (Iowa) Register 

M y cheeky sons created a 
shocking display under the 
Christmas tree and waited to 
see us react. It was a collec¬ 
tion of books about politics, parenthood 
and such pulled off our shelves. None was 
X-rated but their authors included Mark 
Halperin, A1 Franken, Bill Cosby, Roman 
Polanski and Bill Clinton. 

Seeing those men’s names together like 
that felt sickening at first. Then it drove 
home how our household has contributed 
to the fortunes of such high-profile men 
now accused of sexual abuses. And it made 
you wonder about other people we read, 
watch, get the news from and laugh with. 
Who are they, really? 

The offenses involving prominent peo¬ 
ple have ranged in egregiousness, but all 
crossed lines that shouldn’t be crossed. 
If abuses like those are as ubiquitous as 
the disclosures prompted by the #MeToo 
movement in 2017 suggested, then every 
one of us has had some kind of relationship 
with an abuser, even by having a president 
who’s been named as one by some women. 

Now at the dawn of 2018, “who are we?” 
is a question many of us find ourselves ask¬ 
ing more broadly. How did we, America, 
get to a place where an independent inves¬ 
tigator is needed to probe if a foreign gov¬ 
ernment — Russia, no less — was invited to 
tamper with our presidential elections? 

And how, more than 150 years after the 
Civil War ended, do white nationalists, 
Klansmen and neo-Nazis feel emboldened 
to put their racial hatred on menacing dis¬ 
play in a march in Charlottesville, Va., that 
turned fatal? Why did the president mini¬ 
mize it, at first assigning blame equally 


H ave you heard? Gretchen 
Carlson, the former Fox News 
anchor who took down her boss, 
sexual harasser Roger Ailes, is 
the new chairwoman of the Miss America 
pageant, whose crown she won in 1989. 
She hopes to “move this iconic program 
forward,” she wrote on Twitter, after the 
fallout from the revelation last month that 
pageant executives demeaned former win¬ 
ners in email. 

If you went on a news diet over the holi¬ 
day, and missed this m^or story about 
a minor institution, consider yourself 
lucky. It’s vile. Men (and women) in Miss 
America management, and on its nonprofit 
board, engaged in Trump-like banter about 
“formers,” as ex-winners are called, saying 
“80 percent of the winners do not have the 
class, smarts and model for success” and 
“We also have to punish them when they 
don’t appreciate what we do for them.” 

Elsewhere, they lament that one former 
winner didn’t die. Still elsewhere, they ask 
if “we four (are) the only ones not to have” 
had sex with one specific Miss America. 
And no, they did not say “have sex.” A far 
cruder word was used. 

Surprised? I’m not. The emails confirm 
everything I thought about beauty pag¬ 
eants, which is that they put lipstick on the 
big, ugly pig of misogyny. I have four young 
daughters, and I’ve always felt that they’re 
free to do any extracurricular activities, or 
none at all, with three exceptions: No box¬ 
ing, no Ayn Rand club, no pageants. 

As I type, I can hear the counter-ar¬ 
guments. These activities can nurture 
a strong work ethic, build confidence 
and provide a supportive social network. 


to counterprotesters standing up against 
racism? 

When our head of state thumbs his nose 
at the liberty and justice for all we pledge 
allegiance to, sides with the alleged child 
molester running for Senate and pardons 
the former Arizona sheriff sentenced for 
illegally profiling immigrants, are we 
responding with requisite outrage? And 
when the federal tax law serves up mas¬ 
sive tax cuts to the rich, adding $1 trillion 
to the federal debt, do we normalize that in 
our minds? 

Who are we as residents of a state if we 
don’t stand up for children’s safety, clean 
drinking water and adequately funded 
public schools? Those were once things 
we all agreed on, regardless of political 
party, before special-interest money and 
the courting of ideological constituencies 
had leaders sacrificing the public interest 
to put core priorities at risk. 

How did we get to a place where it is legal 
to have loaded guns in child care centers as 
we now do in Iowa? The governor’s office 
here even blocked common-sense safety 
regulations proposed by the state Depart¬ 
ment of Human Services, like barring 
loaded weapons from vehicles transport¬ 
ing those young children or requiring guns 
in centers to be locked and separated from 
ammunition, or notifying parents they’re 
there. Why on Earth do we need guns in 
child care centers? 

Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds said she wants 
“all stakeholders” at the table before re¬ 
quiring such measures. By which I assume 
she meant gun manufacturers, distributors 
and lobbyists more than child care work¬ 
ers and parents. Legislation signed by her 
predecessor already allows children of any 
age to use handguns under adult supervi- 


They can also provide a glimpse of a big¬ 
ger world for young people who otherwise 
might not get out of their neighborhoods or 
high schools. Think of what a good boxing 
gym, for example, can do for its partici¬ 
pants: promote clean living, help children 
find mentors, maybe get them to college or 
the Olympics. 

One hears the same arguments in sup¬ 
port of beauty pageants. Contestants say 
that pageants give them skills and confi¬ 
dence. “What kept bringing me back is the 
skills I acquired competing in pageantry, 
which is often overlooked,” Leanne Baum, 
Miss Long Island Teen 2010, told me; she 
mentioned public speaking as one of the 
skills she gained. During her tenure she 
was able to speak to schoolchildren about 
her latex allergy, and discuss the bullying 
she suffered from classmates who didn’t 
believe her allergy was real. 

These arguments aren’t wrong, but they 
are not good arguments, because they’re 
true of pretty much all human endeavors. 
Everything you work hard at builds your 
work ethic: entomology, origami, chant¬ 
ing Torah for your bat mitzvah, gardening, 
micro-brewing, Rubik’s Cube, Minecraft. 
Everything that involves striving teaches 
that, with striving, you improve. 

It’s true that the public presentation, the 
being-in-front-of-a-crowd, is more specific 
to pageants. What unites the Q-and-A event 
and the swimsuit walk (sort of) is training 
in a certain vague quality pageant boosters 
call “poise” — which strikes me as a highly 
gendered term that has something to do 
with talking and smiling at the same time. 
Still, as a former high school and college 
debater, I know that experience in front of 
a crowd can help you down the road. And 
as it happens, many pageant participants 
go on to careers in theater and television. 


sion. Between that Stand Your Ground law 
and the laughable 40-minute online hand¬ 
gun-use training course you can doze your 
way through and still pass in Iowa, all lo- 
wans, especially young ones, are at risk. 

Where are our priorities? While put¬ 
ting toddlers in danger in day care, the 
state has put more children at risk in their 
homes by cutting staffing at the Depart¬ 
ment of Human Services even as caseloads 
have risen and children have died. The 
Legislature in 2017 turned away $2 mil¬ 
lion in federal Medicaid funds for family 
planning just to spite any agency that of¬ 
fered abortion — even though the money 
wasn’t going for that. That forced Planned 
Parenthood of the Heartland, which used 
the money to pay for birth-control services 
for moderate-income lowans, to close four 
clinics. 

What are our priorities — as states, as 
a nation, as individuals? And if they don’t 
match the leadership’s, what are our obli¬ 
gations to children, the abused and the at- 
risk? If we learned anything this past year, 
it’s that you can’t leave critical decisions 
in the hands of politicians bent on advanc¬ 
ing their careers, satisfying their bases 
or abiding by some political doctrine any 
more than we can trust prominent media 
personalities to treat women with respect. 

So whatever our politics, our party, our 
race or our gender, let’s not normalize or 
make excuses for aberrant behavior or ac¬ 
tions by a co-worker, a mentor, minister, 
movie star or elected leader. Let’s resolve 
in this new year to remember our better 
selves when things are said and done and 
decisions are made that go against what we 
know to be right. 

Happy New Year. 

Rekha Basu Is a Des Moines ReglsterFolumnist. 


But Still: Why evening wear? Who even 
wears evening wear? Why swimsuits? Why 
swimsuits with heels? There are, after all, 
activities for women that don’t require thin¬ 
ness, height and wearing bikinis indoors. 

There are also activities that encourage 
women to express political views, rather 
than making them a hindrance to winning. 
Politically minded contestants are rare. 
Texas’ Margana Wood criticized President 
Donald Trump’s response to Charlottes¬ 
ville; Kate Shingle, Miss America 1998, 
went on to lead the Actors’ Equity union. 
But most seem to agree with Laura Marie 
Kaeppeler, Miss America 2012. When 
asked if contestants should share politi¬ 
cal views, she said that “in these economic 
times, we need to be looking forward to 
what America needs” and so “Miss Ameri¬ 
ca needs to represent all.” 

Beauty pageants can help people grow. 
But perhaps they can hinder us too. In 
Carlson’s career, for example, one senses 
that her growing political consciousness is 
straining against the apolitical mask that 
her pageant success required. 

And the emails remind us that pageants 
exist in a society that still judges women 
more than men for their looks. Miss Amer¬ 
ica has to be skinny in that bikini. And if 
she gains weight after she wins, somebody 
will mock her—maybe the president of the 
United States, maybe the head of the Miss 
America pageant, maybe the pageant’s 
lead writer, Lewis Friedman, who said that 
Miss America 2013 Mallory Hagan was 
eating her way to a career as “a blimp in 
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Parade.” 

For swimsuits, for all I know Friedman 
would rate a 7. For poise. I’d give him a 4. 

Mark Oppenheimer, a contributing writer to the 
Los Angeles Times Opinion section, is the host of 
Tablet’s Unorthodox podcast. 


Seeing no beauty in how pageants play out 

By Mark Oppenheimer 

Los Angeles Times 
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OPINION _ 

S. Korea should get a vote on war with North 


By Christian Caryl 

The Washington Post 

P resident Donald Trump’s now-no- 
torious tweet about his “Nuclear 
Button” — the capital letters are 
his — has prompted, as one might 
expect, a lot of tortured analysis, frenzied 
speculation and existential despair: 

“North Korean Leader Kim Jong Un just 
stated that the ‘Nuclear Button is on his 
desk at all times.’ Will someone from his 
depleted and food starved regime please 
inform him that I too have a Nuclear But¬ 
ton, but it is a much bigger & more power¬ 
ful one than his, and my Button works!” 

Just to avoid any misunderstandings up 
front: Yes, it was stupid. Yes, we shouldn’t 
talk about nukes this way. And yes, the size 
of the button doesn’t matter. 

Yet for all its frantic cogitation on the 
matter, the American media still seems 
to be leaving out one gigantic facet of the 
story: What about the South Koreans? 

At the risk of offending some of my 
friends in Korea, theirs is a country that 
we Americans tend to forget too often. Few 
of us seem to grasp that South Korea is a 
thriving democracy and an industrial pow¬ 
erhouse of 50 million people that has been 
one of our closest allies for the past seven 
decades. Thirty-six thousand U.S. troops 
died helping the United Nations defend the 
South from northern aggression in 1950- 


53. None of which, of course, prevents us 
from indulging in our habitual oblivious¬ 
ness toward yet another faraway country. 

Still, Trump’s casual blustering with 
nukes stands out even by our dismal geo¬ 
graphical standards. His tweet — which of 
course dramatically simplifies the actual 
command procedure required to launch 
nukes anywhere in the world — also blithe¬ 
ly bumbles over the political or strategic 
realities of the Korean Peninsula, factors 
a competent leader would probably want to 
consider before unleashing a devastating 
war in Northeast Asia. 

The simple fact of the matter — and it 
can’t be repeated enough — is that North 
Korea is still a long way from being able 
to wage war against the continental Unit¬ 
ed States. If war begins, it’s not heartland 
Americans who will pay the price. It’s 
South Koreans. 

Unless you’ve been to the military line of 
demarcation that divides North and South 
Korea — and which Trump managed to 
miss on his recent trip to the peninsula 
— you might find it hard to imagine how 
entangled the two countries’ fates remain 
today. Greater Seoul, a megalopolis of 25 
million people, is just 35 minutes away 
from the border with the North — one rea¬ 
son that a Pentagon war game reportedly 
determined that the onset of war would 
kill 20,000 people in the South each day it 
continued. 


North Korea has an estimated 11,000 ar¬ 
tillery tubes and rocket launchers set up in 
subterranean sites just north of the border, 
and all Kim would have to do to inflict hor¬ 
rific damage is lob the maximum number 
of munitions over that line into the densely 
inhabited South. If he wanted to run up the 
death toll, of course, he would merely have 
to resort to his large stores of chemical and 
biological weapons — not to mention his 
nukes, which would be far easier to deploy 
against the South than anyone else. 

As the veteran Korea correspondent 
Barbara Demick notes: 

“The oft-cited statistics about North 
Korea’s military are formidable: 1.2 mil¬ 
lion soldiers in the fourth-largest ground 
army in the world, among them more than 
100,000 special forces trained to infiltrate 
South Korea. Although its military hard¬ 
ware dates back to the Soviet era. North 
Korea has more tanks than the United 
States (3,500 compared with 2,381) and 
more artillery pieces than China. Its nu¬ 
clear fissile material is enough for least 
12 nuclear weapons, possibly as many as 
60, depending on their size. (According to 
the Arms Control Assn., the U.S. has 1,411 
strategic nuclear warheads.)” 

Even if the North significantly ups its 
game technologically, all this still means 
that the Korean Peninsula will remain the 
main battleground in any war. And while 
it’s true that our current security arrange¬ 


ments with the government in Seoul dictate 
that the United States assume operational 
command over all forces in the theater, 
that shouldn’t give us an unlimited right to 
ignore the South’s wishes about how such 
a conflict should proceed. It’s the South, 
after all, that would bear the brunt of any 
war. Trump’s blustering unilateralism ig¬ 
nores this. 

Small wonder, given Trump’s outbursts, 
that many South Koreans already see him 
as a bigger threat than Kim. Perhaps these 
fears are exaggerated. 

But guess what. Scaring the hell out of 
your most important ally is a really bad 
way to prepare for war with a nuclear¬ 
armed North Korea. By playing these 
games. Trump is eroding Seoul’s trust in 
our reliability, which could prompt it to re¬ 
assess its options — by starting, for exam¬ 
ple, to develop its own nuclear deterrent, 
thereby triggering a new arms race in one 
of the world’s most strategically sensitive 
regions. I, for one, would find it hard to 
blame South Korea. 

South Korean leaders may well come to 
the point where they decide that they’re 
willing to pay the price to eliminate the 
threat of their volatile neighbor to the 
north. But they should be able to do that on 
their own, without our imposing such a de¬ 
cision on them. It’s their country, after all. 

Christian Caryl is an editor with The Washington 
Post’s Global Opinions section. 


Will your retired pay be subject to Chained CPI? 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

T he new Republican-passed tax law 
deploys a new method of track¬ 
ing inflation called the “chained” 
Consumer Price Index, a tool that 
will dampen future adjustments to federal 
tax brackets and standard deductions, re¬ 
ducing over time the value of touted tax 
breaks for individuals and companies. 

This first-ever use of Chained CPI is 
viewed by guardians of Social Security, 
federal retirement plans, veterans’ com¬ 
pensation and survivor benefits as a worri¬ 
some development. If the same method for 
measuring inflation is adopted widely, they 
contend, it would cut the lifetime value of 
most federal benefit plans. 

“It’s a bad omen, in that it could have re¬ 
percussions on entitlements, especially at 
a time when people like [House SpeaW] 
Paul Ryan are announcing they’re going 
to go after earned benefits,” said Monique 
Morrissey, an economist with the Econom¬ 
ic Policy Institute. EPI is nonprofit think 
tank that assesses how laws and policies 
affect the welfare of low- and middle-in¬ 
come workers. 

By making Chained CPI part of the tax 
code, architects of the massive tax over¬ 
haul created a “significant revenue raiser 
to help offset some of the other costs in the 
bill,” said David Certner, legislative coun¬ 
sel for AARP. 

The retiree advocacy group criticizes 
the new tax law for cutting tax rates deeply 
for businesses while giving only temporary 
tax relief to most households, raising health 
care costs for millions of older Americans 
and increasing the federal debt by $1.5 
trillion over the next 10 years. AARP con¬ 
tends that puts at greater risk other critical 
programs for the elderly including Social 
Security. 

Certner said use of the Chained CPI in 
the tax code will dampen inflation-based 
adjustments to income tax brackets, stan¬ 
dard deductions and contributions employ¬ 
ees can make to 401(k) plans. 

That “means more and more money over 


Military Update 

time will be taxed at higher rates,” chip¬ 
ping away at the value of the tax breaks 
Republicans now tout. 

“The Chained CPI has been an ongoing 
threat” to federal benefits “for a number of 
years so this continues if not heightens that 
concern,” Certner said. 

Federal entitlements have been adjusted 
for inflation for decades using the Consum¬ 
er Price Index for Urban Wage Earners 
and Clerical Workers, or CPI-W. The index 
tracks price changes for a market basket 
of goods and services bought by working- 
age Americans. For example, changes in 
CPI-W during the third quarter of 2017 
versus the third quarter of 2016 justified 
the 2 percent cost-of-living adjustment this 
month for Social Security and federal re¬ 
tired pay. 

A separate but similar CPI for All Urban 
Consumers, or CPI-U, has been used for 
other purposes including to adjust federal 
income tax brackets until Republicans re¬ 
placed it last month with the Chained CPI. 

Critics of traditional indices argue they 
overstate inflation by failing to take into 
account how consumers react month to 
month to changing prices. For example, if 
beef prices rise, shoppers might purchase 
more chicken that month. Yet CPI-W and 
CPI-U market baskets assume no change 
in the weighting of chicken-to-beef pur¬ 
chases through the year. 

Every several years the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, which tracks consumer prices 
and maintains these indices, will conduct 
broader consumer surveys to adjust the 
weighting of various goods and services 
tracked by CPI-W and CPI-U. But that’s 
not frequent enough to eliminate what crit¬ 
ics have labeled “substitution bias.” 

“We essentially assume that consumers 
just keep buying the same quantities of 
goods and services regardless of what hap¬ 
pens to prices,” said Steve Reed, an econo¬ 
mist at the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


Starting in 2002, BLS created the 
Chained CPI to better approximate infla¬ 
tion experienced by consumers month to 
month. The index tracks not only prices 
but changes in shopping patterns as a re¬ 
sult of price changes. 

“With Chained CPI, we are using expen¬ 
diture survey data from essentially every 
month,” Reed said. “We are using [prod¬ 
uct] weights that are much more recent 
[and] based on what consumers are actu¬ 
ally purchasing right now.” 

Various deficit-reduction commissions 
have urged adoption of the Chained CPI 
for adjusting federal entitlements. Former 
President Barack Obama even endorsed 
it for a short time to entice Republi¬ 
cans to agree in return to close some tax 
loopholes. 

(3ne drawback of Chained CPI is that 
the surveys required and extra process¬ 
ing data takes more time. BLS publishes 
a preliminary change in the index, makes 
two interim adjustments during the year 
and then publishes a final annual infla¬ 
tion about 10 to 12 months later than the 
CPI-W or CPI-U, both of which report their 
calculations on annual inflation almost 
immediately. 

The greater concern for guardians of 
federal benefits is that Chained CPI con¬ 
sistently shows inflation 0.2 to 0.3 percent 
lower than traditional indices for mea¬ 
suring annual inflation. That has made it 
politically unpopular. Still Republicans 
generally support the switch for adjusting 
entitlements. Democrats want to stick with 
CPI-W or move in the opposite direction, to 
adjust Social Security and federal pensions 
using an experimental BLS index, CPI-E, 
that captures the spending patterns of el¬ 
derly Americans with their higher health 
care costs. 

Adoption of Chained CPI for tax purpos¬ 
es has sensitized both camps to the billions 
of dollars at stake for curbing federal costs 
or dampening benefits if they lose the fight 
over how federal benefits are protected 
against inflation. 

The stakes are particularly high for mil¬ 


itary retirees, disabled veterans and their 
survivors who draw retired pay or service- 
related compensation at relatively early 
ages, often years before they also qualify 
for Social Security. The Congressional 
Budget Office estimates that two-thirds of 
the lifetime value of military retirement 
flows from the full inflation protection 
their plans provide. 

“Our position is stay with CPI-W,” said 
retired Air Force Col. Dan Merry, vice 
president of government operations for 
Military Officers Associations of America. 
“It’s stable and more accurate of the mar¬ 
ket basket of goods — before people start 
substituting hamburger for roast and ice¬ 
berg lettuce for mixed greens. It’s the best 
way to provide inflation protection gener¬ 
ally across all demographics,” 

“If they are going to do Chained CPI,” 
Merry added, “then they need to address 
CPI-E for the elderly who would be dis¬ 
proportionately impacted. And any money 
[deficit hawks] make on Chained CPI they 
would lose on to the CPI-E.” 

Morrissey at EPI estimates Chained CPI 
would cut lifetime benefits for military re¬ 
tirees roughly 5 percent on average, with 
the sting felt more acutely in old age. An 
85-year-old enlisted retiree who left ser¬ 
vice at age 40 and received COLAs based 
on Chained CPI would be drawing an annu¬ 
ity worth about 12 percent less than if CPI- 
W protection is maintained, she said. That 
assumes Chained CPI reduces COLAs on 
average by 0.3 annually, she added. 

Reed at BLS said Chained CPI in more 
recent years has shown a lag of 0.2 per¬ 
cent annually versus inflation recorded by 
CPI-W. 

“We would appreciate a more accurate 
COLA,” said Certner for AARP. But for 
Social Security recipients that would not 
be achieved using Chained CPI but rather 
with an index that specifically tracks the 
spending patterns of America’s elderly, he 
said. 


Send comments to Military Update, P.O. Box 
231111, Centreville, VA, 20120; email milupdate® 
aol.com; Twitter: (I)Military_Update. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Passel 
5 Dad’s bro 
8 Bloke 
12“Sorta” 

14 “For — jolly 
good ...” 

15 Security 
precaution 

16 Cupid’s alias 

17 Author Fleming 

18 Snow White’s 
pals 

20 Mettle 

23 Incubator noise 

24 Tart flavor 

25 Judo maneuver 

28 Cover 

29 -garde 

30 Not ’neath 
32 Picture pendants 

34 Nest setting 

35 Employ 

36 Intone 

37 Hawaiian honcho 

40 Female hare 

41 Fermi’s bit 

42 Traffic jam 

47 Aerial stunt 

48 Musical group 

49 Actor Omar 

50 Pouch 

51 Nepal’s continent 

1-8 

FXUCZR MSDCKCSJD PUJZV 

XKMX M TMZ’F IMUBZXF 

TMVB MF M RJEX ECU KJT: 

TCT-MZP-ICI FDKZMIIF. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: ROMAN POET WHEN HE 
WAS USING A FLAME FROM A WICK TO PROVIDE 
ILLUMINATION: CANDLELIGHT VIRGIL. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: U equals R 


DOWN 

26 “Downton 

1 Wd. division 

Abbey” 

2 Zodiac feline 

countess 

3 Computer key 

27 Sharp 

4 Coming to 

29 Related 

5 Japanese noodle 

31 Pensioned 

6 SSE’s opposite 

(Abbr.) 

7 Denounces 

33 Suckers 

8 Low-quality 

34 Louise’s pal 

9 Frau’s mate 

36 Programmer’s 

10 Starting 

output 

11 Go by 

37 Hardy cabbage 

13 Minn, neighbor 

38 Perched on 

19 Raised ridge 

39 Basketball target 

20 Cardinal cap 

40 Platter 

letters 

43 Genetic 

21 Sandbox toy 

letters 

22 Loosen 

44 Drs. that deliver 

23 Chatter 

45 Roman 151 

25 Baseball stats 

46 Mauna — 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact informatioi 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


starsk^stri pes. 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 

Kristi Kimmei kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 


Reader Letters ietters@stripes.ci 


ClassifiedsI 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 


■ Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 
paypal. 

■ People saying Free Dog 


Automotive 1^ 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 1^ 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 
www.vilseckautosales.com 

Free Europe-wide delivery 

ra 



iTax Assistance _ 940 


^^R BLOCKS 

W\ 

GermanvH&RBIockTax 

Offices Get face-to-face tax help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^Email: eclemonsiahrblock.com^ 


Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 


STARS AND STRIPES 


Read STARS^ISTRIPES. online at 


www.stripes.com 


[ 


Off Duty? Amuse Yourself! 



Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, video games, 
celebrity antics... 
Get entertained with... 


STARSKJ^STRIPES. 



Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


STARS^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 
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Support 
the mission 


When you’re serving at a base in Afghanistan or one of the Gulf States, an American newspaper is an 
important link to home. At an isolated location like that, you can develop a real hunger for world and 
national news, stories with a military focus... news that really matters to you. 

Stars and Stripes delivers thousands of papers a day downrange, seven days a week — and we count on 
financial support from our subscribers and advertisers to get those papers to our forward deployed forces. 
Why? Although part of the Department of Defense, Stars and Stripes is editorially independent and 
maintaining our independence demands that we meet most of our financial obligations through our 
own commercial activities. That means selling subscriptions and advertising. Your subscription can 
make a difference. Donating a mail subscription to a VA hospital or clinic can help even more. 

Subscribe today: Stripes.com/digital or emaii MemberServices®stripes.com for more information. 


STARSOSTRIPES. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 




College football 


Bowl schedule 

Rose Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Georgia 54, Oklahoma 48, 20T 
Sugar Bowi (CFP Semifinai) 

New Orieans 
Alabama 24, Clemson 6 

Monday, Jan. 8 

Coiiege Footbaii Championship 
Atianta 

Georgia (13-1) vs. Alabama (12-1) 

Saturday, Jan. 20 
East-West Shrine Ciassic 
At St. Petersburg, Fia. 

East vs. West 

NFLPA Coiiegiate Bowi 
At Carson, Caiif. 

American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 27 
Senior Bowi 
At Mobiie, Aia. 

North vs. South 

FCS playoffs 

Championship 
Saturday, Jan. 6 
At Toyota Stadium 
Frisco, Texas 

North Dakota State 17, James Madison 
13 


Tennis 


ASB Classic 

At ASB Tennis Arena 
Auckiand, New Zeaiand 
Purse: $226,750 (inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singies 
Championship 

Julia Goerges (2), Germany, def. Caro¬ 
line Wozniacki (1), Denmark, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

Tata Open 

Saturday 

At Shree Shiv Chhatrapati Sports 
Compiex 
Pune, india 

Purse: $501,345 (WT250) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

Championship 

Gilles Simon, France, def. Kevin Ander¬ 
son (2), South Africa, 7-6 (4), 6-2. 

Doubies 

Championship 

Robin Haase and Matwe Middelkoop 
(2), Netherlands, def. Pierre-Hugues Her¬ 
bert and Gilles Simon, France, 7-6 (5), 7-6 
(5). 


Brisbane International 

Saturday 

At Queensland Tennis Centre 
Brisbane, Australia 
Purse: ATP, $468,910 (WT250); WTA, 
$894,700 (Premier) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

^Men* 

Semifinals 

Ryan Harrison, United States, def. Alex 
de Minaur, Australia, 4-6, 7-6 (5), 6-4. 

Nick Kyrgios (3), Australia, def. Grigor 
Dimitrov (1), Bulgaria, 3-6, 6-1, 6-4. 

Women 

Championship 

Elina Svitolina (3), Ukraine, def. Aliak- 


Semifinals 

Henri Kontinen, Finland, and John 
Peers (1), Australia, def. Grigor Dimi¬ 
trov, Bulgaria, and Ryan Harrison, United 
States, walkover. 

Leonardo Mayer and Horacio Zeballos, 
Argentina, def. Wesley Koolhof, Nether¬ 
lands, and Artem Sitak, New Zealand, 4- 
6, 6-1, 10-6. 

Women 
Champii 

ens and D. 

erlands, def. Andreja Klepac, Slovenia, 
and Maria Jose Martinez Sanchez (4), 
Spain, 7-5, 6-2. 


Qatar Open 

Saturday 

At The Khalifa International Tennis & 
Squash Complex 
Doha, Qatar 

Purse: $1.29 million (WT250) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

Championship 

Gael Monfils, France, def. Andrey 
Rublev, Russia, 6-2, 6-3. 


College basketball 


Deals 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

Saturday 

1. Michigan State (15-1) did not play. 
Next: at Ohio State, Sunday. 

2. Duke (13-2) lost to N.C. State 96-85. 
Next: at Pittsburgh, Wednesday. 

3. Villanova (14-1) beat Marquette 100- 
90. Next: vs. No. 5 Xavier, Wednesday. 

4. Arizona State (12-2) did not play. 
Next: at Utah, Sunday. 

5. Xavier (15-2) lost to Providence 81- 
72. Next: at No. 3 Villanova, Wednesday. 

6. West Virginia (14-1) beat No. 7 Okla¬ 
homa 89-76. Next: vs. Baylor, Tuesday. 

7. Oklahoma (12-2) lost to No. 6 West 
Virginia 89-76. Next: vs. No. 18 Texas 
Tech, Tuesday. 

8. Virginia (14-1) beat No. 12 North 
Carolina 61-49. Next: vs. Syracuse, Tues- 

9. Wichita State (12-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. South Florida, Sunday. 

10. Kansas (12-4) beat No. 16 TCU 88- 
84. Next: vs. Iowa State, Tuesday. 

11. Texas A&M (11-4) lost to LSU 69-68. 
Next: at No. 17 Kentucky, Tuesday. 

12. North Carolina (12-4) lost to No. 8 
Virginia 61-49. Next: vs. Boston College, 
Tuesday. 

13. Purdue (15-2) beat Nebraska 74-62. 
Next: at Michigan, Tuesday. 

14. Arizona (12-4) lost to Colorado 80 
77. Next: vs. Oregon State, Thursday. 

15. Miami (12-2) did not play. Next: - 
No. 24 Florida State, Sunday. 

16. TCU (13-2) lost to No. 10 Kansas L_ 
84. Next: at Texas, Wednesday. 

17. Kentucky (12-3) lost to No. 23 Ten¬ 
nessee 76-65. Next: vs. No. 11 Texas A&M, 
Tuesday. 

18. Texas Tech (14-1) beat Kansas 
State 74-58. Next: at No. 7 Oklahoma, 
Tuesday. 

19. Cincinnati (13-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. SMU, Sunday. 

19. Gonzaga (14-3) beat Loyola Mary- 
mount 85-66. Next: vs. Portland, Thurs¬ 
day. 

21. Seton Hall (14-2) beat Butler 90-87. 
Next: at Marquette, Tuesday. 

22. Arkansas (11-4) lost to Auburn 88- 
77. Next: vs. LSU, Wednesday. 

23. Tennessee (10-4) beat No. 17 Ken¬ 
tucky 76-65. Next: at Vanderbilt, Tues¬ 
day. 

24. Florida State (12-2) did not play. 
Next: at No. 15 Miami, Sunday. 

25. Clemson (14-1) beat Louisville 74- 
69, OT. Next: at NC State, Thursday. 

Saturday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Boston College 77, Wake Forest 71 
Bryant 79, Sacred Heart 74 
Columbia 87, Sarah Lawrence College 
42 

Creighton 90, Georgetown 66 

DePaul 91, St. John’s 74 

Duquesne 64, Fordham 41 

Harvard 61, Dartmouth 51 

Maine 76, Binghamton 73 

Md.-Eastern Shore 92, Hampton 83 

Mount St. Mary’s 78, CCSU 51 

NJIT 98, SC-Upstate87 

New Hampshire 64, Albany (N'V') 61 

Notre Dame 51, Syracuse 49 

Penn 76, Princeton 70 

Providence 81, Xavier 72 

Rhode Island 81, George Washington 

60 

Robert Morris 88, LIU Brooklyn 79 
SC State 63, Delaware St. 60 
Saint Joseph’s 85, St. Bonaventure 78 
St. Francis (Pa.) 91, St. Francis Brook¬ 
lyn 87 

Stony Brook 63, Hartford 61 
UConn 70, East Carolina 65 
VCU 80, La Salle 74 
Vermont 71, UMBC 56 
Villanova 100, Marquette 90 
Wagner 73, Fairleigh Dickinson 65 
West Virginia 89, Oklahoma 76 
SOUTH 

Alabama St. 63, MVSU 46 
Appalachian St. 79, Louisiana-Monroe 

Ark.-Pine Bluff 69, Alabama A&M 62 
Auburn 88, Arkansas 77 
Austin Peay 76, SE Missouri 71 
Bethune-Cookman 92, Howard 87, OT 
Campbell 88, Winthrop 77 
Clemson 74, Louisville 69, OT 
E. Illinois 54, E. Kentucky 53 
ETSU 85, Chattanooga 66 
Florida Gulf Coast 90, Stetson 52 
Furman 74, Mercer 71 
Georgia 65, Alabama 46 
Georgia Southern 72, UALR 69 
Georgia St. 79, Arkansas St. 75 
Georgia Tech 74, Yale 60 
High Point 80, Charleston Southern 59 
Jackson St. 60, Alcorn St. 55 
Jacksonville 90, North Florida 86 
Jacksonville St. 64, Belmont 60 
Liberty 60, Presbyterian 48 
Lipscomb 86, Kennesaw St. 71 
Longwood 79, Gardner-Webb 73 
Louisiana Tech 97, UTEP 88 
Louisiana-Lafayette 81, Coastal Caro¬ 
lina 64 

Memphis 76, Tulsa 67 
Middle Tennessee 61, FAU 57 
Mississippi 64, Mississippi St. 58 
Morgan St. 87, Florida A&M 68 
Murray St. 82, UT Martin 68 
NC State 96, Duke 85 
New Orleans 82, McNeese St. 75, OT 
Radford 90, UNC-Asheville 70 
SlU-Edwardsville 70, Morehead St. 65 
Samford 85, W. Carolina 71 
Savannah St. 80, Coppin St. 71 
South Carolina 71, Vanderbilt 60 
Southern Miss. 93, UTSA 83 
Southern U. 80, Grambling St. 69 
Stephen F. Austin 64, Northwestern St. 
56 


UAB 75, FIU64 
UNC-Greensboro 63, VMI 61 
Virginia 61, North Carolina 49 
Virginia Tech 81, Pittsburgh 67 
W. Kentucky 112, Marshall 87 
Wofford 109, The Citadel 92 
MIDWEST 

Adrian 72, Albion 65 
Ashland 55, N. Michigan 54 
Augustana (SD) 76, Concordia (St.P.) 

60 

Beloit 88, Illinois College 64 
Bowling Green 75, E. Michigan 71, OT 
Buffalo 83, Ball St. 63 
Calvin 80, Alma 63 

Central Methodist 94, Evangel 88, 20T 

Columbia (Mo.) 63, Central Baptist 61 

Concordia (Mich.) 72, Aquinas 67 

Drake 75, Indiana St. 72 

Edgewood 71, Wis. Lutheran 62 

Evansville 68, Bradley 44 

Ferris St. 89, Davenport 75 

Florida 77, Missouri 75 

Grand Valley St. 81, Saginaw Valley St. 

Gustavus 62, Concordia (Moor.) 52 
Hope 86, Kalamazoo 77 
Indiana 75, Minnesota 71 
Indiana-East 80, Alice Lloyd 66 
Kent St. 85, Cent. Michigan 69 
Marian (Wis.) 77, Dominican (III.) 65 
Mary 77, Minn. St.-Moorhead 65 
Michigan 79, Illinois 69 
Milwaukee 67, Cleveland St. 63 
Minn. Duluth 62, Bemidj'i St. 57 
Monmouth (III.) 65, Lawrence 62 
Mount Mercy 86, Benedictine (Kan.) 
65 

N. Dakota St. 84, South Dakota 79 
New Mexico St. 97, Chicago St. 60 
Northern St. (SD) 75, Minot St. 56 
Northland 63, Crown (Minn.) 62 
Ohio 78, N. Illinois 68 
Peru St. 95, Grand View 88 
Purdue 74, Nebraska 62 
Rio Grande 73, UMKC 61 
Ripon 83, Lake Forest 69 
S. Dakota St. 101, Omaha 88 
SW Minnesota St. 86, Upper Iowa 84 
Saint Louis 69, Richmond 62 
Seton Hall 90, Butler 87 
St. Norbert97, Grinnell85 
St. Thomas (Minn.) 61, Carleton 57 
Tiffin 86, Michigan Tech 68 
UMass 62, Dayton 60 
Valparaiso 83, S. Illinois 72 
W. Michigan 67, Miami (Ohio) 62 
Wayne (Mich.) 63, Lake Superior St. 60 
Winona St. 72, Sioux Falls 70 
Wis.-Oshkosh 72, Wis.-La Crosse 65 
Wis.-Superior85, Bethany Lutheran 82 
Youngstown St. 85, Green Bay 74 
SOUTHWEST 
Baylor 69, Texas 60 
Cent. Arkansas 100, Lamar 91,20T 
Kansas 88, TCU 84 
LSU 69, Texas A&M 68 
Nicholls 72, Houston Baptist 71 
Oklahoma St. 96, Iowa St. 87, OT 
Old Dominion 63, North Texas 60 
Oral Roberts 81, W. Illinois 66 
Rice 73, Charlotte 64 
Sam Houston St. 85, Incarnate Word 
74 

Texas Southern 100, Prairie View 94 
Texas State 57, Troy 56 
Texas Tech 74, Kansas St. 58 
Texas-Arlington 91, South Alabama 67 

FAR WEST 

Cal St.-Fullerton 101, Cal Poly 97, OT 
Coll, of Idaho 77, Evergreen St. 67 
Colorado 80, Arizona 77 
E. Oregon 82, Northwest U. 66 
E. Washington 82, Sacramento St. 67 
Fort Wayne 82, Denver 63 
Fresno St. 82, Colorado St. 79, OT 
Gonzaga 85, Loyola Marymount 66 
Grand Canyon 73, Seattle 57 
Hawaii 65, CS Northridge 46 
Idaho St. 64, N. Arizona 60 
Montana 89, N. Colorado 80 
Montana St. 79, North Dakota 68 
Nevada 86, Air Force 75 
New Mexico 80, San Jose St. 47 
Pacific 67, BYU 66 
Portland St. 73, Idaho 72 
Saint Mary’s (Cal) 70, San Diego 63 
San Francisco 80, Pepperdine 67 
Santa Clara 70, Portland 68 
UC Irvine 86, Long Beach St. 73 
UCLA 107, California 84 
Utah St. 85, UNLV 78 
Utah Valley 75, CS Bakersfield 42 
Washington 70, Washington St. 65 
Weber St. 92, S. Utah 76 
Wyoming 79, Boise St. 78, OT 

AP Women’s Top 25 fared 

Saturday 

1. UConn (13-0) beat South Florida 100- 
49. Next: vs. UCF, Tuesday. 

2. Notre Dame (14-1) did not play. 
Next: at Georgia Tech, Sunday. 

3. Louisville (17-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. Virginia Tech, Sunday. 

4. South Carolina (13-1) did not play. 
Next: at No. 15 Missouri, Sunday. 

5. Mississippi State (16-0) did not play. 
Next: at LSU, Sunday. 

6. Baylor (14-1) beat Kansas 83-48. 
Next: at Oklahoma, Sunday, Jan. 14. 

7. Tennessee (14-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. Vanderbilt, Sunday. 

8. Texas (12-1) did not play. Next: at 
Kansas State, Sunday. 

9. Oregon (14-2) did not play. Next: at 
No. 14 UCLA, Sunday. 

10. Ohio State (14-2) did not play. Next: 
at No. 22 Michigan, Sunday. 

11. Florida State (14-1) did not play. 
Next: at Syracuse, Sunday. 

12. West Virginia (13-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Iowa State, Sunday. 

13. Maryland (14-2) did not play. Next: 
at Wisconsin, Sunday. 

14. UCLA (11-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 9 Oregon, Sunday. 

15. Missouri (13-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 4 South Carolina, Sunday. 

16. Oregon State (11-3) did not play. 


Next: at Southern Cal, Sunday. 

17. Duke (11-4) did not play. Next: at 
N.C. State, Sunday. 

18. Iowa (14-2) did not play. Next: at Il¬ 
linois, Sunday. 

19. Texas A&M (12-4) did not play. 
Next: at Auburn, Sunday. 

20. Oklahoma State (11-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. Oklahoma, Sunday. 

21. Villanova Q2-2) did not play. Next: 
at Georgetown, Wednesday. 

22. Michigan (13-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 10 Ohio State, Sunday. 

23. California (10-4) did not play. Next: 
at Arizona, Sunday. 

24. Stanford (9-6) did not play. Next: at 
No. 25 Arizona State, Sunday. 

25. Arizona State (12-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 24 Stanford, Sunday. 

Saturday’s women’s scores 

Saturday, Jan. 6 
EAST 

Albany (NY) 66, New Hampshire 53 
Binghamton 66, Maine 62 
Bryant 66, CCSU 50 
Dartmouth 63, Harvard 56 
Delaware St. 58, SC State 44 
Fairleigh Dickinson 74, Wagner 64 
Fordham 66, Saint Louis 63 
Hampton 70, Md.-Eastern Shore 65 
Hartford 75, Stony Brook 68 
Marist 65, Manhattan 40 
Princeton 70, Penn 55 
Ouinnipiac 74, Iona 38 
Robert Morris 60, LIU Brooklyn 53 
Rutgers 70, Penn St. 65 
SC-Upstate 95, NJIT 57 
Sacred Heart 82, Mount St. Mary’s 52 
St. Bonaventure 69, UMass 59 
St. Francis (Pa.) 90, St. Francis Brook¬ 
lyn 75 

Vermont 72, UMBC 58 

SOUTH 

Alabama A&M 52, Ark.-Pine Bluff 49 
Alabama St. 76, MVSU 41 
Appalachian St. 71, Louisiana-Monroe 

Arkansas St. 75, Georgia St. 58 
Austin Peay 66, SE Missouri 65 
Belmont 71, Jacksonville St. 55 
Bethune-Cookman 59, Howard 55 
Campbell 72, Winthrop 48 
Charlotte 63, Old Dominion 60 
Chattanooga 47, W. Carolina 32 
Coppin St. 66, Savannah St. 57 
E. Kentucky 67, E. Illinois 51 
ETSU 60, UNC-Greensboro 52 
Florida Gulf Coast 80, Stetson 40 
Gardner-Webb 69, Radford 53 
High Point 58, UNC-Asheville 45 
Houston 98, Tulane 92 
Jackson St. 74, Alcorn St. 51 
Jacksonville 66, North Florida 48 
Liberty 63, Charleston Southern 53 
Lipscomb 64, Kennesaw St. 62 
Longwood 66, Presbyterian 56 
Louisiana-Lafayette 59, Coastal Caro¬ 
lina 55 

Memphis 72, East Carolina 36 
Mercer 86, Furman 64 
Morgan St. 61, Florida A&M 56 
New Orleans 77, McNeese St. 64 
Richmond 77, La Salle 51 
SlU-Edwardsville 66, Morehead St. 51 
Southern U. 63, Grambling St. 44 
Stephen F. Austin 70, Northwestern St. 

62 

Tennessee St. 76, Tennessee Tech 66 
UAB 59, Middle Tennessee 51 
UALR 64, Georgia Southern 34 
UCF 59, Wichita St. 53 
UConn 100, South Florida 49 
UT Martin 97, Murray St. 80 
W. Kentucky 81, Southern Miss. 60 
Wofford 58, Samford 46 
MIDWEST 

Ball St. 84, Bowling Green 73 
Baylor 83, Kansas 48 
Cent. Michigan 84, Miami (Ohio) 66 
Cleveland St. 70, Ill.-Chicago 67 
Denver 73, Fort Wayne 55 
E. Michigan 70, Toledo 57 
Green Bay 52, Milwaukee 29 
lUPUl 65, Youngstown St. 43 
Indiana 72, Purdue 54 
N. Illinois 86, Buffalo 84 
North Dakota 79, Montana St. 70 
Oakland 79, N. Kentucky 53 
Ohio 70, Akron 67 
S. Dakota St. 83, N. Dakota St. 63 
UMKC 54, Rio Grande 52 
W. Illinois 56, Oral Roberts 49 
W. Michigan 66, Kent St. 61 
Wright St. 88, Detroit 60 
SOUTHWEST 

Abilene Christian 86, SE Louisiana 80 
Cent. Arkansas 51, Lamar 39 
Incarnate Word 56, Sam Houston St. 
19 

Nicholls 73, Houston Baptist 61 
Prairie View 61, Texas Southern 56 
South Alabama 76, Texas-Arlington 63 
Texas State 83, Troy 75 
Tulsa 64, Cincinnati 51 
FAR WEST 
BYU 77, Pacific 65 
CS Bakersfield 63, Utah Valley 58 
CS Northridge 70, Cal St.-Fullerton 68 
E. Washington 83, Sacramento St. 72 
Fresno St. 56, Colorado St. 45 
Gonzaga 77, Loyola Marymount 67 
Grand Canyon 74, Seattle 63 
Idaho 101, Portland St. 90 
Idaho St. 75, N. Arizona 55 
N. Colorado 68, Montana 50 
Nevada 70, Air Force 60 
New Mexico St. 74, Chicago St. 59 
Saint Mary’s (Cal) 75, San Diego 53 
San Francisco 68, Pepperdine 67 
San Jose St. 95, New Mexico 86 
Santa Clara 50, Portland 43 
UC Davis 76, Hawaii 52 
UC Riverside 77, Long Beach St. 53 
UC Santa Barbara 73, Cal Poly 68 
UNLV 63, Utah St. 54 
Weber St. 77, S. Utah 64 
Wyoming 66, Boise St. 51 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
National League 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Traded INF 
Yangervis Solarte to Toronto OF Edward 
Olivares and RHP Jared Carkuff. Re¬ 
signed RHP Craig Stammen to a two-year 
contract. Signed RHP Kazuhisa Makitato 
a two-year contract. Designated INF Jose 
Rondon for assignment. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

LOS ANGELES LAKERS - Waived C An¬ 
drew Bogut. 

NBA G-League 

AGUA CALIENTE CLIPPERS - Claimed 
G Michael Orris from the available player 
pool. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CAROLINA PANTHERS - Signed coach 
Ron Rivera to a two-year contract exten- 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Named Jon 
Gruden coach. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

WINNIPEG JETS - Recalled F Jimmy 
Lodge from Jacksonville (ECHL) to Mani¬ 
toba (AHL). 

COLLEGE 

GEORGIA TECH - Named Nate Woody 
defensive coordinator. 

HOUSTON - Named Kendal Briles as¬ 
sociate head football coach, offensive 
coordinator and quarterbacks coach. 


Golf 


Tournament of Champions 

Saturday 

At Kapalua Resort (Plantation Course) 
Kapalua, Hawaii 
Purse: $6.3 million 
Yardage: 7,452; Par: 73 
Thirf--- 


Third 

Dustin Johnson 
Brian Harman 
Jon Rahm 
Rickie Fowler 
Jason Dufner 
Jhonattan Vegas 
Pat Perez 
Chris Stroud 
Daniel Berger 
Billy Horschel 
Jordan Spieth 
Si Woo Kim 
Kevin Kisner 
Patrick Cantlay 
Hideki Matsuyama 
Marc Leishman 
Cameron Smith 
Patton Kizzire 
Ryan Armour 
Kevin Chappell 
Xander Schauffele 
Russell Henley 
Grayson Murray 
Bryson DeChambeau 
Austin Cook 
Kyle Stanley 
Brendan Steele 
Hudson Swafford 
Wesley Bryan 
Justin Thomas 
Adam Hadwin 
Jonas Blixt 
D.A. Points 
Brooks Koepka 


69-68-66-203 -16 

68- 68-69-205 -14 
71-70-66-207 -12 

69- 71-68-208 -11 

71- 68-69-208 -11 

68- 70-71-209 -10 

72- 66-71-209 -10 

72- 66-72 -210 ‘ 

73- 70-68-211 

70- 71-70-211 
75-66-70-211 

69- 71-72 -212 

70- 70-72 -212 
70-70-72 -212 

70- 70-72-212 
67-69-76-212 

75- 70-68-213 
72-72-69-213 

71- 73-70-214 

74- 70-70-214 

72- 72-70-214 
74-69-72 -215 
74-74-69-217 

73- 73-71-217 

74- 74-70-218 

70- 75-73-218 

71- 74-74-219 

72- 72-76-220 +1 
74-70-76-220 +1 
71-75-75-221 +2 

73- 75-74-222 +3 

77- 71-75-223 ■^4 

76- 76-74-226 +7 

78- 74-78-230 +11 


College hockey 


Saturday’s scores 

EAST 

Maine 3, Boston U. 0 

Mass.-Lowell 6, UMass 3 

Colgate 4, Princeton 0 

Cornell 1, Ouinnipiac 0 

Dartmouth 6, RPI 5, OT 

Harvard 4, Union (N.Y.) 3, OT 

American International 4, Holy Cross 

Brown 4, New Hampshire 4, OT 
RIT 2, Niagara 2, OT 
Northeastern 6, Bentley 1 
Wisconsin at Penn St., 7 p.m. 
Providence 5, Merrimack 2 
Wisconsin 3, Penn St. 3, OT 
Army 3, Sacred Heart 3, OT 
St. Lawrence 4, Canisius 1 
MIDWEST 

Bowling Green 6, Ferris St. 3 
Bemidji St. 6, Lake Superior St. 3 
Denver 4, Miami (Ohio) 1 
Ohio St. 5, Michigan St. 3 
North Dakota 4, Omaha 0 
St. Cloud St. 5, Minnesota 2 
FAR WEST 
Air Force 5, Mercyhurst 1 
Boston College 3, N. Michigan 3, OT 


Pro baseball 


MLB calendar 

Jan. 12 — Salary arbitration figures 
exchanged. 

Jan. 24 — BBWAA Hall of Fame voting 
announced. 

Jan. 29-Feb. 16 — Salary arbitration 
hearings, Phoenix. 

Jan. 30-Feb. 1 — Owners meetings, 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Feb 15 — Voluntary reporting date for 
pitchers, catchers and injured players. 
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Alex Gallardo/AP 

Clippers forward Blake Griffin, center, is hit by Golden State center 
JaVale McGee, right, as Stephen Curry, left, looks on during the first 
half of Saturday’s game in Los Angeles. Griffin suffered a concussion 
on the hit and did not return. The Warriors won 121-105. 


Roundup 

Curry, Warriors top 
depleted Clippers 


Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES —Steph Curry 
scored a season-high 45 points 
without playing the fourth quar¬ 
ter and the Golden State Warriors 
ran away from the Los Angeles 
Clippers 121-105 on Saturday for 
their fourth straight victory. 

Curry took advantage of the 
guard-depleted Clippers, mak¬ 
ing 11 of 21 shots, including 8 of 
16 three-pointers, going against 
rookie Juwan Evans and G- 
League call-up Tyrone Wallace. 

The Clippers’ Blake Griffin suf¬ 
fered a concussion late in the first 
quarter when he stumbled driv¬ 
ing into the lane from the right 
wing and hit his head on JaVale 
McGee’s right elbow. Griffin fell 
to the floor and remained down 
for several minutes as team phy¬ 
sicians tended to him. He walked 
off under his own power and went 
to the locker room. 

Nick Young and JaVale McGee 
each scored 11 points for Golden 
State, playing with Kevin Durant 
sidelined by a right calf strain. 
The Warriors improved to 17-2 
since Nov. 27. They lost won 12th 
straight against the Clippers. 

Lou Williams scored 23 points, 
and DeAndre Jordan added 15 
points and 11 rebounds for the 
Clippers. 

Cavaliers 131, Magic 127: 

LeBron James had 33 points, 10 
rebounds and nine assists to just 
miss a triple-double in Cleve¬ 
land’s victory over host Orlando. 

Celtics 87, Nets 85: Jayson 
Tatum had a driving dunk and a 
three-pointer on consecutive late 
possessions, pulling Boston out 
of a late hole on the road against 
Brooklyn. 

Pistons 108, Rockets 101:To- 

bias Harris scored 27 points and 
host Detroit held off Houston. 

Bucks 110, Wizards 103: 

Giannis Antetokounmpo had 34 



WiLLLiE J. Allen Jr./AP 


Magic guard Elfrid Payton lays 
up the ball against Cleveland 
Cavaliers forward Kevin Love in 
Oriando, Fla. on Saturday. 

points and 12 rebounds, Eric 
Bledsoe added 21 points and vis¬ 
iting Milwaukee pulled away late 
to beat Washington. 

Timberwolves 116, Pelicans 
98: Karl-Anthony Towns and 
Jimmy Butler each scored 21 
points, Andrew Wiggins added 20 
and host Minnesota cruised past 
New Orleans. 

Pacers 125, Bulls 86: Victor 
Oladipo had 23 points and nine 
assists in three quarters in his 
return from a right knee injury 
in Indiana’s victory over visiting 
Chicago. 

Kings 106, Nuggets 98: 

Forty-year-old Vince Carter 
scored 10 of his 12 points in the 
fourth quarter and host Sacra¬ 
mento held off Denver. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

33 10 .767 - 


Boston 
Toronto 
Philadelphia 
New York 
Brooklyn 

Southeast Division 

Washington 23 17 .575 


27 10 .730 3 

19 19 .500 ll'/2 

18 21 .462 13 

15 24 .385 16 


Miami 

Charlotte 

Orlando 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Detroit 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Chicago 


17 .553 1 

15 23 .395 7 

12 28 .300 11 

10 28 .263 12 

Centrai Division 

26 13 .667 - 

21 17 .553 4'/2 

21 17 .553 4'/2 

20 19 .513 6 

14 26 .350 12'/2 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


L Pet 


27 11 .711 - 

27 13 .675 1 

19 19 .500 8 

13 27 .325 15 

12 27 .308 15'/2 


Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Dallas 
Memphis 

Northwest Division 

Minnesota 25 16 .610 - 

Oklahoma City 22 17 .564 2 

Denver 21 18 .538 3 

Portland 20 18 .526 3'/2 

Utah 16 23 .410 8 

Paeifie Division 

Golden State 32 8 .800 - 

L.A. Clippers 17 21 .447 14 

Phoenix 15 26 .366 17Vi 

Sacramento 13 25 .342 18 

L.A. Lakers 11 27 .289 20 

Friday’s games 
Boston 91, Minnesota 84 
Philadelphia 114, Detroit 78 
Miami 107, New York 103, OT 
Toronto 129, Milwaukee 110 
Chicago 127, Dallas 124 
San Antonio 103, Phoenix 89 
Denver 99, Utah 91 
Washington 102, Memphis 100 
Portland 110, Atlanta 89 
Charlotte 108, L.A. Lakers 94 


Saturday’s gar 

Golden State 121, L.A. Clippers 105 
Boston 87, Brooklyn 85 
Cleveland 131, Orlando 127 
Detroit 108, Houston 101 
Indiana 125, Chicago 86 
Milwaukee 110, Washington 103 
Minnesota 116, New Orleans 98 
Sacramento 106, Denver 98 
Sunday’s games 
Utah at Miami 
New York at Dallas 
Oklahoma City at Phoenix 
San Antonio at Portland 
Atlanta at L.A. Lakers 

Monday’s games 
Milwaukee at Indiana 
Toronto at Brooklyn 
Cleveland at Minnesota 
Detroit at New Orleans 
Houston at Chicago 
San Antonio at Sacramento 
Atlanta at L.A. Clippers 
Denver at Golden State 

Tuesday’s games 
Miami at Toronto 
Portland at Oklahoma City 


Saturday 

Celtics 87, Nets 85 

BOSTON — Tatum 6-15 0-0 14, Morris 4- 
8 0-0 8, Baynes 5-14 0-0 10, Irving 8-22 3-4 

21, Brown 2-8 0-4 4, Ojeleye 0-0 0-0 0, Theis 

4- 6 0-0 8, Rozier 1-7 0-0 2, Larkin 3-4 2-2 9, 
Smart 4-14 3-5 11. Totals 37-98 8-15 87. 

BROOKLYN - Carroll 3-12 2-2 10, Hoi- 
lis-Jefferson 3-15 2-3 8, Zeller 3-5 1-2 7, 
Dinwiddle 7-15 5-5 20, Crabbe 2-11 3-4 9, 
Acy 1-3 2-2 5, J.AIIen 0-0 0-0 0, Okafor 5-12 

2-2 12, Doyle 1-3 0-0 2, Stauskas 1-6 0-0 2, 
Harris 4-9 2-2 10. Totals 30-91 19-22 85. 
Boston 16 23 25 23-87 

Brooklyn 22 19 20 24-85 

Three-Point Goals—Boston 5-18 (Ta¬ 
tum 2-2, Irving 2-6, Larkin 1-1, Morris 0-1, 
Brown 0-1, Rozier 0-2, Smart 0-5), Brook¬ 
lyn 6-31 (Carroll 2-5, Crabbe 2-8, Acy 1-2, 
Dinwiddle 1-5, Hollis-Jefferson 0-2, Doyle 
0-2, Harris 0-3, Stauskas 0-4). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Boston 44 (Theis 
10), Brooklyn 55 (Harris 12). Assists-Bos- 
ton 12 (Irving 4), Brooklyn 11 (Dinwiddle 
3). Total Fouls—Boston 17, Brooklyn 14. 
Technicals-Acy. A-17,732 (17,732). 

Kings 106, Nuggets 98 

DENVER - Chandler 1-6 4-4 7, Jokic 3- 
10 2-2 8, Plumlee 3-5 3-5 9, Murray 7-16 1- 
118, Harris 6-11 2-2 17, Barton 6-13 2-3 17, 
Craig 0-2 0-0 0, Lyles 8-11 1-4 19, Beasley 

1-2 0-0 3. Totals 35-76 15-21 98. 

SACRAMENTO - Richardson 3-7 0-0 8, 
Labissiere 6-12 0-0 12, Cauley-Stein 8-12 

1- 3 17, Fox 6-11 6-8 18, Hield 5-14 0-0 14, 
Koufos 5-8 2-2 12, Temple 1-9 0-0 2, Carter 

5- 12 0-0 12, Bogdanovic 3-9 4-4 11. Totals 
42-94 13-17 106. 

Denver 27 14 30 27- 98 

Sacramento 29 17 33 27-106 

Three-Point Goals—Denver 13-34 
(Barton 3-5, Harris 3-5, Murray 3-8, Lyles 

2- 3, Beasley 1-2, Chandler 1-5, Craig 0-2, 
Jokic 0-4), Sacramento 9-25 (Hield 4-9, 
Richardson 2-4, Carter 2-7, Bogdanovic 
1-1, Labissiere 0-1, Temple 0-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Denver 46 (Lyles 
9), Sacramento 39 (Carter 8). Assists— 
Denver 20 (Jokic 10), Sacramento 21 (Fox 
7). Total Fouls—Denver 17, Sacramento 

22. Technicals—Denver coach Nuggets 
(Defensive three second), Denver coach 
Michael Malone. A-17,583 (17,608). 


T-wolves 116, Pelicans 98 Pistons 108, Rockets 101 


NEW ORLEANS - Moore 3-9 2-2 8, Da¬ 
vis 5-12 6-6 16, Cousins 6-11 9-10 23, Ron¬ 
do 5-11 0-0 10, Holiday 6-13 1-2 13, Miller 

3-9 0-0 9, Cunningham 1-1 2-2 4, Diallo 2- 
3 5-5 9, Nelson 1-5 0-0 2, Clark 1-4 1-1 4. 
Totals 33-78 26-28 98. 

MINNESOTA - Wiggins 9-22 1-1 20, 
Gibson 5-9 5-6 15, Towns 7-11 4-4 21, 
T.Jones 4-9 2-2 10, Butler 7-15 5-6 21, 
Georges-Hunt 1-2 0-0 2, Bj'elica 1-1 0-0 2, 
Dieng 6-9 0-0 14, Aldrich 1-1 0-0 2, Brooks 

2-6 0-0 5, Crawford 1-5 2-2 4. Totals 44-90 
19-21 116. 

New Orleans 24 24 23 27- 98 

Minnesota 36 33 29 18-116 

Three-Point Goals—New Orleans 6-29 
(Miller 3-8, Cousins 2-5, Clark 1-3, Da¬ 
vis 0-1, Nelson 0-2, Moore 0-4, Holiday 
0-6), Minnesota 9-18 (Towns 3-3, Dieng 
2-2, Butler 2-2, Brooks 1-2, Wiggins 1-4, 
Crawford 0-1, Gibson 0-1, T.Jones 0-3). 
Fouled Out—Holiday. Rebounds—New 
Orleans 38 (Cousins 15), Minnesota 47 
(Towns 16). Assists—New Orleans 20 
(Cousins 5), Minnesota 26 (Butler 8). 
Total Fouls-New Orleans 19, Minnesota 
20. Technicals—Minnesota coach Tom 
Thibodeau. A-18,978 (19,356). 


Bucks 110, Wizards 103 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 5-14 8-8 20, 
Antetokounmpo 12-17 9-10 34, Henson 
5-8 1-2 11, Bledsoe 6-11 7-8 21, Brogdon 
5-14 0-0 10, Snell 4-9 0-0 10, Maker 2-5 0-2 
4, Dellavedova 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 39-80 25- 
30 no. 

WASHINGTON - Oubre Jr. 3-6 6-6 14, 
Morris 6-9 2-3 14, Gortat 7-10 3-6 17, Wall 
5-19 5-6 16, Beal 7-19 5-7 20, Scott 3-5 0-0 
7, Mahinmi 3-4 0-1 6, Satoransky 1-3 0- 
0 3, Meeks 2-3 0-0 6. Totals 37-78 21-29 
103. 

Milwaukee 24 29 29 28-110 

Washington 32 21 32 18-103 

Three-Point Goals—Milwaukee 7-22 
(Bledsoe 2-2, Middleton 2-6, Snell 2-7, 
Antetokounmpo 1-1, Maker 0-1, Dellave¬ 
dova 0-1, Brogdon 0-4), Washington 8-21 
(Meeks 2-3, Oubre Jr. 2-5, Wall 1-2, Sa¬ 
toransky 1-2, Scott 1-2, Beal 1-7). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Milwaukee 45 
(Antetokounmpo 12), Washington 34 
(Morris 10). Assists—Milwaukee 20 (An¬ 
tetokounmpo 7), Washington 25 (Wall 
16). Total Fouls-Milwaukee 26, Wash¬ 
ington 22. Technicals—Henson. Eject- 
ed-Dellavedova. A-18,762 (20,356). 


HOUSTON - Ariza 5-15 3-3 15, Ander¬ 
son 2-9 0-0 5, Capela 7-15 0-0 14, Gordon 

6- 13 0-0 15, Paul 5-10 3-3 16, Green 5-14 
1-1 15, Tucker 1-5 0-0 3, Black 6-6 1-2 13, 
Weber 1-3 2-2 5. Totals 38-90 10-11 101. 

DETROIT - Bullock 5-6 1-2 14, Harris 
8-15 8-11 27, Moreland 3-5 2-2 8, Smith 

7- 12 3-4 17, Bradley 5-15 0-0 12, Tolliver 

1- 3 2-2 4, Marjanovic 4-8 2-4 10, Buyeks 
5-9 2-2 16, Kennard 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 38-75 
20-27 108. 

Houston 37 21 19 24-101 

Detroit 31 26 31 20-108 

Three-Point Goals—Houston 15-47 
(Green 4-12, Gordon 3-7, Paul 3-8, Ariza 

2- 9, Weber 1-1, Tucker 1-4, Anderson 

1- 6), Detroit 12-25 (Buyeks 4-5, Bullock 

3- 4, Harris 3-6, Bradley 2-7, Kennard 0- 

1, Tolliver 0-1, Smith 0-1). Fouled Out- 
None. Rebounds—Houston 42 (Capela 
11), Detroit 35 (Moreland, Harris 8). As- 
sists-Houston 29 (Paul 13), Detroit 21 
(Moreland, Smith 4). Total Fouls—Hous¬ 
ton 20, Detroit 15. Technicals—Gordon, 
Detroit coach Stan Van Gundy. A—18,046 
( 21 , 000 ). 

Pacers 125, Bulls 86 

CHICAGO - Valentine 5-10 0-0 13, 
Markkanen 4-9 2-2 13, Lopez 4-5 2-2 10, 
Dunn 4-10 0-0 8, Holiday 2-14 1-1 6, Zips- 
er 2-4 0-0 4, Portis 4-7 6-7 15, Mirotic 2-4 

2- 2 8, Grant 0-11 2-4 2, Pondexter 1-3 0-0 

2, Nwaba 2-3 1-2 5. Totals 30-80 16-20 86. 
INDIANA - Wilkins 3-8 2-2 11, T.Young 

3- 8 0-0 6, Turner 5-10 2-2 13, Collison 4-8 
2-2 13, Oladipo 9-11 3-4 23, Leaf 6-6 0-0 
15, Poythress 0-1 0-0 0, Sabonis 9-12 3-6 
22, J.Young 4-6 2-2 11, Joseph 3-8 0-0 7, 
Stephenson 2-8 0-0 4. Totals 48-86 14-18 
125. 

Chicago 26 11 30 19- 86 

Indiana 31 33 37 24-125 

Three-Point Goals—Chicago 10-32 
(Valentine 3-4, Markkanen 3-6, Mirotic 
2-3, Portis 1-2, Holiday 1-9, Zipser 0-1, 
Nwaba 0-1, Dunn 0-2, Grant 0-4), Indiana 
15-31 (Leaf 3-3, Collison 3-5, Wilkins 3- 
6, Oladipo 2-3, Joseph 1-2, Sabonis 1-2, 
J.Young 1-3, Turner 1-3, Poythress 0-1, 
Stephenson 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Chicago 35 (Markkanen, Valen¬ 
tine 5), Indiana 49 (Joseph 10). Assists— 
Chicago 15 (Dunn 8), Indiana 24 (Oladipo 
9). Total Fouls—Chicago 15, Indiana 19. 
Technicals—Chicago coach Jim Boylen, 
Lopez. A-17,923 (18,500). 


Cavaliers 131, Magic 127 

CLEVELAND - James 12-23 5-7 33, 
Crowder 1-7 0-0 2, Love 8-17 5-5 27, 
Thomas 7-13 3-5 19, Smith 2-4 4-4 10, Os¬ 
man 3-6 0-0 6, Green 2-5 2-2 6, Thompson 

4-6 1-3 9, Korver 1-4 0-0 3, Wade 7-9 2-5 
16. Totals 47-94 22-31 131. 

ORLANDO - Hezonja 7-14 0-1 16, 
Gordon 13-26 3-6 30, Biyombo 2-6 4-4 8, 
Payton 8-13 3-4 20, Fournier 5-14 4-5 18, 
Iwundu 6-7 0-0 12, Speights 3-6 0-0 8, 
Mack 0-1 0-0 0, Augustin 3-7 1-2 9, Afflalo 
2-4 0-0 6. Totals 49-98 15-22 127. 

Cleveland 31 36 40 24-131 

Orlando 30 34 23 40-127 

Three-Point Goals—Cleveland 15-34 
(Love 6-12, James 4-7, Smith 2-2, Thomas 
2-4, Korver 1-3, Osman 0-1, Green 0-1, 
Crowder 0-4), Orlando 14-37 (Fournier 

4-8, Afflalo 2-2, Speights 2-4, Augustin 
2-5, Hezonja 2-7, Payton 1-2, Gordon 1- 
8, Mack 0-1). Fouled Out—Gordon. Re¬ 
bounds—Cleveland 45 (James 10), Orlan¬ 
do 46 (Biyombo 11). Assists—Cleveland 
25 (James 9), Orlando 29 (Augustin 7). 
Total Fouls—Cleveland 26, Orlando 28. 
Technicals—Thomas, Payton. A—18,997 
(18,846). 


Warriors 121, Clippers 105 

GOLDEN STATE - Iguodala 0-2 2-2 2, 
Green 4-11 0-3 9, Pachulia 2-6 0-0 4, Cur¬ 
ry 11-21 15-16 45, Thompson 4-16 0-0 10, 
Young 4-11 1-1 11, Casspi 2-6 4-4 8, Loo¬ 
ney 1-1 2-2 4, West 4-5 2-2 10, Bell 1-3 1-2 
3, McGee 4-5 3-5 11, Livingston 2-3 0-0 4, 
McCaw 0-4 0-0 0. Totals 39-94 30-37 121. 

L.A.CLIPPERS- Dekker4-11 l-19,Grif- 
fin 1-2 3-4 5, Jordan 5-8 5-7 15, Evans 5-16 
2-3 12, C.Williams 3-7 0-0 6, W.Johnson 0- 
1 0-0 0, Harrell 4-9 1-1 9, Reed 4-6 1-2 9, 
Thornwell 2-5 0-1 4, L.Williams 7-14 7-7 
23, Wallace 4-12 4-4 13. Totals 39-91 24- 
30 105. 

Golden State 31 33 39 18-121 

L.A. Clippers 28 27 21 29-105 

Three-Point Goals—Golden State 13- 
39 (Curry 8-16, Young 2-8, Thompson 
2-8, Green 1-2, Bell 0-1, Casspi 0-1, Mc¬ 
Caw 0-3), L.A. Clippers 3-11 (L.Williams 
2-4, Wallace 1-1, Thornwell 0-1, Griffin 
0-1, Dekker 0-1, C.Williams 0-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Golden State 
56 (Green 12), L.A. Clippers 45 (Jordan 
11). Assists—Golden State 31 (Iguodala, 
Green 7), L.A. Clippers 19 (Evans 7). Total 
Fouls—Golden State 25, L.A. Clippers 25. 
Technicals-Green. A-19,068 (19,060). 



Timberwolves center Karl-Anthony Towns, left, attempts to drive 
against New Orieans Pelicans center DeMarcus Cousins during the 
fourth quarter of Saturday’s game in Minneapoiis. Towns scored 21 
points and grabbed 16 rebounds in the Timberwolves’ 116-98 win. 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Boston 

Toronto 

Detroit 

Florida 

Montreal 

Ottawa 

Buffalo 


Atlantic Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

41 29 93 61 150 101 

39 23 10 6 52 126 96 

16 2 52 141 124 

7 41 no 122 

5 39 111 130 

4 38 103 127 

9 37 111 138 

29 91 139 


40 17 16 

40 17 -- 

41 17 


Metropoiitan Division 

ton 41 25 13 3 " 


40 22 11 

I.Y. Rangers 41 22 14 5 49 127 115 

42 23 16 3 49 115 117 

41 19 14 8 46 115 126 

43 21 19 3 45 120 133 


Columbus 
Carolina 
Pittsburgh 
Philadelphia 41 18 15 


Y. Islanders 42 20 18 


Western Conference 


Winnipeg 

Nashville 

St. Louis 

Dallas 

Colorado 

Minnesota 

Chicago 

Los Angeles 

San Jose 

Anaheim 

Calgary 

Edmonton 

Vancouver 

Arizona 


Centrai Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

42 24 11 7 55 140 116 

41 24 11 6 54 129 113 

44 26 16 2 54 127 111 

43 24 16 3 51 132 118 

41 22 16 3 47 135 124 

42 22 17 3 47 123 123 


21 12 
43 19 15 

41 21 16 


48 109 102 
47 117 120 
46 115 119 


42 18 21 3 39 117 137 


41 16 19 6 38 108 135 

_ 43 10 27 6 26 98 150 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Friday’s games 
Pittsburgh 4, N.Y. Islanders 0 
Detroit 4, Florida 2 
Ottawa 6, San Jose 5, OT 
Winnipeg 4, Buffalo 3 
Vegas 5, Chicago 4 

Saturday’s games 
Philadelphia 6, St. Louis 3 
Dallas 5, Edmonton 1 
Boston 7, Carolina 1 
Ottawa 6, Tampa Bay 3 
Toronto 3, Vancouver 2, SO 
N.Y. Rangers 2, Arizona 1, SO 
Colorado 7, Minnesota 2 
Calgary 3, Anaheim 2 
Nashville 4, Los Angeles 3 
Sunday’s games 
Buffalo at Philadelphia 
New Jersey at N.Y. Islanders 
San Jose at Winnipeg 
Edmonton at Chicago 
St. Louis at Washington 
Florida at Columbus 
Tampa Bay at Detroit 
Vancouver at Montreal 
Boston at Pittsburgh 
N.Y. Rangers at Vegas 

Monday’s games 
Columbus at Toronto 

Tuesday’s games 
Winnipeg at Buffalo 
Vancouver at Washington 
Chicago at Ottawa 
Carolina at Tampa Bay 
Edmonton at Nashville 
Calgary at Minnesota 
Florida at St. Louis 


Saturday 
Flyers 6, Blues 3 

St. Louis 0 1 2-3 

Philadelphia 2 2 2-6 

First Period—1, Philadelphia, Laugh¬ 
ton 7, 2:15. 2, Philadelphia, Giroux 14 
(Provorov), 6:42. 

Second Period—3, Philadelphia, Weal 
5 (Voracek), 8:32. 4, Philadelphia, Cou¬ 
turier 20 (Konecny, Giroux), 11:45. 5, St. 
Louis, Barbashev 1 (Stastny, Tarasenko), 
14:56. 

Third Period—6 , St. Louis, Stastny 9 
(Barbashev, Tarasenko), 0:12. 7, Phila¬ 
delphia, Simmonds 14 (Giroux, Gostisbe- 
here), 11:18 (pp). 8, St. Louis, Parayko 4 
(Edmundson, Steen), 15:29. 9, Philadel¬ 
phia, Couturier 21 (MacDonald), 19:45. 

Shots on Goal-St. Louis 7-9-15-31. 
Philadelphia 16-13-10-39. 

Power-play opportunities—St. Louis 0 
of 1; Philadelphia 1 of 4. 

Goalies-St. Louis, Allen 18-13-2 (38 
shots-33 saves). Philadelphia, Elliott 16- 
10-7 (31-28). 

A-19,665 (19,543). T-2:27. 


Bruins 7, Hurricanes 1 

Carolina 1 0 0-1 

Boston 5 2 0-7 

First Period—1, Boston, Bergeron 13 
(Marchand), 3:14 (sh). 2, Boston, Nash 5 
(Miller, Backes), 5:43. 3, Carolina, Staal 
11 (Teravainen, Hanifin), 7:09 (pp). 4, Bos¬ 
ton, Pastrnak 16 (Bergeron, Heinen), 9:04 
(pp). 5, Boston, DeBrusk 9 (Spooner, Kre- 
jci), 10:22.6, Boston, Bergeron 14 (March¬ 
and), 14:34. 

Second Period—7, Boston, Bergeron 
15 (Pastrnak, Marchand), 5:36. 8, Bos¬ 
ton, Bergeron 16 (Marchand, Pastrnak), 
10:45. 

Shots on Goal—Carolina 12-8-8—28. 
Boston 8-13-9-30. 

Power-play opportunities—Carolina 1 
of 3; Boston 1 of 2. 

Goalies—Carolina, Ward 11-3-2 (2 

Shots-0 saves). Darling 8-11-6 (28-23). 
Boston, Khudobin 9-2-3 (28-27). 

A-17,565 (17,565). T-2:25. 


Senators 6, Lightning 3 

Tampa Bay 0 3 0-3 

Ottawa 3 0 3-6 

First Period—1, Ottawa, Dzingel 12 
(Stone), 4:48. 2, Ottawa, Duchene 10 
(Ryan), 5:51. 3, Ottawa, Smith 3 (Karls- 
son, Oduya), 17:04. 

Second Period—4, Tampa Bay, hied man 
5,0:26.5, Tampa Bay, Koekkoek4 (Killorn, 
Kucherov), 1:41. 6, Tampa Bay, Gourde 12 
(Sergachev, Johnson), 15:57 (pp). 

Third Period—7, Ottawa, Stone 17 
(Brassard, Chabot), 10:44. 8, Ottawa, 
Pageau 6 (Karlsson), 14:57.9, Ottawa, Dz¬ 
ingel 13 (Karlsson, Stone), 17:08. 

Shots on Goal—Tampa Bay 13-20-15— 
48. Ottawa 12-10-11-33. 

Power-play opportunities—Tampa 
Bay 1 of 5; Ottawa 0 of 3. 

Goalies—Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 26-6- 
2 (33 shots-27 saves). Ottawa, Anderson 
11-12-5 (48-45). 

A-16,247 (18,572). T-2:44. 


Avaianche 7, Wiid 2 

Minnesota 1 1 0-2 

Colorado 2 2 3-7 

First Period—1, Colorado, Bourque 1 
(lost, Wilson), 7:38. 2, Colorado, Nemeth 
3 (Rantanen, MacKinnon), 18:16. 3, Min¬ 
nesota, Staal 18 (Zucker, Brodin), 19:27. 

Second Period—4, Colorado, Soder- 
berg 8 (Kerfoot), 8:03 (pp). 5, Colorado, 
Rantanen 15 (MacKinnon, Landeskog), 
16:19. 6, Minnesota, Staal 19 (Zucker, 
Suter), 19:22 (pp). 

Third Period—7, Colorado, Soderberg 
9 (Yakupov, Kerfoot), 5:13 (pp). 8, Colo¬ 
rado, MacKinnon 18 (Rantanen, Girard), 
7:17 (pp). 9, Colorado, lost 3 (Wilson, 
Bourque), 17:46. 

Shots on Goal—Minnesota 9-16-11— 
36. Colorado 11-13-14-38. 

Power-play opportunities—M i n nesota 
1 of 4; Colorado 3 of 4. 

Goalies—Minnesota, Stalock 7-8-1 (6 
shots-5 saves), Dubnyk 15-9-2 (32-26). 
Colorado, Bernier 9-7-1 (36-34). 

A-18,046 (18,007). T-2:37. 


Stars 5, Oilers 1 

Edmonton 0 0 1-1 

Dallas 3 1 1-5 

First Period—1, Dallas, Radulov 16 
(Klingberg, Seguin), 10:21.2, Dallas, Benn 
17 (Radulov), 12:54. 3, Dallas, Seguin 21 
(Radulov, Klingberg), 16:32. 

Second Period—4, Dallas, Janmark 10, 


Third Period—5, Edmonton, DraisaitI 
11 (Nugent-Fiopkins, McDavid), 2:04 (pp). 
6, Dallas, Klingberg 6 (Seguin, Janmark), 
10:04. 

Shots on Goal—Edmonton 14-16-8—38. 
Dallas 11-9-13-33. 

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 
1 of 3; Dallas Oof 2. 

Goalies—Edmonton, Montoya 2-1-0 
(14 shots-13 saves), Talbot 15-14-2 (19- 
15). Dallas, Bishop 19-11-2 (38-37). 

A-18,532 (18,532). T-2:27. 


Rangers 2 , Coyotes 1 (SO) 

N.Y. Rangers 0 10 0-2 

Arizona 1 0 0 0-1 

N.Y. Rangers won shootout 1-0 
First Period—1, Arizona, Duclair 9 
(Dvorak, Stepan), 10:50 (pp). 

Second Period—2, N.Y. Rangers, Vesey 
9, 5:11. 

Shootout—N.Y. Rangers 1 (Zibanejad 
G, Buchnevich NG), Arizona 0 (Duclair 
NG, Keller NG, Stepan NG). 

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Rangers 6-8-11— 
25. Arizona 11-13-12-3-39. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 0 of 1; Arizona 1 of 2. 

Goalies—N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 19- 
10-4 (39 shots-38 saves). Arizona, Raanta 
6-11-3 (25-24). 

A-13,420 (17,125). T-2:31. 

Maple Leafs 3, Canucks 2 (SO) 

Vancouver 011 0-2 

Toronto 0 0 2 0-3 

Toronto won shootout 2-1 
Second Period—1, Vancouver, Boeser 
22 (Vanek), 2:59. 

Third Period—2, Vancouver, Gagner 7 
(H.Sedin, D.Sedin), 6:34 (pp). 3, Toronto, 
Matthews 19 (Hyman, Nylander), 8:23. 4, 
Toronto, Bozak8 (Rielly, Dermott), 12:37. 

Shootout—Vancouver 1 (Gagner G, Bo¬ 
eser NG, Vanek NG), Toronto 2 (Matthews 
G, Marner NG, Bozak G). 

Shots on Goal—Vancouver 10-11-13- 
2-36. Toronto 9-15-7-5-36. 

Power-play opportunities—Vancouver 
1 of 3; Toronto 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Vancouver, Markstrom 10- 
13-5 (36 shots-34 saves). Toronto, Ander¬ 
sen 22-12-1 (36-34). 

A-19,361 (18,819). T-2:58. 


Flames 3, Ducks 2 

Anaheim 0 0 2-2 

Caigary 2 0 1-3 

First Period—1, Calgary, Ferland 17 

(Gaudreau), 7:51. 2, Calgary, Giordano 8 

(Tkachuk, Backlund), 8:35. 

Third Period—3, Anaheim, Silfverberg 
11, 2:56 (sh). 4, Anaheim, Getzlaf 4 (Man- 
son, Lindholm), 6:50.5, Calgary, Hamilton 
5 (Monahan, Ferland), 19:44. 

Shots on Goal—Anaheim 8-11-10—29. 
Calgary 17-7-7-31. 

Power-play opportunities—Anaheim 0 
of 3; Calgary 0 of 4. 

Goalies-Anaheim, Gibson 13-13-5 (31 
shots-28 saves). Calgary, Smith 17-13-3 
(29-27). 

A-19,258 (19,289). T-2:33. 


Predators 4, Kings 3 

Nashville 1 2 1-4 

Los Angeles 0 1 2-3 

First Period—1, Nashville, Josi 8 (Sub¬ 
ban, Turris), 15:08 (pp). 

Second Period—2, Los Angeles, Kempe 
13, 6:43. 3, Nashville, Hartnell 6 (Emelin, 
Johansen), 11:53. 4, Nashville, Watson 4 
(Subban, Salomaki), 16:49. 

Third Period—5, Los Angeles, Lewis 10 
(lafallo. Shore), 3:56.6, Nashville, Watson 
5 (Jarnkrok, Ellis), 5:05. 7, Los Angeles, 
Toffoli 18 (Pearson, Kopitar), 8:24 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-Nashville 9-6-5-20. 
Los Angeles 7-11-11—29. 

Power-play opportunities—Nashvllle 
1 of 5; Los Angeles 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Nashville, Rinne 20-8-3 (29 
shots-26 saves). Los Angeles, Quick 19- 
13-2 (20-16). 

A-18,230 (18,230). T-2:38. 



Rick Scuteri/AP 


New \brk’s Henrik Lundqvist 
stopped 37 shots through 
overtime and all three he faced 
in the shootout on Saturday in 
the Rangers' 2-1 win over the 
Coyotes in Glendaie, Ariz. 



Bruins center Patrice Bergeron looks to clear the puck from behind 
the net as Carolina Hurricanes right wing Sebastian Aho (20) lunges 
to deflect it on Saturday in Boston. Bergeron had four goais and an 
assist, surpassing 700 points for his career in the Bruins’ 7-1 win. 

Roundup 

Bergeron scores 4 
goals in Bruins' win 


Associated Press 

BOSTON — Patrice Bergeron 
had four goals and an assist, sur¬ 
passing 700 points for his career 
while leading the Boston Bruins 
to a 7-1 rout of the Carolina Hur¬ 
ricanes on Saturday night. 

Brad Marchand assisted on all 
of Bergeron’s goals and David 
Pastrnak had a goal and two as¬ 
sists for the Bruins, who scored 
on their first two shots and led 5-1 
after the first period. Boston also 
got goals from Riley Nash and 
Jake DeBrusk while improving to 
8-0-2 in its last 10 games. 

Anton Khudobin had 27 saves 
for the Bruins. 

Jordan Staal scored a power- 
play goal for Carolina in the first 
period and Scott Darling stopped 
23 of 28 shots in relief of Cam 
Ward, who was pulled after al¬ 
lowing two goals on two shots. 

Senators 6, Lightning 3: Ryan 
Dzingel scored twice and Mark 
Stone had a goal and two assists 
to help host Ottawa beat league¬ 
leading Tampa Bay. 

Matt Duchene, Zack Smith and 
Jean-Gabriel Pageau also scored 
for the Senators, who have won 
consecutive games for the first 
time since Dec. 13-16. Craig An¬ 
derson stopped 45 shots. 

Maple Leafs 3, Canucks 2 
(SO): Auston Matthews and Tyler 


Bozak scored in the third period 
and again in the shootout, and To¬ 
ronto beat visiting Vancouver. 

Rangers 2, Coyotes 1 (SO): 
Henrik Lunclqvist stopped 37 
shots through overtime and all 
three he faced in the shootout, 
Mika Zibanejad scored in the 
tiebreaker and New York beat 
Arizona. 

Predators 4, Kings 3: Austin 
Watson scored two goals, P.K. 
Subban added two assists and 
Nashville sent Los Angeles to its 
first regulation loss at home since 
mid-November. 

Stars 5, Oilers 1: Linemates 
Alexander Radulov, Jamie Benn 
and Tyler Seguin scored first- 
period goals within a span of 6 V 2 
minutes, leading Dallas over vis¬ 
iting Edmonton. 

Avalanche 7, Wild 2: At Den¬ 
ver, Carl Soderberg had two 
power-play goals, Nathan MacK¬ 
innon also scored with the man- 
advantage and added two assists, 
and Colorado beat Minnesota. 

Flyers 6, Blues 3: Sean Coutu¬ 
rier scored two goals, Claude Gi¬ 
roux had a goal and two assists, 
and the Flyers spoiled Brayden 
Schenn’s return to Philadelphia 
with a victory over St. Louis. 

Flames 3, Ducks 2: Dougie 
Hamilton scored with 16 sec¬ 
onds left to lift host Calgary over 
Anaheim. 
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HIGH SCHOOL/COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE WEEKEND 


Roundup 


Freshman hits 
clutch FTs for 
Falcons girls 


YONGSAN GARRISON, South Korea 

I t’s to be expected that a freshman 
basketball player might be a tad 
nervous stepping the foul line with 
a game on the line. 

But Seoul American’s MacKenzie 
Barden was up to the task, sinking two 
free throws with just .8 seconds left, 
giving her Falcons a 39-38 squeaker of 
a victory over Osan. 

It kept the defending league cham¬ 
pion Falcons unbeaten at 
5-0. And both player and 
coach breathed sighs of 
relief in the aftermath. 

“Tough one today," 
first-year Falcons coach Eddie Rozzi 
said. Fie had inserted Barden into the 
lineup to put “fresh legs” on the court 
for Seoul American as it pressed the 
Cougars to try to keep it close “and she 
pulled it out for us." 

“I was very nervous," Barden said 
of shooting the game-deciding free 
throws. “When they went in, I was 
really excited because I knew we had 
won the game." 

Maria Bruch led the Falcons with 13 
points. She also had six rebounds and 
eight steals. Christina Floff led the Cou¬ 
gars (3-4) with 13 points. 

The win kept the Falcons a game 
ahead of Seoul Foreign (3-0) and IV 2 
ahead of Yongsan International School 
of Seoul (3-1). Seoul American plays 
both teams later this week. 

Osan: The Cougars boys had a 
much easier time of it, 
routing the Falcons 70- 
28 — a far cry from the 
teams’ first encounter on 
Nov. 30 at Osan, where 
the Cougars survived 57-55 in Seoul 
American’s season opener. Joey Betts 
led Osan with 18 points. 

Humphreys: Quintin Metcalf seemed 
no worse for wear after 
suffering a cut over his eye 
in the Blackhawks’ last 
game before the break. 

Fie averaged 24.5 points 
and 13 boards as Flumphreys won its 
first two games back, 80-34 over Seoul 
and 70-25 at Taejon Christian. 

Daegu: The Warriors brought only 
I four wrestlers to Satur¬ 
day’s four-way dual-meet 
competition at Flum¬ 
phreys, but they all did 
well. Jacob Berry, Gavin 
Jackson, Flunter Lane and Tim Jones 
combined for six on-mat wins in three 
duals, including the Warriors’ 15-8 win 
over Osan. 

Edgren: Aaliyah Scott led three on Jan. 23. 
I players in double figures 
and the Eagles achieved 
measure of revenge 
I for losses in last year’s 
DODEA Japan and Far 
East finals, beating Yokota 51-39 at 
home on Saturday. 


S i 
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Yokota: Second halves were a boon 
to the boys basketball 
team. The Panthers out- 
scored the Eagles 45- 
22 on Friday en route 
to an 84-54 win behind 
Kishaun Kimble-Brooks’ 36 points, then 
on Saturday they outscored Edgren 34- 
15 on the way to a 73-42 romp. 

Zama: The Trojans basketball teams 
swept their weekend 
games at Perry. Jessica 
Atkinson averaged nine 
rebounds for the girls, 
while Jaleen Carroll aver¬ 
aged 19 points and Jeremiah Stewart 
14.5 for the boys. 

Perry: Marshall China won the 
heavyweight class and 
five other Samurai wres¬ 
tlers took second place 
as Perry placed second at 
the Yokota Invitational. 

E.J. King: Despite Dyson Robinson 
scoring 20 points in each 
game, the Cobras suf¬ 
fered their first losses to 
a team other than Yokota 
since the 2016 Far East 
Tournament. Kinnick edged King 64- 
62 on Friday and routed the Cobras 
96-63 on Saturday. 

Kinnick: Red Devils boys and girls 
basketball teams swept 
their weekend series at 
E.J. King, winning twice 
each, while the wrestling 
team ran away with the 
title at the Yokota Invitational, captur¬ 
ing nine weight classes and amassing 
126 points. 

Kubasaki: Elonzo Fligginson III 
had 28 points, eight re¬ 
bounds and seven assists 
and Ilijah Washington 17 
points and 12 boards as 
the Dragons boys beat 
Maehara 68-54 to capture their fourth 
Okinawa-American Friendship Tourna¬ 
ment title. 

Kadena: Atiria Simms scored 24 
points to lead three play¬ 
ers in double figures as 
the Panthers downed 
Kitanakagusuku 62-53 
in the Friendship Tourna¬ 
ment third-place game. Kadena’s boys 
finished fourth, losing 47-45 to Oroku. 

Guam High: Third-quarter sports 
begin on Guam next 
weekend, with softball 
visiting John F. Kennedy 
on Saturday. The boys 
basketball season opens 
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Wolfpack topple another 
No. 2 with upset of Duke 



Gerry Broome/AP 


NC State's Allerik Freeman reacts following a basket in the 
Wolfpack’s upset of No. 2 Duke on Saturday. 


Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Omer 
Yurtseven had 16 points while 
Torin Dorn hit two huge three- 
pointers in the final 2 minutes to 
help North Carolina State upset 
No. 2 Duke 96-85 on Saturday 
night. 

It was the second win against 
a No. 2-ranked team this season 
for N.C. State (11-5, 1-2 Atlantic 
Coast Conference), which upset 
Arizona in November. 

The Wolfpack shot 55 percent 
after halftime, though the two 
biggest shots came from Dorn. 

He first hit a three from the 
comer over an oncoming Marvin 
Bagley III with 2:02 left and N.C. 
State protecting a four-point lead. 
Then Dorn hit one to beat the shot 
clock on an inbounds pass while 
being fouled by Javin DeLaurier, 
a four-point play that pushed the 
Wolfpack to a 91-80 lead with 1:06 
left. 

“The first one definitely felt 
good leaving my hand,” Dorn 
said. “The four-point play, when 
it left, I got hit and it felt good, too. 
But I couldn’t see it go in because 
I fell.” 

Bagley finished with 31 points 
and 10 rebounds for the Blue 
Devils (13-2,1-2). 

No. 3 Villanova 100, Mar¬ 
quette 90: Jalen Brunson had 27 
points and eight assists and host 
Villanova bounced back from its 
first loss of the season. 

Eric Paschall added 19 points 
and Mikal Bridges had 18 points 
and seven rebounds for the Wild¬ 
cats (14-1, 2-1 Big East). 

Providence 81, No. 5 Xavi¬ 
er 72: Kyron Cartwright had 
19 points, nine assists and four 
steals to help host Providence 
snap Xavier’s 10-game winning 
streak and ending the best start 
in school history. 

Kerem Ranter had 24 points 
and 12 rebounds — eight on the 
offensive boards — in 20 minutes 
for Xavier (15-2,3-1). 

No. 6 West Virginia 89, No. 
7 Oklahoma 76: Teddy Allen 
scored 20 points off the bench 
and Sagaba Konate had 14 of his 
16 points in the second half for 
the host Mountaineers. 

Lament West and Jevon Carter 
added 17 points apiece for West 
Virginia (14-1, 3-0 Big 12). 

Oklahoma freshman Trae 
Young, the nation’s scoring and 
assists leader, finished with 29 
points on 8-for-22 shooting. Carter 
and his teammates spent much of 
the game double-teaming Young, 
whose streak of double-doubles 
ended at five games. 

No. 8 Virginia 61, No. 12 
North Carolina 49: Devon Hall 
scored 16 points and the host 
Cavaliers held the Tar Heels to 
their second-lowest point total of 
the season. 

Virginia (14-1, 3-0 Atlantic 
Coast Conference) won its sixth 
in a row and sent the Tar Heels 
to consecutive losses for the first 


time since February 2016. 

Joel Berry II led North Caro¬ 
lina (12-4,1-2) with 17 points. 

No. 10 Kansas 88, No. 16 
TCU: Devonte Graham scored 
28 points with eight straight free 
throws in the final 2:02 as visiting 
Kansas held on. 

LSU 69, No. 11 Texas A&M 68: 
Tremont Waters scored 21 points, 
including an off-balance three- 
pointer with 1 second remaining, 
to lift the visiting Tigers. 

No. 13 Purdue 74, Nebraska 
62: Vincent Edwards scored 21 
points and Isaac Haas added 14 
to lead the host Boilermakers to 
their 11th consecutive win. 

Colorado 80, No. 14 Arizona 
77: McKinley Wright IV scored 
16 points to lead five players in 
double figures as the host Buffa¬ 
loes ended Arizona’s nine-game 
winning streak. 

No. 23 Tennessee 76, No. 17 
Kentucky 65: Admiral Schofield 
had 20 points and nine rebounds 
and the host Vols rallied in the 
second half to end a two-game 
skid. 

No. 18 Texas Tech 74, Kansas 
State 58: Keenan Evans scored 


27 points and host Texas Tech 
backed up its big win at Kansas 
earlier in the week. 

No. 19 Gonzaga 85, Loyola 
Marymount 66: Johnathan Wil¬ 
liams scored 30 points and visit¬ 
ing Gonzaga opened the second 
half with a 17-0 run. 

No. 21 Seton Hall 90, Butler 
87: Khadeen Carrington scored 
29 points and Angel Delgado had 

28 points and 15 rebounds as vis¬ 
iting Seton Hall rallied from an 
11-point deficit to win its fifth 
straight game. 

Auburn 88, No. 22 ARkansas 

77: Mustapha Heron scored 17 
points and the host Tigers fended 
off a late comeback attempt to se¬ 
cure their 12th consecutive win. 

No. 25 Clemson 74, Louisville 
69 (OT): Marequise Reed scored 
24 points and Elijah Thomas had 
12 points, 10 rebounds and five 
blocks to lead host Clemson. 

Nevada 86, Air Force 75: 
Caleb Martin scored 23 points, 
Kendall Stephens added 21 on 
seven three-pointers and visiting 
Nevada pulled away over the last 
10 minutes to defeat Air Force. 
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NFL PLAYOFFS 


Scoreboard 


Playoffs 

Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 6 

Tennessee 22, Kansas City 21 
Atlanta 26, Los Angeles Rams 13 
Sunday, Jan. 7 
Buffalo at Jacksonville 
Carolina at New Orleans 

Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 13 
Atlanta at Philadelphia 
Tennessee or Buffalo at New England 
Sunday, Jan. 14 

Jacksonville or Tennessee at Pitts- 
New Orleans-Carolina winner at Min- 

Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 21 
Pro Bowi 
Sunday, Jan. 28 
At Oriando, Fia. 

AFC vs. NFC 

Super Bowi 
Sunday, Feb. 4 
At Minneapoiis, Minn. 

AFC champion vs. NFC champion 

Saturday 

Titans 22, Chiefs 21 

Tennessee 0 3 7 12—22 

Kansas City 14 7 0 0-21 

First Quarter 

KC-Hunt 1 run (Butker kick), 7:37. 
KC—Kelce 13 pass from A.Smith (But¬ 
ker kick), 2:15. 

Second Quarter 
Ten—FG Succop 49, 1:55. 

KC—Robinson 14 pass from A.Smith 
(Butker kick), :03. 

Third Quarter 

Ten—Mariota 6 pass from Mariota 
(Succop kick), 6:31. 

Fourth Quarter 

Ten—Flenry 35 run (pass failed), 14:08. 
Ten—Decker 22 pass from Mariota 
(pass failed), 6:06. 

A-73,319. 

Ten 

First downs 23 

Total Net Yards 397 

Rushes-yards 31-202 

Passing 195 

Punt Returns 3-18 

Kickoff Returns 3-55 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 19-31-1 

Sacked-Yards Lost 2-10 

Punts 3-43.7 

Fumbles-Lost 2-1 

Penalties-Yards 8-50 

Time of Possession 32:28 

iNDIViDUAL STATiSTiCS 
RUSHiNG-Tennessee, Henry 23-156, 
Mariota 8-46. Kansas City, Hunt 11-42, 
Hill 1-14, A.Smith 4-13. 

PASSING—Tennessee, Mariota 19-31- 
1-205. Kansas City, A.Smith 24-33-0-264. 

RECEiVING-Tennessee, Walker 6- 
74, Davis 4-35, Henry 2-35, Decker 2-21, 
J.Smith 2-15, Matthews 1-15, Mariota 1-6, 
Taylor 1-4. Kansas City, Hill 7-87, Kelce 4- 
66, Robinson 4-57, Hunt 3-5, A.Wilson 2- 
26, Harris 2-22, West 2-1. 

MiSSED FIELD GOALS-Kansas City, 
Butker 48. 

Falcons 26, Rams 13 

Atlanta 6 7 6 7-26 

L.A. Rams 0 10 0 3-13 

First Quarter 

Atl-FG Bryant 29,7:13. 

Atl-FG Bryant 51, 1:23. 

Second Quarter 

Atl —Freeman 3 run (Bryant kick), 
11:34. 

La—Kupp 14 pass from Goff (Ficken 
kick), 2:34. 

La-FG Ficken 35, :03. 

Third Quarter 
Atl-FG Bryant 25, 6:45. 

Atl-FG Bryant 54, :19. 

Fourth Quarter 
La-FG Ficken 32, 10:49. 

Atl—J.Jones 8 pass from Ryan (Bryant 
kick), 5:48. 

A-74,300. 

Ati 

First downs 20 

Total Net Yards 322 

Rushes-yards 39-124 

Passing 198 

Punt Returns 1-4 

Kickoff Returns 3-32 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 21-30-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 3-20 

Punts 5-51.6 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 

Penalties-Yards 4-51 

Time of Possession 37:35 

iNDIViDUAL STATiSTiCS 
RUSHiNG-Atianta, Freeman 18-66, 
T.Coleman 14-40, J.Jones 1-13, Ryan 6-5. 
Los Angeies, Gurley 14-101, M.Brown 2- 
14. 

PASSING-Atlanta, Ryan 21-30-0-218. 
Los Angeies, Goff 24-45-0-259. 

RECEiVING-Atianta, J.Jones 9-94, 
Sanu 4-75, T.Coleman 3-28, Hooper 3-15, 
Freeman 1-3, Hardy 1-3. Los Angeies, 
Woods 9-142, Kupp 8-69, Gurley 4-10, 
Watkins 1-23, Higbee 1-11, Everett 1-4. 
MiSSED FIELD GOALS-None. 


24-45-0 

3-13 

5-43.6 


Titans stun Chiefs in second haif 



Charlie Riedel/AP 


Titans running back Derrick Henry runs past the Chiefs' Ron Parker 
for a 35-yard touchdown during the second half Saturday. 


By Dave Skretta 
Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Marcus 
Mariota did everything he could 
to help the Titans advance in the 
playoffs, throwing a crazy touch¬ 
down pass to himself, running for 
crucial first downs and providing 
the kind of spark that Tennessee 
needed to rally from a 21-3 half¬ 
time hole. 

Heck, he even threw a crucial 
block on the run that clinched the 
game. 

It all added up to a heart-stop- 
ping 22-21 victory over the Kan¬ 
sas City Chiefs on Saturday, the 
first postseason win for the Titans 
in 14 years and one that will pro¬ 
vide some relief — for the week, 
at least — for embattled coach 
Mike Mularkey and his remark¬ 
able bunch of underdogs. 

“Special,” said Mariota, whose 
205 yards passing inclucled the 
go-ahead 22-yard strike to Eric 
Decker with six minutes left. “I’m 
part of a great team. I’m part of a 
group of guys that really believe 
in each other. And it’s something 
special.” 

Now, the Titans will find out 
Sunday whether they’re headed to 
New England or Pittsburgh next. 

Derrick Henry added a career- 
high 156 yards rushing and an¬ 
other score for Tennessee (10-7), 
while a defense fileted by Alex 
Smith and the Chiefs (10-7) in the 
first half pitched a shutout in the 
second half — dooming the Kan¬ 
sas City franchise to another hu¬ 
miliating postseason defeat. 

The Chiefs haven’t won a home 
playoff game since January 1994. 


“I’m in shock,” Smith said. 
“The swing at halftime to the 
final whistle, definitely a shock. 
Yeah. Didn’t feel like we played 
up to how we’re capable of play¬ 
ing and that’s disappointing. 

Smith threw for 264 yards 
and two touchdowns, but most 
of that came before halftime. He 
couldn’t get going in the second 
half and misfired on fourth-and-9 
at the Titans 44 with just over two 
minutes to go, denying the Chiefs 
a chance for Harrison Butker to 
kick a go-ahead field goal. 

Adding to the depression? Henry 
appeared to fumble as Tennessee 
tried to run out the clock. 

The Chiefs’ Derrick Johnson 
picked up the ball and returned 
it for a touchdown with 1:47 to go, 
and the crowd went wild as fire¬ 
works shot off over Arrowhead 
Stadium. But a replay clearly 
showed Henry down, the call was 
overturned and Tennessee suc¬ 
ceeded in running out the clock. 
Mariota threw a block that helped 
spring Henry for a 22-yard gain 
on third-and 10 late that helped 
finish off the comeback. 

“Grit. It’s just grit,” Henry 
said. “We told them we’ve got 30 
minutes left, all we’ve got to do is 
play our game. Execute the plays 
anci everything will take care of 
itself” 

In the first half, the Chiefs 
looked every bit the team that 
had won four straight in convinc¬ 
ing fashion, and the Titans looked 
every bit the team that backed 
into the playoffs. 

Kareem Hunt, the league’s top 
rusher this season, plunged in 


from 1 yard for a 7-0 lead. Smith 
hit Travis Kelce, who later left 
with a concussion, with a 13-yard 
touchdown pass. And he added 
another TD toss to Demarcus 
Robinson on the final offensive 
play for a 21-3 lead at the break. 

“We were feeling good,” John¬ 
son said. “We came in 21-3 and 
that’s all we were talking about: 
‘Finish. Don’t get complacent. 
We have bigger goals than this 
game.’” 

But it was the Titans who fin¬ 
ished, and it was Mariota who 


led the way. He capped a 91-yard 
TD drive to start the second half 
in the bizarre fashions: Mariota 
threw a TD pass to himself 

His throw to the end zone was 
batted right back at him by Dar- 
relle Revis, and Mariota hauled 
it in and dived for the goal line. 
It was the first time a player has 
thrown a TD pass to himself in 
the playoffs, and the first time in 
any game since the Vikings’ Brad 
Johnson during the 1997 season. 

“Right place, right time,” Mari¬ 
ota said with a smile. 


Falcons shut down Rams to advance 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — The Atlanta Falcons 
know they’ll have to win three consecutive 
road games to get a chance for Super Bowl 
redemption. 

The Falcons already nabbed the first victory 
by spoiling a festive night in Los Angeles, and 
they seem quite confident about their chances 
to run the table in other people’s buildings on 
the way to Minneapolis. 

Matt Ryan passed for 218 yards and hit 
Julio Jones for an 8-yard touchdown with 5:48 
to play, and the defending NFC champion Fal¬ 
cons advanced from the wild-card round with 
a 26-13 victory over the upstart Rams on Sat¬ 
urday night. 

Devonta Freeman rushed for an early score 
and Matt Bryant kicked four field goals for the 
Falcons (11-6), who dropped to the sixth seed 
in the conference after finishing one game out 
of first place in the NFC South. Atlanta went 
only 5-3 on the road in the regular season. 

But judging from a comprehensively solid 
performance against the hungry Rams (11-6), 
that tough division race and last season’s deep 
playoff run prepared Atlanta for the grind 
necessary to win back-to-back NFC titles. 

“We don’t care where we play these games, 
because we know it’s about us, not the crowd 
or the opponent,” Atlanta safety Ricardo Allen 
said. 

The next place they’re headed is Philadel¬ 
phia: The Falcons advanced to face the top- 
seeded Eagles on Jan. 13. 

“Doesn’t matter where we’re going, we’re 



Mark J. Terhill/AP 


Falcons cornerback Robert Alford, right, 
breaks up a pass intended for Rams wide 
receiver Cooper Kupp during the second half 
Saturday in Los Angeles. 

going,” Ryan said. “And that’s the most excit¬ 
ing part.” 

Atlanta’s journey to the Super Bowl last 
season ended infamously with that blown 28-3 
lead against New England. In their first play¬ 
off game since, the Falcons spoiled the Rams’ 
first playoff game in 13 years with a methodi¬ 
cal performance derived from hard-earned 
experience. 

The Falcons’ defense held the NFL’s high¬ 
est-scoring offense to one touchdown while 
muzzling Todd Gurley and harassing Jared 
Goff, who went 24-for-45 in his playoff debut. 

Jones caught nine passes for 94 yards for 
Atlanta, which never trailed while winning 


playoff games in consecutive seasons for the 
first time in franchise history. Against an op¬ 
ponent that had just six players on its roster 
with prior postseason appearances, the Fal¬ 
cons’ experience showed through. 

“I think having gone through these situa¬ 
tions, understanding what it’s like, the atmo¬ 
sphere, those kinds of things, knowing that 
it’s going to be tough, all those things kind of 
carry forward,” Ryan said. “But at the end of 
the day, experience or no experience, you’ve 
got to execute.” 

A raucous crowd of 74,300 packed the Coli¬ 
seum on a crisp evening for the first NFL 
playoff game in the nation’s second-largest 
city since early 1994. Los Angeles went 21 
years without pro football before the Rams 
returned last season, and the franchise em¬ 
phatically ended a 13-year streak of non-win¬ 
ning seasons this fall with an inspiring run to 
the Rams’ first division title since 2003. 

Robert Woods caught nine passes for 142 
yards, but rookie Cooper Kupp scored the 
Rams’ only touchdown late in the first half 
Pro Bowl kick returner Pharoh Cooper also 
muffed a punt and fumbled a kickoff return 
early, leading to 10 points for the Falcons. 

The Falcons ruined a celebratory night for 
the Rams, who had an outstanding debut year 
under 31-year-old Sean McVay, the youngest 
head coach to ever reach the playoffs. 

“You see why the Falcons are the defending 
NFC champs,” McVay said. “Certainly this 
is a humbling game. ... This is an experience 
that we can learn from. But I don’t think this 
game was too big for our guys.” 
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Vernon Bryant, The Dallas Morning News/AP 


North Dakota State long snapper Janies Fisher celebrates 
after defeating Janies Madison 17-13 on Saturday in the FCS 


D: Players' abilities factors 
in success of Saban schemes 


Bison get 
past JMU 
for title 

By Schuyler Dixon 

Associated Press 

FRISCO, Texas — Fargo to 
Frisco is a thing again at North 
Dakota State. 

Easton Stick threw a 50-yard 
touchdown pass to Darrius Shep¬ 
herd and the Bison took back the 
Football Championship Subdivi¬ 
sion title, beating James Madison 
17-13 on Saturday. The victory 
came a year after their five-year 
run atop the FCS ended against 
the Dukes in the semifinals. 

NDSU (14-1) also preserved 
its division-record 33-game win¬ 
ning streak from three years ago, 
ending James Madison’s run at 
26 straight, denying the Dukes a 
second straight title and spoiling 
what would have been their first 
undefeated, untied season. 

By winning six championships 
in seven years in the suburb 
north of Dallas, the Bison tied 
Georgia Southern with the most 
FCS titles. 

“It’s a legacy,” said linebacker 
Nick DeLuca, who was injured 
and missed last year’s 27-17 loss 
to James Madison in Fargo that 
denied the Bison their annual trip 
to Texas. “That’s everything that 
we work for and all those work¬ 
outs, all that extra stuff we do in 


championship m Frisco, Texas. 

the offseason, it’s for this moment 
and for this stage. Just happy to 
get back here.” 

The Dukes (14-1), who trailed 
17-3 late in the first half, had a 
chance to win after punter Harry 
O’Kelly ran 24 yards on a fake. 
But Bryan Schor’s desperation 
throw to the end zone on fourth- 
and-16 fell incomplete with 58 
seconds left. 

James Madison couldn’t over¬ 
come the deficit because the mis¬ 
takes that helped put the Dukes 
behind kept happening. 

Schor had two interceptions, in¬ 
cluding one by Marquise Bridges 
in his first career start at the 
NDSU 3 late in the third quarter. 
Two possessions later, Terrence 
Alls dropped a pass while running 
behind the defense, and Schor was 
sacked for the fourth time on the 


next play, forcing a punt. 

“They made plays and we made 
too many mistakes,” James Mad¬ 
ison coach Mike Houston said. 
“That’s what it boils down to. But 
they deserve to hoist that trophy 
out there.” 

Bruce Anderson ran for a game- 
high 63 yards and the first touch¬ 
down. Shepherd’s first touchdown 
of the season came when Stick hit 
him in stride at the 15 for a 14-3 
lead in the second quarter. 

James Madison’s Simeyon Rob¬ 
inson, who had two sacks, blocked 
a field goal to keep the deficit at 
four with 4 Vi minutes left before 
O’Kelly’s run on the fake punt. 

Marcus Marshall had a 1-yard 
run for the only touchdown for 
the Dukes, who lost the turnover 
battle 3-1 after forcing 10 take¬ 
aways in the semifinals. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

time with Belichick, where he 
learned a lot of sophisticated de¬ 
fensive coverage and concepts,” 
Brown said. “It’s not what Saban 
calls country zones, where you 
just drop to a spot and watch the 
quarterback’s eyes.” 

Add in those hard to move de¬ 
fensive linemen allowing agile 
linebackers to fill holes and the 
basic offense schemes — short 
throws and between the tackle 
runs — rarely are productive 
against Saban’s defenses. 

“They do a great job of deny¬ 
ing easy offense,” said Miami’s 
Manny Diaz, regarded as one of 
the top defensive coordinators in 
the country. 

Brown said Saban’s defensive 
playbook when Saban coached 
the Miami Dolphins was famous¬ 
ly 1,400 pages. 

“The menu is huge. All the 
checks and adjustments are 
huge,” said Temple coach Geoff 
Collins, who spent a season work¬ 
ing for Saban at Alabama before 
becoming a defensive coordinator 
at Mississippi State and Florida. 
“But what they’ll apply to each 
game they won’t pull from the en¬ 
tire playbook.” 

And the defenses are not al¬ 
ways what they seem. 


“They just do a good job of 
knowing what look they’re giving 
(an offense) and having a compli¬ 
ment off of that look,” Collins said. 
“Everything is built off of having 
a coverage and having a pressure 
off of the exact same look, and a 
change-up. They always have a 
complimentary package off of 
every disguise.” 

All those Xs and Os are impor¬ 
tant, but really there is no secret 
sauce to stopping offenses. 

Plenty of teams are using simi¬ 
lar schemes and not getting the 
same results because they don’t 
get the same level of players. All- 
Americans such as Fitzpatrick 
and Georgia linebacker Roquan 
Smith can make most coaches 
look good. Where the coaching 
shows up most is not necessarily 
in the schemes, but in technique 
and effort. 

“They’re going to be coached 
tough,” said Georgia receivers 
coach James Coley, a former of¬ 
fensive coordinator at Florida 
State and Florida. “The players 
that play embrace that toughness. 
Detailed with their technique, 
from the way they shoot their 
hands to how they disengage, how 
they press, how they jam. How 
they cover and trail. There is a lot 
of attention to detail.” 


Naples hosts NCAA wrestling 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 


Alabama, Georgia: all-SEC affair 

The No. 4 Crimson Tide and No. 3 Bulldogs will meet in the national 
championship in Atlanta, the home of the SEC title game. It will be the 
second time in seven seasons that the national title will come down to 
two SEC teams. Alabama beat LSD in New Orleans to win the 2011 
championship. 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

NAPLES, Italy — Two top-tier college wrestling 
teams grappled Friday night on the naval base in a 
tight, historic meet dubbed “Tussle for the Troops.” 

The third-ranked Oklahoma State Cowboys faced 
the fifth-ranked North Carolina State Wolfpack an 
ocean away from their campuses in what is believed 
to be the first US. college wrestling meet ever held 
on foreign soil. 

The Wolfpack’s Pete Renda and Cowboy Keegan 
Moore made history as the first to wrestle in such 
a meet. Their razor-tight opening match also fore¬ 
shadowed the entire meet as they remained dead¬ 
locked at 0-0 until the final seconds when Renda 
scored a takedown to win. 

It was much the same for the two teams, which 
entered the final match with either team able to win 
the meet. Oklahoma State’s Jacobe Smith beat N.C. 
State’s Daniel Bullard for a 19-16 Cowboys victory. 

“I just felt like we had a lot of things slip through 
our hands,” said Cowboys head coach John Smith. “I 
felt we were in pretty good control, and they came 
back with one-two punches. It feels a lot better that 
we won.” 

For those who came to watch top-level college 
wrestling, the close finish was a bonus. 

“The two teams were so evenly matched,” said 
Marine Col. Ricardo Miagany, who’s assigned to 
Naval Forces Europe and Africa. “We are overseas. 
You don’t have access to collegiate sports like you 
do in the US. I think it makes military families feel 
very supported.” 

Miagany said the event gave his son, Zane, a high 
school wrestler, and others a chance to see the sport 
at a high level. He applauded those who organized 
the meet in Italy, saying “that’s not easy to do.” 


Frankie Popolizio, brother of Wolfpack head 
coach Pat Popolizio, worked with Italian Olympian 
Michele Liuzzi to organize the meet. Liuzzi has vis¬ 
ited Popolizio’s high-school wrestling club in upstate 
New York. 

The brothers’ desire to hold a college wrestling 
meet in Italy has a personal side. Their parents 
are from Campania, the region where Naples is 
located. 

Pat Popolizio and Smith also have some personal 
history. Popolizio wrestled for the Cowboys several 
years under Smith. The two have competed three 
times as coaches, with the Cowboys leading the 
matchups 2-1. 

“He’s been a huge mentor,” Pat Popolizio said. 
“The development he has with his athletes. It’s hard 
to mirror him.” 

Popolizio said he hopes breaking ground on over¬ 
seas venues will encourage college programs to 
think creatively about how to promote the sport. 

Three Wolfpack wrestlers — Malik McDonald, 
Tariq Wilson and Kevin Jack — have family mem¬ 
bers who serve in the military. One Wolfpack wres¬ 
tler, Nicky Hall, who didn’t attend the meet, plans to 
join the Marines after graduation. 

“I’ve never been on a base before,” said Jack, 
whose brother recently enlisted in the Navy. “So it’s 
interesting to see what he (brother) is going through. 
It’s my first time out of the country as well.” 

McDonald’s mother and brother retired from the 
Army and he still has an uncle in the Army. He is 
enjoying the chance to wrestle overseas, he said. 

“I think it’s cool seeing how other people live and 
being exposed to a different culture and environ¬ 
ment,” McDonald said. 

Wy land.scottlgstri pes.com 
Twitter: (I>wylandstripes 
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ALABAMA 
( 12 - 1 ) 

(Stats through games of Jan. 1) 

OFFENSE 

Total yards (avg.): 449.7 Total yards (avg.): 440.3 

Passing Rushing Passing Rushing 

■ESSH 255.8 MWUM 267.4 

First downs (291) First downs (284) 

Passing Rushing Penalty Passing Rushing Penalty 

UU 164 I 16 KTiTl 165 I 18 

DEFENSE 

Yards aiiowed (avg.): 252.4 Yards aiiowed (avg.); 289.5 

Passing Rushing Passing Rushing 

I 91.8 121.9 


Points for Pts. allowed 

^■ 37.9 
■ 11.1 


SCORING (PPG) 

Points for Pts. allowed 

36.3 
■ 15.7 



SOURCE: NCAA 
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NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP; NO. 4 ALABAMA vs. NO. 3 GEORGIA 


Running, stuffing run the base for both teams 



John Bazemore/AP 


Georgia running back Nick Chubb teams with Sony Michel to give 
the Bulldogs one of college football's top tailback duos. Alabama 
counters with the nation's No. 1 run defense and an offense with 
Damien Harris leading another deep backfield. 


By John Zenor 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — There’s no mys¬ 
tery in what the Georgia and Ala¬ 
bama offenses do best; Run the 
ball. 

Stopping them is harder to man¬ 
age, though both defenses do that 
quite well, too. 

The third-ranked Bulldogs 
pound away with Sony Michel and 
Nick Chubb, one of college foot¬ 
ball’s best tailback tandems. No. 
4 Alabama will counter in Mon¬ 
day night’s national champion¬ 
ship game with an offense led by 
running threat quarterback Jalen 
Hurts and big-play tailback Da¬ 
mien Harris, among others. 

Not to mention the nation’s stin¬ 
giest run defense. 

“That’s what Alabama is known 
for, having good run defense, just 
an overall good defense,” Michel 
said. “I’m excited for the chal¬ 
lenge. I’m sure this offense is, the 
team is, and I’m looking forward 
to it.” 

Led by linebacker Roquan 
Smith, Georgia’s good at defend¬ 
ing the run, too. 

While both teams will have to 
throw the ball some, there is no 
Deshaun Watson in this game. He 
topped 400 passing yards in each 
of the last two title games against 
the Crimson Tide. It would be a 
mqjor surprise if Hurts or Geor¬ 


gia freshman Jake Fromm ap¬ 
proached that big number because 
they simply haven’t had to. 

So this showdown could turn 
into mostly smash mouth football, 
old-school Southeastern Confer¬ 
ence style, 3 yards and a cloud of... 


artificial turf. Run hard and often. 
And do your best to keep the other 
team from running very far. 

Passing is the expected second 
option for a couple of teams with 
top 10 run games. And both these 
squads have plenty of options. 


The Bulldogs have two of the 
Southeastern Conference’s top 
five rushers. Chubb and Michel 
are the only two backs to each top 
1,000 yards in the same season 
for a program that’s produced the 
likes of Herschel Walker, Todd 
Gurley and Terrell Davis. 

Chubb has run for 1,320 yards 
and 15 touchdowns. Michel has 
1,129 yards and 16 TDs and is 
coming off a huge Rose Bowl 
performance against Oklahoma. 
D’Andre Swift outgained both 
in the SEC title game against 
Auburn. 

They’ll face a run defense pow¬ 
ered by tackle Da’Ron Payne, a 
308-pounder whose biggest claim 
to fame now was his intercep¬ 
tion and touchdown catch against 
Clemson. In his day job as a run- 
stopper, he’s facing his biggest 
challenge yet. 

“Oh, they’re some excellent 
backs,” Payne said. “I think as a 
defensive front, we’re just going 
to keep trying to create a new line 
of scrimmage up front and wreak 
havoc in the trenches and as a de¬ 
fense just like we did this week” 
against Clemson. 

Alabama doesn’t have any backs 
putting up those kinds of numbers. 
But Harris has 983 yards and 11 
touchdowns while averaging a ro¬ 
bust 7.6 yards per carry. 

Hurts leads the team in runs 
while Harris and Bo Scarbrough 


have divvied carries throughout 
the year. In fact, Harris’ 19 runs 
in the semifinal win over Clemson 
was a career-high. He gained 77 
yards. 

“It was fun, I guess,” Harris 
said. “I never complain about get¬ 
ting too many carries. That’s what 
it was, I just did what they asked 
me to do.” 

Just don’t expect him to rival 
Heisman Trophy winner Derrick 
Henry’s 36-carry night in the title 
game against Clemson two years 
ago. 

Scarbrough wasn’t effective 
running in the semifinal game but 
the 6-foot-2, 235-pounder was a 
breakout star in last season’s play¬ 
offs. Josh Jacobs and freshman 
Nqjee Harris are running and re¬ 
ceiving threats, too, much like the 
Bulldogs’ Swift. 

For Georgia, Michel is com¬ 
ing off a 181-yard effort against 
Oklahoma . He caught a 13-yard 
touchdown pass and his 75-yard 
scoring run was the Bulldogs’ 
longest since Chubb ran 83 yards 
against Alabama in 2015. 

Michel credited the offensive 
line and receivers blocking down- 
field for the big run. 

“That’s the type of play, but 
we’re a downhill team, so we run 
the ball,” he said. “We’ve got plen¬ 
ty of plays running downhill.” 

They’ll be trying to break some 
more against Bama. 


Why the Bulldogs win 

By Charles Odum 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — To win national champi¬ 
onships the old-school, SEC way, you must 
have a smothering defense packed with big 
plays and a strong kicking game. 

Most importantly, you must run the ball. 

Then run it some more. 

Georgia’s running game is deeper and 
better than Alabama’s, by only a slight 
margin. That’ll be the difference in Mon¬ 
day night’s national championship game. 

In 1980, Herschel Walker’s decision to 
sign with Georgia laid the groundwork for 
a national title that year. Similarly, the 2017 
Bulldogs’ hopes turned on the decisions by 
tailbacks Nick Chubb and Sony Michel to 
put their NFL dreams on hold for a year 
and return for their senior seasons. 

The decisions by Chubb and Michel, as 
well as outside linebackers Lorenzo Carter 
and Davin Bellamy, all announced on the 
same December day in 2016, were crucial 
for coach Kirby Smart’s second season. 
Carter blocked a field goal and Michel had 
the winning touchdown run in the second 
overtime of last week’s 54-48 Rose Bowl 
playoff semifinal win over Oklahoma. 

Chubb and Michel combined to run for 
326 yards against Oklahoma to become 
the most productive tandem in NCAA FBS 
history, passing SMU’s Eric Dickerson and 
Craig James. 

Chubb and Michel each topped 1,000 
yards this season — a first for Georgia. 

But this is not a one-dimensional team. 
Freshman quarterback Jake Fromm is far 
more than just a game manager. He has 
passed for 23 touchdowns and almost 2,400 
yards and he rarely makes mistakes. 

Fromm won his first start at Notre 


Dame, immediately supporting reviews 
from coaches and teammates that he has 
unusual poise, especially for a first-year 
player. That poise helped him throw two 
touchdown passes without an interception 
in the SEC championship game, and he 
threw two more in the Rose Bowl. 

Georgia’s running game creates man-to¬ 
man matchups for play-action passes, and 
receivers Javon Wims, Terry Godwin and 
Mecole Hardman have the skills to turn 
short passes into big gains. 

“They’ve got two great running backs, 
do a really good job with the play-action 
passes,” Alabama coach Nick Saban said. 
“Their quarterback has been very efficient 
and effective. So the combination of the 
balance that they create with the running 
game and their ability to throw the ball 
down the field... makes them very difficult 
to defend.” 

The defense is packed with NFL-bound 
talent, led by linebacker Roquan Smith. Ro¬ 
drigo Blankenship has made 17 of 20 field 
goals, including an important 55-yarder to 
close the first half at the Rose Bowl. 

But it’s the running game that will de¬ 
liver the championship. Michel ran for 181 
yards and three touchdowns and Chubb 
added 145 yards and two touchdowns 
against Oklahoma. 

Georgia won’t match that production 
against Alabama. This is different. This is 
SEC-style championship football. 

“I would just say we play hard-nosed 
football,” Michel said. 

This time, the student beats the master. 
That hard-nosed running game will de¬ 
liver a national title for Georgia and Smart 
against Alabama and Saban. 

Prediction: Georgia 26, Alabama 24. 


Why the Tide win 

By John Zenor 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Alabama’s vaunted de¬ 
fense is about to face perhaps college foot¬ 
ball’s best running back duo. 

Those kinds of matchups tend to work out 
pretty well for the fourth-ranked Crimson 
Tide, which shuts down opposing ground 
games better than anybody. 

Only Auburn in the regular season meet¬ 
ing has truly contained Nick Chubb and 
Sony Michel. With the nation’s top defense, 
Alabama is well equipped to at least defend 
them well enough to win Monday night’s 
national championship game at Mercedes- 
Benz Stadium. 

Leading that charge will be linebacker 
Rashaan Evans, safety Minkah Fitzpatrick 
and defensive tackle Da’Ron Payne. Payne 
is ready to get back to doing what he does 
best after a Sugar Bowl interception and 
touchdown catch. 

“I’ve just been trying to focus on being 
dominant up front, for real,” Payne said. 

Being dominant up front, on both sides of 
the ball, has been a big part of Alabama’s 
success under coach Nick Saban. This 
team’s no different. 

Alabama also has a veteran secondary to 
contend with the passing of Georgia quar¬ 
terback Jake Fromm. Fromm has had a 
terrific freshman season, but he struggled 
when Auburn’s defense held Chubb and 
Michel to a combined 48 rushing yards. 

The Tide does have to replace yet an¬ 
other starting linebacker with Anfernee 
Jennings out with a knee injury sustained 
in the Sugar Bowl win over Clemson. That 
leaves probably Terrell Lewis or Jamey 
Mosley to start. 


Linebacker Mack Wilson was already a 
first-time starter in the Sugar Bowl and had 
a pick six and a career-high six tackles. 

“Once we lose one man, it’s the next man 
up,” Tide defensive lineman Isaiah Buggs 
said. “Alabama recruits the best of the 
best so you always have to be locked in and 
ready to go, because you never know when 
it’s your time. Having Mack Wilson step up 
and have a bigtime game, everybody on the 
defense trusts him and I think he’s going to 
have another big game.” 

Offensively, Alabama has playmakers 
like quarterback Jalen Hurts, tailback Da¬ 
mien Harris and wide receiver Calvin Rid¬ 
ley. The Tide does have to replace guard 
Lester Cotton, who suffered a knee injury 
in the semifinal game. 

If history holds up, Alabama will have an 
edge in another regard. Saban has a per¬ 
fect track record against former assistants 
like Georgia coach Kirby Smart. He’s 11-0 
and none of them have come closer than 17 
points against his Tide teams. 

Saban has also had a full year to empha¬ 
size to his team “Don’t waste a failure” 
since a title game loss to Clemson. Ala¬ 
bama is a slight favorite for this game, just 
like in the semifinals, but can summon up 
a little extra motivation from critics of the 
Tide’s choice over Big Ten champion Ohio 
State for the final playoff spot. 

It all worked to the tune of a 24-6 win in 
the playoff rematch with the Tigers. 

“The real challenge will be, can we du¬ 
plicate that kind of energy in this game,” 
Saban said. 

Prediction: Alabama 31, Georgia 17 
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Wild-card rally 

Titans dig out of 21-3 halftime 
hole to oust Chiefs » nfl, Page 29 
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Albert Cesare, The Montgomery Advertiser/AP 

Alabama coach Nick Saban looks on during practice Saturday for the nationai championship game against Georgia. Alabama’s defenses have ranked in the top-20 nationally 
every season since 2008. It’s no surprise that Georgia, whose head coach Kirby Smart spent eight years as the Tide’s defensive coordinator, has a similar style. 


Saban’s methods produce powerful defense in both title contenders 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — As Alabama All- 
America defensive back Minkah 
Fitzpatrick watched a YouTube 
video of last week’s thrilling Rose 
Bowl between Georgia and Okla¬ 
homa, there was a sense of famil¬ 
iarity with the Bulldogs. 

“We basically run the same 
defense. They added a couple 
of things just like we add some 
things,” Fitzpatrick said. “Even 
the hand signals and stuff 
are pretty similar. It’s pretty 
interesting.” 

Not surprising, though. 

Georgia coach Kirby Smart 
spent eight years as defensive co¬ 
ordinator for Alabama coach Nick 
Saban. Alabama’s defenses have 
ranked in the top-20 nationally in 
yards per play every season since 



No. 3 Georgia (13-1) 
vs. No. 4 Alabama (12-1) 

AFN-Sports 
2:15 a.m. Tuesday GET 
10:15 a.m. Tuesday JKT 


‘08. The Tide has been ranked in 
the top-10 in six of those seasons. 
Defense has been the backbone 
of four national championship 
teams, and both the third-ranked 
Bulldogs and fourth-ranked Tide 
bring top-10 defenses into the 
College Football Playoff national 


championship game on Monday. 

Saban’s defenses — and now 
Smart’s, too — are detail-ori¬ 
ented, fundamentally sound and 
diverse. Saban’s defensive play- 
book is expansive, and formations 
can be confounding for opposing 
quarterbacks to decipher before 
the ball is snapped. Playing de¬ 
fense for Saban requires not just 
talent — and there is so much tal¬ 
ent — but smarts and discipline. 

“He’s going to run every de¬ 
fense known to man or at least 
have the ability to do so” said 
Chris Brown, author of “The Es¬ 
sential Smart Football” and “The 
Art of Smart Football.” 

Saban was defensive coordinator 
with the Cleveland Browns for Bill 
Belichick from 1991-94, and the 
two share similar philosophies. 

The basics are this: 3-4 align¬ 


ments that start with stout defen¬ 
sive linemen, who occupy blockers 
and can clog multiple gaps up 
front. This year’s Alabama team 
has 308-pound Da’Ron Payne 
at nose guard. Georgia has 305- 
pound nose John Atkins. 

“I think you have to be good up 
the middle,” Alabama defensive 
coordinator Jeremy Pruitt said. 
“Big guys up front.” 

As college offenses have be¬ 
come more spread out, Saban 
and Smart and Georgia defen¬ 
sive coordinator Mel Tucker, who 
worked for Saban at LSU and 
Alabama, have adjusted. When 
facing offenses that line up with 
three or more wide receivers, the 
defense shifts to four-man fronts 
and usually five defensive backs. 
And with so many teams play¬ 
ing offense up-tempo these days. 


a key is having versatile players 
who can be cross-trained at mul¬ 
tiple positions. The personnel 
does not have to change if the de¬ 
fense changes. 

Tight, press coverage is typi¬ 
cal on the outside and a concept 
called pattern matching is often 
used. Think of it as football’s 
version of basketball’s matchup 
zone. 

“They’re playing zone until 
someone comes into their space 
and then they play man,” SEC Net¬ 
work analyst and former Auburn 
offensive lineman Cole Cubelic 
said. Defenders determine which 
receiver they are taking by read¬ 
ing the routes. 

“They’re going to challenge re¬ 
ceivers and not give up easy stuff, 
and that comes from [Saban’s] 

SEE D ON PAGE 30 



Falcons contain Rams’ top offense, 
continue bid for Super return » nfl, Page 29 

















